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A Century 
In 

North DeKalb 

This story. covering 100 years in North 
DeKalb. is primarily a book about people 
and a place-both of whom were used of 
God to extend His Kingdom on earth. 
The writers and researchers endeav­ 

ored to place the story of the First 
Baptist Church of Chamblee, Georgia 
in the context of life itself-the local 
community, DeKalb County, the state of 
Georgia, the United States, and even the 
world. The church at Chamblee has al­ 
ways existed in relation to its world. 
The story is not laborious reading. It is 

not the mere recitation of facts. There is 
humor. There is pathos. No attempt was 
made to gloss over the sins and failures of 
the church. The truth is. however. that 
God blessed the people of First Baptist 
Church of Chamblee. Some of those 
blessings are found in this book. 
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Printed in the United States of America 

The story contained between these covers is a story of people 
and events through a period of 100 years. To call it a "history" 
would be to miss its central purpose. While it contains a lot of 
history, it is primarily a book about people and a place-both used 
by God to extend His kingdom on earth. 

The writers and researchers are talented church members who 
volunteered acrificially of their time to articulate the story of 
First Baptist Church, Chamblee. They endeavored to place the 
story of the church in the context of life itself-the local commu­ 
nity DeKalb County Georgia the United States and even the 
world. The church at Chamblee has always existed in relation to 
its world. One hundred years of that relationship is summarized 
here. 

The story was written for the reader. It is not laborious reading. 
It is not the mere recitation of facts. It is chronological only in the 
sense of arrangement of chapters. It presents many real-life hap­ 
penings in the life of the church. There is humor. There is pathos. 
The reader will smile and frown. No attempt was made to gloss 
over the sins and failures of the church. The truth is however 
that God blessed the people of First Baptist Church of Chamblee. 
Some of those blessings are to be found in this book. 

- Earl Craig Jr. 
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Chapter I 

Baptist Beginnings 
1882 

t 

I • 

BYTHEEND OF APRIL, 1865, General Sherman and the Civil 
War had passed through north Georgia. In most of the state Fed­ 
eral troops were in command. Atlanta (a city of 13,000 in 1860) 
was reduced to ashes. Buildings, warehouses, iron works, de­ 
pots machine shops and homes smouldered for months. Jones­ 
boro and Gordon to the south of Atlanta were in rubble. In 
between, farm houses, plantations, and slave quarters had been 
put to the torch. On the edge of the silent woods, an occasional 
smoke-blackened stone chimney still stood, mute evidence that a 
farmhouse had once been there. Hundreds of these chimneys 
were scattered across the countryside and already the wild hon­ 
eysuckle had begun to claim them. 
For the people in the rural area that surrounded Atlanta, the 

days and months that followed the Civil War were dark, bleak 
days filled with hunger, privation, and suffering. They were a 
soft-spoken, proud, courageous people, a people who could rise 
above defeat. They had suffered war and fire and devastation and 
had known terror and death and starvation, but they were posses­ 
sed of a faith in God and in themselves that enabled them to set 
aside their bitterness, and with ax and saw and hammer to rebuild. 

Sometime during the decade following the Civil War two small 
Baptist churches were born out of that faith in a little farming 
community about fifteen miles north of Atlanta. One, the Corinth 
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2 A Century In North DeKalb 

Baptist Church, located her meeting house near what was to 
become Chamblee-Tucker Road in Chamblee. The location and 
origin of the other, Olive Leaf Baptist Church, remains a mys­ 
tery. Some believe the Olive Leaf Church building was located on 
what was to become Shallowford Road, just north of Old Stone 
Mountain Road. Olive Leaf and Corinth churches consolidated 
in January of 1875 as the Corinth Baptist Church. Shortly after 
this merger, a new church building was erected on the Shallow­ 
ford Road site near Doraville. It is the history of this congregation 
that this book unfolds. 
Who were they, these pioneer members of First Baptist Church 

of Chamblee? By what principles did they live, how did they 
worship, and upon what foundation was this church built? 

Baptists were in the little group of colonists who knelt with 
General James Edward Oglethorpe in February, 1733, on a 
wind-swept bluff upon which the city of Savannah now stands. 
They knelt to give thanks to God for safe passage to a new land. 
For many years only Indians had roamed Georgia's pine­ 
carpeted forests, and until the Revolutionary War most of the 
original grant was still occupied by the Creek and Cherokee 
Indians. 
The new colony's charter provided, among other things, free­ 

dom of worship, an important factor to the few oppressed Bap­ 
tists. The Baptists, because they were few in number and without 
adequate leadership, soon scattered across the state without 
for ming a church. 

These settlers were unprepared for the rigors and hardships 
they were to face, and the new colony eventually floundered. In 
1752 the trustees resigned their charter, the government reverted 
to the Crown, and Georgia became a royal province. Six years 
later the General Assembly divided the province into parishes 
and established a state religion - the Church of England. No 
more than a hundred Baptists lived in the state, and they had not 
formed a single Baptist church. 
Attracted by the desirable land, a bold, hardy, industrious 

people accustomed to rural life began to settle in the state. They 
came from other colonies in America, particularly Virginia and 
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South Carolina. as well as Scotland, Germany and Great Britain. 
In 1771 Daniel MarshaU, one of the first Baptist ministers to 
preach in Georgia, moved from Horse Creek, South Carolina, to 
Kiokee Creek about twenty miles northwest of Augusta. He was 
promptly arrested for "preaching in the parish of St. Paul" and 
was ordered ''to come, as a preacher, no more into Georgia.'' 
Marshall refused to be silenced, and in the Spring of 1772 formed 
and organized Kiokee Church, the first Baptist church consti­ 
tuted in Georgia. 
The Revolutionary War followed a short time later and brought 

new growth and ettlement in the state. There was also a rapid 
expansion of the Baptist faith, centered first around Augusta and 
the counties we t and northwest of the city. Baptists demanded 
no educational qualification to preach. Faithful minister-farmers 
moved with the tide of settlement into all parts of the state. Each 
new Baptist church stressed two principles; personal liberty that 
included freedom of belief, and separation of church and state. 
These principles were highly attractive to the freedom-loving 
ettler . The belief that each church is a separate unit, that she has 
control over her own worship and discipline, calls and dismisses 
the pa tor, and selects all church officers and deacons was also 
equally appealing. New members were required to sign no creed, 
but the New Testament was the sole guide in their religious life. 
In the I 820's, land-hungry settlers continued to pour into the 

state. The land which was to become DeKalb County was relin­ 
quished by the Creek Indians, and on December 9, 1822, DeKalb 
County was formed from parts of Henry, Fayette, and Gwinnett 
countie . Mo t of the ettlers in DeKalb, plain, uneducated peo­ 
ple, came from Virginia and South Carolina. Among these were 
John L. and Nancy Evins. Jack, as he was known to his family, 
purchased a large area along what was to become Nancy Creek. 
That Nancy Creek was named for his bride seems logical. On the 
times when Jack could not find Nancy, he usually went to "the 
creek'' and found her fishing. It was not long before he was calling 
the creek, "Nancy's Creek." Nancy Creek Primitive Baptist 
Church on nearby Peachtree Road also bears the name. From 
this family would come a grandson, Justinian Evins. Justinian 
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helped organize Corinth Baptist Church and served for forty 
years as church clerk. He provided the first written records of 
Corinth Baptist Church. 

By 1828 a farming settlement had sprung up in the northwest 
section of the county around the two-year-old Prospect 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The settlement would even­ 
tually become the city of Chamblee. There are questions as to 
when the city actually acquired its name. The word itself is an 
Indian word. Chamblee may have started as Shabonee which 
means "built like a bear." Legend states that Jacque Shabonee 
was an Indian Chief who did a lot of roaming. A good and kind 
man, he settled in a paw-paw grove in the Sguth. That paw-paw 
grove could have been where Chamblee now lies. 

(It was not until 1908 that Chamblee was incorporated as a 
town, under an Act of the Legislature, as approved August 17, 
1908. A group of settlers petitioned the government for the estab­ 
lishment of a post office to be located on the Richmond and 
Danville Railroad. The line to Roswell branched off at this point. 
The citizens wanted to call the post office Roswell Junction but a 
post office already existed at Roswell. The Post Office Depart­ 
ment asked if it might pick a name at random from the list of 
signers. There was a musical sound to the name Chamblee which 
was also the name of a Negro rail worker. The citizens apparently 
agreed with the Post Office Department that Chamblee was a 
pleasant name for their town). 
A few miles north, two Indian trails crossed, and another 

farming community formed around the Prosperity Presbyterian 
Church. The railroad came into the area shortly after the Civil 
War and a station master would call this depot and community, 
Doraville, after his daughter, Dora. 
Until the Methodists built their first building in 1847, settlers in 

these two communities who were of Methodist and Presbyterian 
faith worshipped in the Prosperity Presbyterian Church. There 
were few Baptist churches and families of the Baptist faith may 
have attended Nancy Creek Primitive Baptist Church or a little 
later, Providence Baptist Church (later to become First Baptist 
Church of Sandy Springs). 

Baptist Beginning 5 

In the 1830'., the railroad branched out northward from the 
older e tablished citie: of Savannah and Augusta. Where eventu­ 
ally four rail line came together linking Savannah Augusta and 
Macon with points north into Tennessee and south' and west 
toward Montgomery and Mobile, another town came into being. 
This settlement was first called Terminus, then Marthasville and 
finally, Atlanta. . 

Within a short time, the citizens of DeKalb County had built 
homes organized a county government, established courts, 
selected county officials, erected a log court house and jail and 
opened public roads, many of which followed the Indian trails. 
The settlers had little formal education. They were small farm­ 

er who cleared their own land raised their own food, held 
house raisings and with sledge hammer and anvil fashioned crude 
plow and hoes with which they turned the sandy soil of their 
small holdings. They owned few slaves. They considered moral 
and educational uplift for their children and the inhabitants of 
the county to be of utmost importance. As sections of the county 
increased in population, private schools (for those who could 
afford to pay) were established. For those not so fortunate, the 
old "field school" came into being. These one-room, pine log 
school-house were usually located on the edge of a wood in an 
old clearing, hence the name "old field school." From early fall 
until planting time, boys and girl (whose ages ranged from six to 
eighteen or twenty) entered quietly through the room's one door, 
sat on hard benches that lined the walls, and drank from the 
common gourd and bucket of water that sat on the shelf. The 
teacher was usually a bachelor with no formal training or real 
understanding or sympathy with youth. 

Religion was a vital part of life that first bound the family and 
then the community together. Within two years after the county 
was formed three churches (one Methodist and two Primitive 
Baptist all in existence in 1975) were organized. Baptists were 
busy forming the "General Association" which in 1828, formerly 
changed its name to The Baptist Convention for the State of 
Georgia. Within fifty years after the first Baptist church was 
organized in the state there were more than 200 Baptist churches 
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100 ordained ministers, and approximately 18,000 members of the 
Baptist denomination. 
The first church buildings in DeKalb County were of rough­ 

hewn, split logs and located in a grove of pine oak and dogwood 
trees near what had once been an Indian trail and within sight of4 
spring or creek. On winter days, cold blustery air streamed 
through the cracks. Sometimes a box-like, wood-burning stove 
furnished warmth. This meeting house gave way to the whit 
frame building which was longer than wide, and had two r; 
doors and two aisles. Men and women entered through these 
separate doors and for many year at on hard handmade 
benches on opposite sides. Like the homes of the members, these 
buildings were simple and unadorned. The people generally a .­ 
sembled only in the day time. When occasionally they met at 
evening, the tallow dip candle afforded the light needed. The 
preacher began the service by "lining out a hymn' that is he 
called out two lines at a time, and when these were sung, two 
other Imes would be repeated by him. Only he had a ong book or 
knew the hymns and tunes by memory. 
Some churches set aside a balcony or several row of benche 

for slaves who were members. After the Civil War mo t of the 
Negroes voluntarily withdrew and e tablished churche of their 
own. Some, however, remained and until death their member­ 
ships were in the white churches. 

Baptists ordained to the ministry any man who felt he had a 
divine call to preach, and the preaching was often more fiery than 
profound. Preachers were not concerned with social reform or 
political issues. They believed themselves to be "Ambassadors 
of Christ,'' co missioned to preach "Christ and Him crucified '' 
with no right or desire to use the pulpit for any other theme. Al­ 
though these men of God were oftentimes neither educated nor 
eloquent, they were always earnest, devout, and faithful to their 
calling. As a result, church membership increased leaders were . ' trained, character strengthened, and as the people built church 
schools and colleges, the Kingdom of Christ was enlarged. 

Baptist growth was not without birth pangs. During 1830 and 
1837 there was controversy and strife over missions, ministerial 
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education, Sunday School and temperance. Anti-Missionary 
Bapti t held that missions were mere human inventions and 
schemes and contrary to the simplicity of instructions contained 
in the New Te lament. Tho e opposed to education argued that 
the Holy Spirit by inspiration in tructed the preacher at the 
moment of delivery, and that education was unnecessary, if not 
indeed a violation of divine injunction. Those who opposed mis- 
ion and education also opposed the tate convention in its 
mi ionary and education projects. A the strife and dissension 
grew ome a ociations attempted to interfere with the affairs of 
the churche which re ulted in much personal ill will and hard 
feeling. Eventually churche were plit and associations were 
divided. Har h and ometimes unjust discipline was exercised, 
non-fellow hip wa frequently declared and the greater part of the 
denomination wa for several year entangled in controver y. 
To resolve thi , the Constitution of the Convention was 

amended o that there might appear no semblance of control over 
the churche nor any right or power to infringe upon their 
overeignty and independence. Still, feelings of estrangement and 
disagreement prevailed. At length, a meeting of ministers was 
held at For yth to restore peace and harmony. Brotherly love and 
mutual respect prevailed, and the ministers (I) agreed upon a 
Confe sion of Faith, (2) deciared that the difference of opinion 
about missions, Sunday Schools, Bible societies and other be­ 
nevolent institution should not be grounds for non-fellowship 
and (3) re olved that the independence of the churches should 
never be infringed. Within a short time, the denomination was 
united and striving in harmony for the principles of the Gospel. 

A tension over slavery and abolition mounted there was 
eventually a divi ion between northern and southern Baptists. 
Baptists in the south felt that slave holders were qualified as 
missionaries, that the South was neglected as a mission field by 
the mission society and that there should be one central denomi­ 
national organization with various board or agencies to carry on 
their work in place of societies. A a result they formed the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Augusta, Georgia, in 1845. 
In 1861, the Georgia Baptist Convention assembled at Athens 
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and approved a report on the Political Crisis, part of which stated: 
"Resolved, 1. By the members of the Baptist Convention of the 
State of Georgia that we consider it to be at once a pleasure and a 
duty to avow that both in feeling and in principle, we approve, 
endorse and upport the Government of the Confederate States 
of America." The farming people of DeKalb County, however 
opposed secession. Most of them had few, if any slaves. Yet this 
storm would eventually sweep through the South and through 
Georgia devastating their particular part of the state. 

By November of 1864, General Sherman had set the torch to 
Atlanta and started his march to the ea. Sixty thousand soldiers 
in four columns, marching thirteen miles apart, left a path of utter 
destruction sixty miles wide or more. 
The people of DeKalb County suffered severely through the 

bitter cold winter of 1864. Half-famished women cleaned feed 
bins of stables and barns to gather grains of corn for their children. 
Families made up chiefly of women, children and the elderly, 
huddled in smoke-gutted cabins. Their all-consuming concern 
was food. Yet in this winter of want and grief, the first faint signs 
of revival were seen. The people of DeKalb County who had been 
driven out began drifting back to repair and rebuild their homes, 
schools and churches. Slowly the communities began to flourish. 

Baptists had prayed for the success of the Confederate cause, 
enlisted in the work of army missions, and cared for the orphans 
of deceased soldiers. Suddenly they found themselves and the 
denomination in a state of confusion and demoralization. So great 
was the devastation among the churches that the whole denomi­ 
nation was virtually paralyzed. Many church buildings were 
burned, and the churches subsequently disbanded. Members 
were too destitute to rebuild. In some areas, one minister 
preached for as many as six churches. In the areas where church 
buildings remained, there were often no pastors to gather the 
members together. 

In spite of all these hardships Georgia Baptists increased in 
membership and number of churches. Between 1868 and 1872, 
the number of Baptist churches in the state increased from 1,218 
to 1,973. 
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Baptist Beginnings 

A the people in the Chamblee and Doraville communities 
slowly recovered from the war, they gathered once again in their 
churches. During the early 1870's a group of Baptist women 
began to meet together for prayer and worship in their homes. 
This prayer group perhaps wa the nucleus around which Corinth 
Baptist Church would grow. W. S. (Bert) Johnson, a blacksmith, 
built a mall shop near what was to become Chamblee-Tucker 
Road in Chamblee. A the prayer group grew and a larger meeting 
place was needed, the ladies met in Bert Johnson's shop. 
One of these wa Julia Carroll. A family portrait shows her with 

clear blue eye and long dark hair in ringlets to her shoulders. She 
wore a long white, belted dress topped by a short jacket with 
large puffed sleeves. In her left hand she held a Bible. After the 
death of her fir t hu band, Julia moved from Atlanta into the 
Doraville settlement, and she eventually married William 
Spencer Carroll, a Doraville farmer. In Atlanta Julia had been a 
member of the Fifth Street Baptist Church. She prevailed upon its 
minister, Dr. Virgil Norcross, to come and preach to this little 
band of Baptist . Organization followed quickly and soon this 
group of believers became Corinth Baptist Church. 
The fir t recorded church minutes (dated in 1889) list the fol­ 

lowing I8 male members and 36 female members. For some 
reason. the name of Justinian Evins, the long-time church clerk 
was not on this list. Some of these members no doubt were among 
the charter members of Corinth Baptist Church. 

Male Members 

R. F. Watkins 
L. W. Phillips 
F. Gay 
R. D. Yancey 
G. W. Lord 
D. P. Donahoo 
Terry Southern 
T. F. Adams 
H. B. Baswell 

R. R. Purcell 
W.W. Penell 
W. J. Warbington 
Harvy McGinnis 
Walter L. Blackwell 
J. W. Jeffries 
J. W. Spinks 
W. S. Carroll 
L. C. Brisco 

9 
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Female Members 

Laura E. Moncrief 
M. E. Watkins 
Minnie D. Watkins 
Nancy Holbrooks 
S. M. Gay 
C. B. Flowers 
M. F. Martin 
Dice Lord 
M. Purcell 
T. R. Brown 
T. S. Penell 
Lilly K. Downs 

Julia Carroll 
Lavinia Robinson 
Tobitha Phillips 
Susan Yancy 
Ida Yancy 
S. A. Ellison 
E. A. Donahoo 
Annie Bently 
Lavadah Holbrook 
Elizabeth Brown 
Lula Spinks 
M. Carrie Evins 

Margaret Adams 
Emma Baswell 
Martha Purcell 
Carry Southern 
Amanda L. Hen on 
Sarah E. Howard 
E. E. Howard 
Delaney Brown 
Martha Brown 
A. J. Penell 
M.A. Brisco 
M. C. Evins 

During this time, other Baptists were forming another church 
which they called the Olive Leaf Church. This church probably 
started in the homes of the members also although no record 
show where they met or who the early members were. The church 
did exist and eventually became part of the Corinth Church. The 
proximity of location may have been responsible for the eventual 
merger. An early church history states that Olive Leaf and 
Corinth Church consolidated in January of 1875 and the ucces­ 
sor church was known as the Corinth Baptist Church. The church 
continued to meet in the homes of members or in the blacksmith 
shop. Not until 1881 (almost six years later) was the first meeting 
house built. 

In forming both the Corinth and Olive Leaf Baptist churches, 
the members were providing an alternative form of worship, 
church organization, and denominational affiliation to that pro­ 
vided by the Primitive Baptist churches in the area. Baptists of 
the Corinth and Olive Leaf churches stressed missions, cooper­ 
ated with a denomination organized to support missions and 
desired Sunday Schools for the biblical instruction of their mem- 
bers all of which the Primitive Baptists opposed. 

With the coming of the old Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line 
Railroad in the early 1870's,a cluster of buildings began to spring 
up along the railroad and a depot was soon built. Near the Pros- 
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perity Cemetery a dirt road crossed the railroad at a point called 
Lowe's Crossing ran south through the ettlement of Chamblee, 
where it crossed the railroad again, then meandered past a 
spring-fed pond called Folsom's Pond. Member of Corinth 
Church would one day use this as a baptismal pond. Thi little dirt 
road, part of which was to become New Peachtree Road, eventu­ 
ally crossed the railroad again near the Nancy Creek Primitive 
Baptist Church and led into Atlanta. 
Within a year and a half after the merger, church member 

made plans to build a meeting house and in June of 1876 a 
building committee was appointed to "see after a new church." 
Plans were delayed, and in October of 1880 another committee 
was appointed to select a new site and build near Doraville. 
The site chosen was on a small rise in a grove of pine oak and 

maple trees at a point between what in 1975 wa the United States 
Envelope Company on New Peachtree Road and Shallowford 
Road. Members drew their water from Hutchen on Spring which 
is still flowing in a wooded section of land opposite 5664 New 
Peachtree Road. Within six months, members laid a tone found­ 
ation and raised their new building. The fir t meeting in the new 
building was held on April 9, 1881 with W. B. Haslett (or Haslet) 
pastor, and W. F. Flowers clerk. 
Little is known about this first pastor. Between the year of 

1854 and 1899, he served Chestnut Grove Bapti t Church, Law­ 
renceville Baptist Church, Old Suwanee (or Suwannee Town) 
Baptist Church and Hog Mountain Baptist Church all located in 
nearby Gwinnett County. 
A minister might serve several churches and live many miles 

from his congregation, so preaching and conference were held 
only once a month in most churches. As farm houses were scat­ 
tered and transportation difficult, these worship services were 
eagerly anticipated as a time of spiritual renewal and as a time of 
renewing acquaintances and enjoying friendships. Often dinner 
was spread on the grounds and the worship service became an 
all-day affair with congregational singing taking up the better part 
of the afternoon. Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians some­ 
times joined together in these "all day sings." On the occasion of 
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a ''protracted meeting" or revival, a brush arbor (or bush arbor) 
might be erected beside the church house to accommodate the 
overflow of people. 
On the day of worship families arrived early. Most hitched a 

horse to their farm wagon and, dressed in their Sunday best, 
bounced along the dusty, rutted paths. Some came on horseback, 
others walked and the few wealthier families arrived in car­ 
riages. The horses were tied to nearby trees while the doors to 
the building were opened and water was brought from the spring. 
Until time for the service to begin, neighbors exchanged news 
discussed the weather, crops, or politics, or placed flowers on 
graves in the cemetery next to the meeting house. 

Since Corinth Church shared her pastors with neighboring 
churche , divine services" and "conference" were held once a 
month for many years. Strangely enough, this early church also 
met for many years on '' Saturday before the Sabbath,'' a practice 
followed by Primitive Baptist churches. 
After divine services the church usually met in conference. All 

members were expected to be in attendance. The church was 
quick to dismiss members for drinking, dancing, or non­ 
fellowship. Members apparently were just as quick to forgive, for 
it was not unusual for a member to be dismissed from the church 
one month and reinstated the following month. At one conference 
"on motion a Querry (sic) was adopted and discussed and agreed 
that when a member of the Baptist church disbelieves one or more 
of the items in our articles of faith the church ought to labor with 
him and admonish him and then if he continues in the be1ief the 
church ought to withdraw fellowship from him." They also dis­ 
cussed the "Querry as to what Jesus ment (sic) when he said I 
give unto you eternal life." They agreed "by motion that Jesus 
ment just what he said." 
Members were received by "Letter" or "Experience." Those 

received by experience were questioned with regard to their 
conversion by the pastor and occasionally by other members. 
Before members were accepted into the fellowship the pastor 
might ask, ''Are you sure this is what you want to do? Where 
were you and when did this happen? Is your faith deep and 
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well-founded?" The pastor might then invite other church mem­ 
bers to ask questions of the convert, after which the church would 
vote upon his acceptance. 
The church people took a firm stand against "demon rum." 

Two saloons opened in the Doraville settlement shortly after the 
war. A passing Presbyterian minister outraged by the presence 
of the saloons wrote a highly indignant article about the saloons 
for a Presbyterian newspaper, and this inspired the local pastor to 
take up the fight. Figuring that a city could pass and enforce laws, 
Doraville was incorporated on December 15, 1871, and the city 
commissioners passed an ordinance charging the saloons a $500 
license fee. The saloons were soon out of business. 

As DeKalb County recovered from the effects of the Civil War 
and the Reconstruction Era came to an end, the little settlement 
of Chamblee began to prosper. Farmers depended more and more 
on the railroad to transport their produce to Atlanta and other 
cities, and the depot at the spur to Roswell Junction eventually 
become the center of the community. For some reason, Corinth 
Baptist Church had failed to establish a cemetery at the site of her 
first meeting house, and in 1885 church members began to inves­ 
tigate the availability of a densely-wooded, hilly tract of land 
along the railroad near the depot. This was apparently a more 
desirable location for a growing church, and within a short time 
plans were underway for a move. 
In keeping with their commission to carry the gospel to all the 

world, this small band of Baptists, with the characteristic faith 
and enthusiasm of their denomination, began to look toward the 
future. As a people they had survived the greatest holocaust the 
nation had ever known, and as a church they had been born in the 
dark days that followed that holocaust. Now there was a new 
commitment and a new purpose in the hearts of church members 
because the proposed move to the Roswell Junction site would 
enable Corinth Baptist Church to minister in an ever-widening 
circle. Once again, these pioneers faced the task of building a 
church building. 
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Chapter II 

Growth After 
Reconstruction 
- 1883-1900 
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THE DECADE OF THE 8O's was a time of building and growth 
for the nation, the state of Georgia, the Atlanta area, and for the 
Corinth Baptist Church. It was a time when normalcy returned 
after the horrible chaos and destruction of the Civil War. The final 
withdrawal of Federal occupation troops and the return of 'home 
rule" by the South brought to a close the Reconstruction Era and 
the Northern exploitation that accompanied it. It was a time 
during which a single generation saw the U.S. population double 
to almost 76 million by 1900. 

Basically a rural state, dominated by small farmers and share 
croppers rather than large plantations of the pre-Civil War days, 
Georgia was still recovering from the war and was an economi­ 
cally depressed area. During this time the textile industry gained 
prominence in Georgia, becoming the state's third largest indus­ 
try and making Georgia the sixth largest textile manufacturer in 
the United States. 
The growing promise of better economic opportunity began a 

massive exodus from farm to city in the early 1880's. By 1900 one 
third of the nation's population lived in the city. As a beneficiary 
of this exodus, Atlanta, a prominent center in the Southeast grew 
rapidly. In 1883 theAtlanta Journal published its first edition, and 

17 
I 

, I 



18 A Century In North DeKalb 

the legislature appropriated $1 million for its capitol building. 
Coca Cola was first bottled in 1886, and in 1888 Fort McPherson 
was established. 

Against this backdrop of growth and change the members of the 
Corinth Baptist Church voted in October of 1885 to move their 
church to Roswell Junction. The reason for the move was not 
recorded. Perhaps the building was inadequate or the land un­ 
satisfactory. Although it was customary, the church had failed to 
establish a cemetery at its first building site, and this may have 
been part of the reason they decided to move. However, it was 
February, 1889 before J. E. Elliot and deacons and officers of the" 
Corinth Baptist Church with ''$40.00 in hand,'' recorded the deed 
at the DeKalb Courthouse. 
The deed described the land as the '' Southwest corner of a 

white oak tree running 440' to the property line of the Steward 
Estate, south 227', west 91' to Peachtree Road, south along 
Peachtree Road to starting point, containing two acres." The 
record, witnessed by J. E. Elliot, J. F. Covington and Justinian 
Evins, also noted that this location was originally Henry County. 
Tradition places the dedication of the new church building in 

December of 1891, but the church minutes record the dedication 
on the fifth Sunday of July, 1892. The new building was a small 
white frame structure surrounded by oak, maple and pine. It had 
two front entrances-one for women and one for men. Andrew 
Jackson Goss was the pastor at the time of the move and spoke at 
the dedication service. He was a graduate of Mercer University 
in Macon. During his ministry he also served Peachtree Baptist 
Church, Atlanta; Norcross Baptist Church; and later Gordon 
Street Baptist Church, Atlanta. The Peachtree Church building 
had been severely damaged by Federal troops during the war. 
Goss challenged the people to rebuild the same site (Briarcliff and 
La Vista Roads). "The Lord needs a church. He has planted the 
trees, man must cut and build." He also served as pastor of 
Rainbow Park (formerly Kirkwood) Baptist Church, where in 
1888 a resolution concerning the importance of an educational 
ministry was introduced ... "feeling the vital need and the fact 
that one beloved and consecrated brother, A. J. Goss, both 
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desires and deserves a better preparation for the successful 
prosecution of his work ... we earnestly ask the members of 
our churches to contribute enough to enable Brother Goss to 
make good the deficiency in his education." 

Corinth Baptist Church business meetings were conducted on 
Saturdays usually once a month, in conjunction with the worship 
services. During these business meetings committees were 
formed, matters voted on, new members accepted, and cases of 
absent or delinquent members were taken up. 
The first recorded business meeting of the church took place in 

October of 1889. Fifty-four members were present, eighteen men 
and thirty-six women. During this meeting the church elected 
three deacons: J. W. Spinks, W. S. Carroll, and R. F. Watkins; 
Justinian Evins, church clerk; and voted to call B. B. Sargent as 
pastor. 
Sargent was born in Anderson, South Carolina on Decem­ 

ber 18, 1846. He married in March of 1882 and had nine children. 
He served as pastor of Corinth Baptist Church on two separate 
occasions; first from 1889 until 1892, and then again from 1902 
until 1906. Like several of the church's early pastors, Sargent was 
a circuit preacher who served a number of churches in his area. 
He lived at Ocee, Georgia, where he organized the Cross Plains 
Baptist Church in 1881. Besides Corinth, Sargent also preached 
at the Norcross, Tucker, Lilburn, Bethel and Antioch (Warthen) 
churches. He died in 1932 and was buried in Warthen, Georgia. 
A layman who played an important role in the early history 

of Corinth Baptist Church was Justinian Evins. His family came 
from Gwinnett county in the early 1820's, obtaining their land 
from the Creek Indians. 
Justinian was born October 15, 1843 and when he was sixteen 

he enlisted in the Confederate Army along with his father and 
brother. As a scout, he served in the Seventh Forces under 
General Stonewall Jackson. He spent time in Virginia and after 
the war stayed a while longer to see the country. Years later he 
served as a delegate at the first Confederate Veterans Conference 
in Washington, D. C. 
While Justinian was in Virginia, a family named Polk moved 
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from Jackson County into a large house located at what in 1975 
was the corner of Ashford-Dunwoody and Peachtree Roads. 
This house was used as Sherman's headquarters during the Battle 
of Atlanta. 
The Polk's had a daughter named Martha who married Justi­ 

nian in 1867. For a while they lived at the Ashford-Dunwoody 
house and later moved into their own home on what wa to be 
Osborne Road. Justinian had I 00 acres of land which he farmed. 
His main trade was carpentry and he travelled quite extensively 
throughout the area building homes. He also built the fir t Cro 
Keys School on his own land. After his even daughter were 
grown he divided his land between them. Both Ju tinian and hi 
wife were active in their community. Justinian was a Ju tice of the 
Peace for the Cross Keys district for forty year, while Martha 
was the local .postmistress. 
Before joining Corinth, the Evin attended both Nancy Creek 

and Providence Baptist churches. Justinian wa ted no time be­ 
coming an active member of Corinth. During the same meeting 
that he was accepted as a member he wa elected the church 
clerk. He was also a deacon, served for a time a Sunday School 
superintendent, and for many years was clerk for the Ro well 
Association, the association to which Corinth belonged. 

Because it was not only convenient but al o because the 
church during this time played such an important role in all 
aspects of the lives of its congregation, many churche bought 
land for cemeteries adjacent to the building. The church then 
provided burial plots for its members free of charge. Corinth 
Baptist Church bought the land for its cemetery from J. E. Elliott 
in May, 1892. 

Many churches at this time enforced very strict rules of atten­ 
dance at services and business meetings. In February of 1893 
Corinth appointed a committee to contact absentees and notify 
them that they would have to give a reason for their absence. The 
penalty for missingjust one gathering without a sufficient reason 
was generally loss of membership. Membership could be rein­ 
stated only with a public confession during a later business 
meeting. 

In September, 1893, T. T. Twitty was called by Corinth to be 

11) 
u a o ..c: 
3 c:: : a- 
2 
) ..c: - c:: 
0 



22 A Century In North DeKalb 

pastor. He was to become one of the most dynamic and influential 
pastors of his time in the north Atlanta area. 
Twitty was born near Statham, Georgia, on August 5, 1859. In 

the fall of 1874 his mother and brother died of typhoid fever and 
from the age of fifteen he was on his own. At twenty-two Twitty 
went to Jefferson and entered Martin Institute but wa oon 
forced to leave because of poor health. 
To make up for his lack of college education, Twitty tudied at 

home and for more than twenty years he read widely, providing 
himself with the equivalent of a formal education. 
He was ordained at Corinth Baptist Church in December of 

1892 and was pastor from 1893 to 1897. At the ame time he was 
the pastor for Providence Baptist Church and for Peachtree Bap­ 
tist Church in DeKalb County for two years. In 1894 Norcros 
Baptist Church called him as pastor and he stayed there for eleven 
years. He also was pastor at Union Hill and Cumming from 1901 
to 1909. 
Twitty organized the Alpharetta Bapti t Church in 1905 and 

was its pastor for four years. For thirteen years he wa the pastor 
of the Buford Church which met two Sunday every month. 
During all these years he baptized almost 500 people. 
Twitty died in 1919 during a revival at Harmony Bapti t 

Church near Gainesville. He stepped from the pulpit and col­ 
lapsed. 
Corinth Baptist Church organized a Women s Missionary So­ 

ciety in 1893 with the help of Ollie Johnson who had been sent for 
by the church. She was paid $1 to cover expenses. Ada Brooks 
was elected the first WMS president. 
March 1894 saw the beginning of Sabbath School (Sunday 

School). The Southern Baptist Convention had had a formally 
organized Sunday School Board under the Home Mission Board 
since the early 1860's and perhaps the people at Corinth felt it was 
time they provided a Sunday School program. The first superin­ 
tendent was W. S. Johnson. The first officers were Justinian 
Evins, assistant superintendent; G. A. Hovey, general secretary; 
W. S. Carroll, adult teacher; Dexter Long, intermediate teacher; 
and John Warren, primary teacher. 
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In January 1894 the church purchased hymnbooks, an impor­ 
tant and pre tigious decision. Until that time the congregation 
u ed the common practice of "lining out' the hymn. The church 
continued to enhance its music program when it installed a pump 
organ in May 1900. 
It wa during September of I 894 that the church voted to send 

money to both the Providence and Alpharetta churches for their 
building program . The connection between these churches and 
orinth wa Twitty pastor of all three. 
J. H. Weaver became pa tor in November, 1897. In February, 

1898 the meeting day were changed to the first Sunday and the 
aturday before in each month. W. S. Johnson was elected assis­ 

tant clerk. In conference on Saturday before the first Sunday, 
July, 1898 a member wa excluded for keeping a disorderly house. 
Such di cipline wa often done for those whose conduct was 
unbecoming a a hri tian. 
The finance of the church were often in difficulty as shown in 

the minute of Augu.st 1898 when the "treasurer was ordered to 
pay Bro. D. P. Donahoo 6l cents for oil wicks and chimminie 
( ic) for the lamp . ' 
On Saturday before the first Sunday in September, 1898 a 

unanimou call was given to B. B. Sargent as pastor. No reason 
wa given for the change. Justinian Evins, clerk, was appointed to 
notify Sargent of the call. Sargent, according to the minutes 
began hi mini try in November, 1898. 
During the winter of 1900 the small, one-room building was 

everely damaged as a result of heavy snowstorm. The entire roof 
structure collap ed from the weight of the snow. Sargent used this 
pas age from Nehemiah to challenge the people: 'So built we the 
wall and all the wall was joined unto the half thereof, for the 
people had a mind to work.'' The members of the church and 
friends in the community rebuilt the building using salvaged tim­ 
bers. 
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Chapter III 

Chamblee Becomes a City 
- 1901-1909 

OPTIMISM MUST HAVE BEEN the prevailing spirit among 
Corinth Baptists as the twentieth century emerged. All over 
Georgia Baptists were trying new ideas and church membership 
was on the rise from approximately 6000 in 1800 to more than 
400,000 in 1900. 

Corinth Baptist Church was growing slowly but steadily. The 
church's report to the Roswell Baptist Association indicated 
sixty-seven members in 1900. Five members were dismissed. It 
is assumed that these members were issued letters to transfer 
membership elsewhere. Two persons were excluded from mem­ 
bership that year very likely a disciplinary measure. There were 
seven additions, four by baptism and three by letter. The only 
new member reported by name was Sister Anna Maddox Miller 
who joined by letter at the September church conference. In 1901 
the Roswell Association minutes reported the church had 
seventy-four members with ten received by letter and three 
persons dismissed. By 1905 there were 136 members. Fifty-two 
were male and eighty-four female. 
Families in the Chamblee community continued to earn their 

livelihood from occupations such as farming operating mills, 
working for the railroads, clerking at general merchandise stores, 
and blacksmithing. Some of them worked in Atlanta, commuting 
on the "Bell.'' 
The "Bell' was the train which originated at Toccoa early 
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every morning and traveled to Atlanta, stopping frequently to 
pick up passengers and products. It returned each evening, ac­ 
commodating both workers and shoppers. 
The "Buck" was another train which ran from Roswell to 

Chamblee making two round trips a day. A one-way trip took 
fifteen minutes. This feeder train tran ported passengers and 
products such as cordwood from the mill located on the Chat­ 
tahoochee River to Chamblee. The pa enger and cargo were 
usually transferred to the "Bell" to continue on to Atlanta or 
north to Toccoa. Ike Roberts was the only engineer and mainte­ 
nance man the "Buck" ever had for the thirty year it operated, 
starting in 1895. 
Unusual excitement was in the air on the chilly morning of 

October 20, 1905, as residents of the Chamblee community 
gathered in the early dawn near the Southern Railroad station. 
President and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt were scheduled to pass 
through Chamblee on the President's special train on their way to 
Roswell. In Chamblee the train switched to the Roswell branch 
and proceeded to the Chattahoochee River where the Roswell 
Depot was located. 
When the train stopped in Roswell, U. S. Senator and Mr . 

Alexander Stephens Clay, boarded and were breakfast guests of 
the President. After the meal was over, President Roosevelt 
stepped from the rear of the train and was greeted by an official 
reception committee and a crowd of onlookers. 
His Roswell hostess, Mrs. J. B. Wing, arrived and greeted the 

President at the station. She accompanied the presidential party 
to her home, the old Bulloch house. It was originally the home of 
President Roosevelt's mother, the former Martha Bulloch. After 
greetings were exchanged with some of the old Bulloch family 
servants and with members of the Wing family he and Mrs. 
Roosevelt toured the home. The President then was driven to the 
crowded park where he gained many new Georgia supporters as 
he spoke. The old Presbyterian church where his parents were 
married was the scene of his next stop, then on to Barrington Hall 
to visit one of his mother's bridesmaids, Mrs. W. E. Baker. 
President Roosevelt left Roswell, still very early in the morning 
and traveled on to Atlanta and then to Jacksonville. 
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It is not known how much the nationwide "panic or I 907" 
affected Corinth Baptists, for the church minutes give little in­ 
formation about budgets and collections. However prior to this 
period gristmills and flour mills were plentiful and economically 
important in DeKalb County. During the recession many mills 
closed, but this may have been due in part to Georgia's new 
prohibition law of 1907. It resulted in less demand for corn meal. 
Grain crops too, were gradually abandoned because of the mill 
closing . 
The old water-powered mills, once an important part of De­ 

Kalb County's way of life, left their mark as well-known roads 
including mill as part of the name; like Hart's Mill, Tilly Mill, and 
Henderson Mill Roads. 
William R. Wallace was one of three brothers who selected 

separate sites to build mills where water power could be used. He 
selected the old Flowerland property which later belonged to Dr. 
L. C. Fischer. The Wallace home was on an elevated tractofland 
almost surrounded by Nancy's Creek. He had a sawmill and 
furniture shop. Wallace discontinued making furniture about 1900 
but continued sawmilling until about 1906. This property changed 
hands several times and has become the location of D'Youville 
Condominiums on Chamblee-Dunwoody Road. 
John T. Metcalf operated a steam-powered sawmill, cotton 

ginnery, and gristmill on Johnson Ferry Road until 1904. It was 
situated at the site to be occupied by the General Electric plant on 
Peachtree-Industrial Boulevard. 
Dr. C. C. Hart owned a mill on the site of the old Oglethorpe 

Apartments. He discontinued its operation about 1890, but the 
old millhouse stood until it gave way to neglect about 1905. 
Two Chamblee merchants, W. D. Wallace and C. P. Warnock, 

also operated a com mill adjacent to the Southern Railroad Sta­ 
tion in Chamblee at the northeast corner of Old Peachtree Road 
and Stone Mountain Road. 
The DeKalb County population in 1900 was slightly over 

21,000. About eighty-six per cent of the total land area in the 
county was in farms averaging about sixty-six acres. 
Georgia s chief crop was cotton, but tobacco production was 

on the increase. Industry grew rapidly in the early 1900's. Scat- 
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tered over the state were cotton mills, resin and turpentine plants, 
lumber mills, fertilizer plants, distilleries and clay product fac­ 
tories. And in Atlanta there was the important Coca Cola Bot­ 
tling Company. Coca Cola had been available at soda fountains 
in glasses, but in 1900 a business license was issued to the com­ 
pany to sell the beverage in glass bottle:.. 
Georgians were reading the Savannah Morning New:, Colum­ 

bus Enquirer-Sun, Atlanta Journal, The Atlanta Constitution, 
Macon Daily Telegraph, Atlanta Georgian, Augusta Herald, 
and Athens Banner. 
The Olds Company built 425 car in 1901. Production of au­ 

tomobiles increased in the next few year as did the number of 
companies producing them. Ford sold the Model T in 1908 for 
$850. 
Fessenden's first voice radio transmi ion wa made in 1900. 

Marconi's first overseas message from England to Newfound­ 
land was sent in 1901, and the Wright brothers plane flew in 1903. 
During this same period the first tractor wa invented, and air 
conditioners and escalators were put on the market. 
The pastor of the Corinth Baptist Church was traveling to 

Chamblee for the monthly services. He arrived on Friday night or 
Saturday in time for Saturday afternoon service . For many years 
the services were on the Saturday before the second Sunday in 
the month, followed by a Sunday service. Church minutes 
showed that this was changed to Saturday before the third Sunday 
in December, 1904. 
The Saturday afternoon services included divine services con­ 

ducted by the pastor, followed by a church conference with the 
pastor acting as moderator. The conference or business meeting 
always had the same format: (1) receiving of members with letter 
in hand or by experience (baptism.) (2) reasons for absences 
(absence from worship had to be explained and excused.) (3) 
peace of the church. (4) acknowledgement. (5) miscellaneous 
(other items of business.) . 
The business usually dealt with purchase of equipment. calling 

the pastor, censuring (and usually dismissing) members who were 
guilty of non-fellowship or immoral activities such as cheating, 
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windling, dancing, drinking and cussing. All members were ex­ 
pected to report reasons for absence from church. 
During a twenty-four year period there were only two pastors, 

although at least one other was called he did not accept, and the 
previous one was re-called. B. B. Sargent was pastor from 1899 to 
190 I and J. P. McConnell from 1902 to 1923. 
It was the custom to hold only one church service on Sunday. 

However, the church minute of April, 1904, referred to an affir­ 
mative vote to have two sermons on Sunday and dinner on the 
ground. No reference was made as to whether or not this was only 
for the May service or a permanent arrangement. 
There mu t have been great anticipation among the Corinth 

membership at the May, 1900, services. A new pump organ had 
been purcha ed by a committee composed of W. S. Johnson, W. 
H. Brook and R. T. Brown. 
In March 1904 Bell Carroll, Florence Sheffield and W. S. 

John on were appointed as a committee to raise money to buy 
hymn book . 
Another important purchase, the responsibility of a committee 

of ladies who had raised the funds, was for the first communion 
set. It was in September, 1907, that they were instructed to buy a 
"plain set." 
The first Sunday School was organized at Corinth in 1894, so 

perhaps the one voted on in August, 1902, was a re-organization. 
At that meeting officers elected were A. R. Council, superinten­ 
dent· W. S. Johnson, choristor; W. S. Carroll treasurer, and 
Justinian Evins, secretary. 
The Sunday School Board which had struggled for survival in 

the previous century saw a remarkable growth in its work in the 
early years of the twentieth century. The number of established 
Sunday Schools increased from about 8.000 to more than I 8,000. 
Southern Baptist enrolled in increasingly large numbers in their 
Sunday Schools. The Sunday School Board provided funds to the 
newly established Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Fort Worth, Texas to provide training in Sunday School work. 
An assembly ground at Ridgecrest, North Carolina, was pur­ 
chased for use as a training center for laymen in Sunday School 
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work as well as other phases of church work. Sunday School 
literature was better than ever and more plentiful. All of this 
resulted in churches being able to provide organizational patterns 
and motivation to Sunday Schools as well as other organizations. 
At Corinth the first reference to a forthcoming election of 

deacons was in the minutes of June, 1903. A. R. Council was 
elected in July, 1903 and ordained in August 1903. 

At the July meeting another item of business was the appoint­ 
ment of a committee to raise funds to have the church painted. 
The men on the committee were S. I. Johnson, W. S. Johnson, J. 
T. Sexton, C. T. Adams, and A. R. Council. In Augu t they 
reported that they had raised $39.90 for paint. Plan were made to 
do the painting and in November the job was completed. 

A church housekeeper was named in September, 1903, to look 
after lights and cleaning. The salary wa set at fifty cents a month. 
Several men held this position during the next few year . Refer­ 
ences are made in the minutes to the paying of the housekeeper, 
and on several occasions only partial payment wa made due to 
inadequate funds. 
In September, 1904, deacons J. W. Warren and 8. T. Sheffield 

were elected. Both were ordained in November. 
J. W. Warren was forty-seven years old when he became a 

deacon. John, as he was called by his family and friends, had been 
an active member of Corinth Baptist Church for several years. 
He had moved his wife, Emily Frances Stanton, and their chil­ 
dren from Conyers. They purchased farming acreage near what is 
now the intersection of Chamblee-Tucker Road and Highway 
I-85. Part of the Warren property was later purchased by Atlanta 
Baptist College. Warren Elementary School, named for the War­ 
ren family, is located on property which was formerly part of the 
Warren farm. Miss Abbie Warren, John's daughter, was living on 
the old home site in 1975. 
John Warren, a good-natured, jolly man, was held in high 

esteem by his neighbors and friends. He worked hard to provide 
well for his family. Earning his living by farming, his chief crops 
were cotton and corn. His family's abundant food supply came 
from the vegetable garden, fruit trees, livestock and poultry. 

. , 
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Photo courtesy Mrs. Iva Kendrick 

JULIA CARROLL 
Julia Carroll wa one of the women responsible for the beginning of Corinth 
Baptist hurch. This picture of her, with Bible in hand, was taken in 1866 when 
he wa. 18 year old. See page nine for her tory. 

Photo courtesy of Annie Cain 

BAPTIZING AT FOLSOM'S POND 
In the early 1900' Folsoms Pond was used for baptismal services. Note the 
horse and buggies on New Peachtree Road. 
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The Warren's three-year-old daughter Bertie uccumbed to 
illness in 1892. Because there was no cemetery at Corinth he was 
buried in the cemetery at Prospect Methodi t Church. About 
1900, when the cemetery was laid out at Corinth her body wa 
moved and placed in the first grave in the new cemetery. 

Six Warren daughters and one son were Corinth member . 
Grace, (Mrs. J. E. Chapman,) Ethel (Mrs. P.R. Warnock Sr.) 
and Robert 0. Warren became members of other churche after 
they reached adulthood. Of the others, Eva Olivia (Mrs. D. G. 
Chesnut ) and Ola (Mrs. M. G. Henderson,) continued to be 
active members throughout their lives. Abbie the surviving i ter 
in I 975, had held continuous church membership ince about 
1913. 

Miss Abbie Warren recalled her family's trips to church in the 
early days either in a buggy or a wagon. The roads were unpaved 
and the drive took about forty-five minutes from the Warren 
home to the church. Often on Sunday afternoon the Warren 
children walked from their home to Antioch Pre byterian Church 
which was located at the corner of Oakcliff Road and 
Chamblee-Tucker Road. Attending church was one of the main 
social outlets for young people and it was the practice to attend 
services wherever they were being held in the community. 

In April 1906, deacons were appointed at Corinth to raise 
funds for missions and the orphans home. Baptists all over Geor­ 
gia were actively involved in home missions, and as an important 
part of this program they employed several mill evangelists to 
work fulltime in mill villages. 
The Georgia Baptist Children's Home had moved to 

Hapeville. The first new buildings on the fifty-acre campus pur­ 
chased in 1899 were completed and ready for occupancy in 1901. 
In 1900 when the cornerstone was laid in the first girl's cottage a 
"time box" was placed in it. Included in the "time box" were a 
variety of newspapers, lists of names of the children living in the 
cottages, letters and postcards, and a history of the orphanage. 
Also included were reports that a child at the orphanage could be 
fed for four cents a day and that $2,500 would care for a child for 
life at the home. 
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Church minutes show that in September, 1907 J. H. Taylor 
was liberated to speak in public. Later, in 1908 he was licensed to 
preach. No mention is made of an ordination ceremony. 
In May, 1909, the Rules of Decorum for Corinth Baptist 

Church were adopted as follows: 

(1). Moderator (the Preacher) and clerk. (2). Speaking at meet­ 
ing. (3). Number of peaking times. (4). Absence of male mem­ 
bers. (S). Attendance at quarterly meetings. (6). Majority rule. 
(7). Exclu ion from church for dancing drinking, cussing. (8). 
Change of rule . (9). Males assessed $1.50; females $.50 annually 
for support of pastor. 

Corinth Baptist Church may have sent some of its young peo­ 
ple to the tate' s Baptist academies colleges and university. The 
Georgia Baptist Convention devoted much of its time to the 
busines of financing and operating its educational institution . It 
concerned itself with raising scholastic requirements for admis­ 
sion to Mercer endowments and rejection of state funds. There 
wa much controversy over a plan to move Mercer to Atlanta an 
i ue to be revived at intervals. 
Although Corinth minutes do not reveal whether there was 

interest in the Laymen s Missionary Movement it was recog­ 
nized in Georgia by the state convention, and commended for all 
churches in 1907. (In 1927 it was to become the Bapti t Brother­ 
hood of the South.) 
Corinth was outgrowing its meeting house. In 1909a committee 

was appointed to make plans to enlarge the building and to make 
new pews. 
The Chamblee community's growth had been encouraging. By 

1908 its residents felt the need for a local government. Although 
they had had a post office called Chamblee since 1881 they 
petitioned the legislature to incorporate the city. On August 17. 
1908, (only three days after East Lake had been incorporated) 
Chamblee became a city. The corporate limits were fixed. The 
Southern Railway depot became the center and the limits ex­ 
tended one-half mile out in every direction. The act of incorpora- 
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tion stipulated that the town be controlled by a mayor and five 
councilmen. This step was the first of many events that led to the 
eventual suburbanization of the once-rural area of DeKalb 
County. In this setting Corinth Baptist Church wa to flouri h. 
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Chapter IV 

Captured by the Military 
1910-1919 

AS THE SECOND DECADE of the twentieth century began, 
Corinth Baptist Church continued to meet in its small white, 
one-room sanctuary. In keeping with the times there were two 
front doors with seats on either side of the auditorium and a row of 
eat in the center. A pump organ, played by Jamie Evins, pro­ 
vided the music. W. S. (Bert) Johnson led the singing and doubled 
a Sunday School superintendent. 

J. P. McConnell served as minister of the 222 member congre­ 
gation traveling from Grayson, near Lawrenceville, on horse­ 
back. On occasion he spent the night with church members as 
services were held on a Saturday and a Sunday twice a month. 
McConnell was born August 2, 1854, on his father's farm near 
Grayson. The on of Tilford McConnell, he was the youngest of 
ten children. The di ruption caused by the Civil War had given 
him little opportunity to secure a formal education. He wrote that 
he was influenced by the prayers of his mother, and that early in 
life he was taught how and what to study, so with that information 
he became a elf-educated person. He joined the Chestnut Grove 
Baptist Church August 1, 1872, became a deacon in 1876, and was 
ordained to the ministry at age 28 in his home church. He was 
pastor of the following Baptist churches consecutively: Armana, 
Chestnut Grove, Bethany, Lebanon, Mt. Zion, Rock Bridge, 
Pleasant Hill, Salem, Liberty, Rehobeth, Pleasant Hill (DeKalb 
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County) Hog Mountain, SneJlville, Loganville, Clarkston, 
Dunwoody, Providence, Duluth Corinth Union Hill, Wood­ 
ville, Center Hill, and Hebron. His ministry extended over a 
period of nearly forty-five years and during this time he baptized 
between 800-1000 persons. McConnell was for even years a 
moderator in the Lawrenceville Baptist Association. He married 
Miss Susan Arrendall, August 21 1874 and they had three chil­ 
dren. McConnelJ represented Gwinnett County in the tate legis­ 
lature in 1909 and 191 0, taking an active part in the deliberations 
of that body. He also served as postmaster of Gray on. 
Church services were still being held on the Saturday before 

the third Sunday of the month. The divine service as it was 
called, preceeded the conference period. The preaching ervice 
was on the Sunday following. 
The inspirational tent meetings were popular with the members 

and the community. The tent was placed between the sanctuary 
and the cemetery. The large tent was necessary as the sanctuary 
was too smaJI to accommodate the crowds who attended these 
''protracted meetings,'' which were a series of revival services 
extending over a period of time. In honor of the protracted meet­ 
ings, the businesses in Chamblee closed down to allow the mer­ 
chants to attend the revival. Often times the schools also closed to 
allow the teachers and pupils to attend the services. 
Another well attended meeting was ''dinner on the grounds.'' 

This service gathered all the former members with current mem­ 
bers for an all-day meeting including .singing and eating. The 
singing came in the afternoon and took the form of congregational 
singing and also special music by duets and quartets. Ralph S. 
Carroll, a member at the time, said, "It didn't matter who sung. 
Methodists, Baptists." 
The Sunday School was very small with classes scattered 

around the one room building. The Sunday School superinten­ 
dent was C. P. Warnock and the enrollment was l 03. 

Baptismal services were performed in a creek, dammed up with 
rock and dirt, prior to the indoor baptistry. This was at Flower­ 
land on Chamblee-Dunwoody Road and the one previous to that 
was in Folsom's Pond on Eighth Street near the overhead bridge. 
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The candidate for baptism changed their clothes in a nearby 
home, the ladies usually wore white dresses and the men wore 
white pants and shirts. They were led into the water by the 
minister while a crowd, made up of relatives and friends, stood 
around the creek bank and watched. This congregation sang 
either, "On Jordan's Stormy Banks I Stand,'' or "Shall We 
Gather at the River," or both. Ralph S. Carroll remembers the 
first protracted meeting as baptizing about twenty-five members. 
While the church building was being remodeled, a temporary 
inside baptistry wa built at the back comer. 
During this period several other churches were active, includ­ 

ing Prospect Methodist, Doraville Presbyterian and Nancy 
Creek Primitive Baptist. 
The Southern Baptist Convention of May, 1909, placed strong 

emphasis on the Young People's Movement and considered it set 
upon a firm and permanent basis. A group of young people from 
Atlanta came and organized a Baptist Young People's Union at 
Corinth in 1913 or 1914. This organization had fifteen or twenty 
active members, and they in turn visited other churches to or­ 
ganize similar groups. Some of the churches contacted were 
Clear Springs Baptist Church in Ocee in old Milton 
County (Fulton County), a Baptist Church in Lilburn, Georgia, 
and Sentell Baptish Church on Roswell Road in Atlanta, Geor­ 
gia, according to P. E. Sheffield, a member at the time. 
In 1912 the Georgia Baptist Hospital came into being. The year 

1919 was important to Georgia Baptist history for two reasons. 
The convention authorized the purchase of The Christian Index. 
T. P. Bell, secretary of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board in Nashville, bought The Index from the Index Publishing 
Company at public auction in Atlanta on January 22, 1896. He 
paid $11,010 for it. Bell gained an associate, Van Ness, pastor of 
the Immanuel Baptist Church, and they jointly owned and edited 
the paper until l 900 when Van Ness became editorial secretary of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board. "His interest was purchased 
by B. J. W. Graham, a Georgia pastor and newsman who had 
been engaged as Index Field Representative in Macon, Georgia. 
By the end of 1910, Dr. Graham was a full partner with Dr. Bell. 
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In 1915 when Dr. Bell retired Graham became the sole owner 
and editor. In 1920 Graham sold the Christian Index to the 
Georgia Baptist Convention for $40,000, thus re-establishing the 
convention ownership that had existed prior to 1840 ' according 
to James Lester in A History of the Georgia Baptist Convention. 
The second important event of 1919 was that the $75 million 

Southern Baptist Campaign got underway. This campaign was a 
five-year program to raise $75 million for the work of Southern 
Baptists to be collected in five installments. Although one of the 
greatest cooperative undertakings by Southern Baptist it was 
not a total success. With $92 million in pledges only $58 million 
was received. Southern Baptist Convention agencies expanded 
their work on the basis of these pledges and many became heavily 
debt ridden. 
During this time DeKalb County had grown. Most of this 

growth occurred in unincorporated areas. Around 1900 the 
county population was 21,112 and then the urban population of 
the Atlanta area began to overflow into DeKalb County at an 
increasing rate. The I 9 IO county census was 27,88 I which was . 
32.1 percent increase in ten years. The city of Chamblee, the 
second city to incorporate was incorporated in 1908. 

In Chamblee there were a number of store acros from the 
railroad. Among these were a hardware store run by C. T. Po a 
drug store, a post office with Dave Wallace as postmaster, and a 
depot. The main industry continued to be dairying and farming. 
P. E. Hyde ran a dairy which employed a number of men and 
became the Irv ind ale Dairy. 
H. P. Tilly owned a North DeKalb plantation and operated a 

small cotton ginnery and a sawmill in the general area of McElroy 
Presbyterian Church. Cotton was packed into the cotton press by 
foot. The lack of updated equipment made it difficult for Tilly to 
compete with other ginneries and keep sufficient help. He spent 
most of his time farming and only a small part with the cotton gin 
and sawmill. The Tilly home was situated in a grove bordered by 
Candler Road (Dresden Drive) on the North and Decatur Road 
(Clairmont Road) on the West. Finally because of the labor 
problem and the feeling that he had a better opportunity in CAMP GORDON CANTONMENT1918 

Art by Rick Pettepher 
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another area, he and a number of his neighbors joined the migra­ 
tion to Turner County in 1909. He sold his property to Asa Griggs 
Candler who was believed to be buying the land to ell to U. S. ' Government in 1917 This large tract became a part of the Camp 
Gordon cantonment. 
Asa G. Candler had holdings in New York: Washington, D. 

C. • Baltimore; and during the early 1900 s he moved to Atlanta. 
He owned the structure at the intersection of Peachtree, Hous­ 
ton and Pryor Streets called the Candler Building. Loans from 
the Coca Cola Company financed the nineteen tory building. 

On July 9 1909, the Coca Cola Company agreed to erect a new 
structure on Marietta Street which would manufacture and hip 
Coca Cola. W. A. Ayers, a deacon at Corinth, worked in the 
mixing laboratory of Coca Cola beginning in 1919 and continuing 
until his retirement in 1948. 

W. D. Wallace and church member C. P. Warnock 
jointly operated a corn mill in Chamblee. The corn grinding 
rock they purchased in 1910 had formerly been used in the nearby 
Flower's Mill on Nancy Creek. Their mill was located adjacent to 
the Southern Railroad station in Chamblee at the northea t 
corner of Old Peachtree Road and Stone Mountain Street. 
Among the early schools in the Chamblee area wa the one 

room, one teacher school. The children attended in the summer 
as they had to help in the fields part of the year. Later a better 
school was built at Hood and Peachtree Road. ''This school was 
later moved to Johnson's Ferry Road. In 1908 when the school 
was moved, the public spirited citizens of the community built 
another school which was in back of Corinth Baptist Church. 
This school had three rooms and three teachers. Parents, 
bachelors, and other citizens made regular contributions for its 
upkeep and teachers' salaries." The school continued to be 
owned by the community until World War I, when the land was 
purchased as a part of Camp Gordon. Using this money and with 
help from the county, a new school was erected in 1919 or 1920 
and deeded to the county to operate. 
Georgia's gubernatorial figures during this period include: 

Hoke Smith, 1910; Joe Brown, 1912; John M. Slaton, 1913; 

Captured by the Military 41 

Nathanial Edwin Harris, 1915: and Hugh Dorsey,1917. Gover­ 
nor Harri not only set up a pension plan for Confederate vete­ 
ran but he al o was active in the founding of the Georgia Institute 
of Technology and for thirty years erved as chairman of the 
board of trustees. 

During the Slaton administration in I 913 a fourteen year-old 
girl, Mary Phagan who worked in an Atlanta pencil factory was 
murdered. There wa doubt that the accused Leo Frank was 
guilty. Among those unC:onvinced was Governor Slaton a lawyer 
him elf and he commuted the death sentence to life imprison­ 
ment. The deci ion wa extremely unpopular. Slaton's own life 
eemed in danger o he went on a trip around the world. Mean­ 
while, a mob took Leo Frank from the prison and hanged him at 
midnight close to Mary Phagan's grave in Cobb County. 

World War I broke upon the nation. President Wilson on April 
6 I 917 declared "America i privileged to spend her blood and 
her might for the principle that gave her birth and happiness. and 
the peace which he had treasured." 
During World War I, Georgia united with the other states 

both in effort and in contribution. Thomas E. Watson U.S. 
Senator from Georgia, attempted to stir up draft opposition and 
many other Georgians were hesitant in supporting President 
Woodrow Wilson due to the drop in cotton from fifteen cents a 
pound. All vocal opposition to having entered the conflict was 
soon silenced as war enthusiasm grew. June 5, 1917 Atlanta's 
21-45 year old men were registering for the draft and before the 
end of World War I, thousands of volunteers and draftees had 
joined the armed services. Base Hospital 43 of the American 
Expeditionary Force was located at Emory University in At­ 
lanta. Georgia united with her fellow states and pa sed her work 
or fight laws. When the war had been won, he noisily celebrated 
the signing of the armistice. 
Fort McPherson began to take on new life. Named for the late 

commander of the Army of Tennessee, James B. McPherson, 
who was killed at the Battle of Atlanta the fort was situated in the 
southwest section of Atlanta. Tents popped up like weeds after a 
summer rain. Fort McPherson received word on April 18 that·it 
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had been chosen as one of fourteen sites in the country to train 
applicants for commissions. It didn't take long for ten contractors 
and 1000 workmen to get busy on erecting new wooden barracks 
and other buildings. The first contingents of officers-to-be arrived 
less than one month later. ,. 
On May 20, the Atlanta Journal reported: History was made 

t Five Points Saturday afternoon, when the greatest parade 
~tlanta ever saw passed in review before Major General Leonard 
Wood .... Some day little children who struggled in the crowd at 
Five Points yesterday will look back and recall this time with 
pride with patriotism and perhaps with sorrow. Even as the 
grandfather of today recalls the first regiment in grey which 
marched away for 'Dixie', so will the grandfather of tomorrow 
tell of the day when the men of 1917 marched through Five Points 
before General Leonard Wood." 
The next day, Atlanta was shocked with its tragic Great Fire. 

Corinth member, Miss Martha Ayers said North Boulevard 
North Jackson, East Avenue, Wabash Avenue, North Avenue 
Linden, Pine Boulevard, Terrace, and Boulevard Place all were a 
part of this tragic episode. The Atlanta Journal reported, 'Thi 
morning after the big fire the northeast residence section was a 
desert of grey ashes, fallen telephone poles loose wires, and 
gaunt chimney tops that leaned down injaggered rows. Refusing 
all help from outside sources, Atlanta took care of her fire suffer­ 
ers herself and told the world that the burned district would be 
rebuilt without delay. The churches were among the fir t to start 
rebuilding. It was strange that the fire in its freaks skipped every 
school house in the path of the flames, but caught all the 
churches." 
The war was to come much closer to Corinth Baptist Church, 

in fact right next door. Not long after President Wilson signed the 
military conscription bill in May, 1917 the U.S. War Depart­ 
ment chose the Atlanta area for a cantonment for recruiting and 
training of soldiers. The Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, the 
Retail Merchants Association and three Atlanta newspapers, 
together with the city itself worked to get the camp located near 
Atlanta. To further their cause, they promised cooperation in 
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providing needed facilities and utilities. The site selected was 
located on the Southern Railway's main line from Atlanta to 
Washington, near Chamblee and approximately thirteen miles 
from Atlanta. The cantonment was named Camp Gordon after 
Georgia's famous Confederate soldier, General John B. Gordon, 
who was born in Upson County. Politically he was a Democrat 
and he served in the U. S. Senate from 1873 to 1880. As Governor 
of Georgia, he served from 1886-1890. 
Construction work at Camp Gordon was in full swing by mid­ 

summer 1917. The once peaceful, rolling tree-dotted acres of 
semi-cultivated land were transformed into a mass of activity. 
Wooden barracks now stood where corn once grew, and roads 
were cut through the rolling countryside. The 4,000 workmen 
were constructing the army city that shortly after September 1 
would temporarily house 40,000 or more young Americans in 
preparation for the European battlefields. These soldiers would 
triple the population of DeKalb County. 
While Camp Gordon was changing the land image, nearby 

Chamblee was struggling with growing pains. In mid June, the 
town was a mile in circumference and consisted of a main street a 
post office, a depot, and two stores. In two months, forty other 
stores were built and more planned, along with theaters and two 
hotels. The Chamblee Public Safety Committee, consisting of 
Mayor J. W. Walker, W. T. Wallace, C. V. Morris, and 0. P. 
Hall pledged that no undesirable character would be allowed to 
establish himself in Chamblee. 
The issue over public transportation between Atlanta and the 

camp became a critical concern. The closest trolley was the 
Peachtree Road line ending at the county border between Fulton 
and DeKalb counties, four miles from Camp Gordon. A single­ 
track extension to the camp was agreed upon by Georgia Railway 
and Power Company in a gesture of patriotism. A double-track 
was more in tune with the desires of the Atlanta merchants. In 
early 1917, the double track extension reached Peachtree Road to 
Dead Man's Curve at Andrews Drive, and then a single track line 
was extended to Brookhaven at the DeKalb County Line. Due to 
pressure from the Atlanta public safety commission and pressing 
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war demands, a limited street car service extension to Nancy's 
Crossing at the old Nancy Creek Baptist Church was begun. A 
round trip fare was forty cents. On September 5 at 10:00, young 
southerners from Georgia, Alabama and Tennes ee arrived at 
the gates of Camp Gordon and entered military ervice . A new 
direction began for the Corinth Baptist Church. 
L. B. Whitehead, a veteran of Camp Gordon and World 

War I, described the following episode at Camp Gordon: 'When 
I entered down there I was assigned to 157th Depot Brigade 
Company 18. They blew the whistle that afternoon and all the 
men were supposed to come out there and tand at attention and 
stand out there like a brick bat. When all of a udden I fell out like 
someone had knocked me in the head and I fainted and fell out 
down there. I stayed there until the old sergeant in charge told two 
corporals to take this fellow to the infirmary. The infirmary wa 
just about a quarter of a mile from where I was stationed and the 
regular hospital was a way over yonder near the other end of the 
camp. Anyway they took me to the infirmary and I had been at the 
camp about four days when that happened. So I didn't have no 
boot training nor didn't drill none and didn't have a gun and didn't 
even have a uniform, just had on my civilian clothe.. ·Finally, 
when I was ready to leave the infirmary, I asked the attendant, 
(all were soldiers, we didn't have any women) 'What wa the 
matter with me while I was in there?' He said, 'You had the flu.' I 
ask him, 'What is the flu? I have never heard of the flu?' He aid 
'It is a conglomeration of everything.' So I said, 'O. K.' Anyway 
while I was in there for three days and three nights I didn't want 
anything to eat. Then they said I was ready to go back." 

Another veteran of Camp Gordon was Sergeant Alvin Cullan 
York. Famous as he came to be, York reluctantly was drafted 
into the army and he faced it with misgivings. Many letters in his 
behalf reached the War Department requesting his exemption 
from military duty due to religious conviction. Finally York 
gained confidence and assurance from God through prayer over 
this troubling matter. 

Marshall Foch, Allied Commander in Chief said of the feats of 
York, "It is the greatest thing accomplished by any private sol- 
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AMP GORDON CANTONMENT 
An "army city" wa con tructed on2,600acre of land in just three months time 
during 1917. The 82nd Infantry Division trained more than 140,000 men for duty 
in France. (looking ea t toward what i now Buford Highway from the middle of 
the DeKalb Peachtree Airport) 

Photo courtesy. , War Department, ational chives 
Photo 0, 165.WW-$23A-_I 

BOUND FOR ATLANTA 
Camp Gordon trainees u e their leave time to board the trolley to Atlanta. 
Round trip was forty cents. The trolley came as far a the overhead bridge just 
north of Oxford Chemical. 
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<lier of all the armies of Europe." York not only made sergeant, 
but he received honors including the Croix de Guerre and the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 
At the intersection of Clairmont and Dresden was built an arch 

marking the gate to Camp Gordon (part of the arch is now located 
down a bank in back of Bryton Hills Apartments on Skyland 
Drive). The main entrance was an overhead bridge from 
Peachtree Road. The old street car, used by many soldiers to vi it 
Atlanta, came to the bridge. Upon crossing the bridge one would 
be in the camp proper and would be given a pass by a guard. 
The 82nd Division at Camp Gordon trained and mobilized 

130,000 enlisted men and officers. The reservation itself covered 
over 2 600 acres which generally speaking wa bounded with 
New Peachtree, Old Stone Mountain, Buford Dresden (then 
Candler) and Clairmont Roads. Little Hood A venue, a two lane 
boulevard, served as the main entrance to Camp Gordon. 
Corinth Baptist Church was located within the Camp Gordon 
reservation and all church-goers needed a military pass to go to 
church. 
Sam Johnson Sr., a soldier stationed at Camp Gordon, re­ 

ported the Sunday School was held at the .Methodi t church in the 
mornings and at the Baptist church at 2:30 in the afternoon. Not 
only did he attend both services, but he also led the singing at both 
churches. The service at night at the Baptist church wa well 
attended. Sometimes he had to get a chair to sit in the back, as all 
the seats were filled. 
In 1919 during World War I, the chaplain at Camp Gordon, T. 

F. Callaway conducted services that members remembered for 
many years. People came from far and near and "God richly 
blessed with many people being saved". 
In 1918 the sanctuary was remodeled with columns and wings 

being added to accomodate World War I soldiers stationed at 
Camp Gordon. A porch was also added at this time. The floor 
which had been flat until then was sloped: the baptistry was under 
the pulpit. The two front doors, one for the men and one for the 
women, was changed to one center door. 
In 1910,a church member was excluded for stealing. A group of 
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deacons helped to organize Sentell Baptist Church on Roswell 
Road and Corinth built a new home for the pastor in 1914. Brother 
Sheffield was licensed to preach in 1915 and at this time Corinth 
paid their pastor $21.50 a year. The year 1919 was highlighted by 
the remodeling of the sanctuary, including adding wings and 
columns. This expense was paid by the Home Mission Board to 
accommodate the members and soldiers of Camp Gordon. 
Other opportunities for mission work in Georgia were seen in 

the need of the rural churches and Negro work. Miss Evie 
Campbell, WMU corresponding secretary, urged, ''Imperative 
i the appeal for the Negro Baptist-who patiently wait-until 
you and I outgrow our prejudice to the extent that we can see 
beneath the Ethiopian skin the soul that hungers for the bread of 
life and give to them the vision of their responsibilities as a race to 
glorify God. ' 
The decade of 1909-1919 was a time of growing pains resulting in 

a change of face for the Chamblee area. Not only did the town of 
Chamblee experience a spurt of growth, but Corinth Baptist 
hurch found it necessary to enlarge her sanctuary to house the 

enlarged congregations resulting from her "capture by the mili­ 
tary. Camp Gordon was a beneficial addition to the community 
for the Chamblee merchants and a perfect opportunity for Chris­ 
tian ervice for the Corinth members. Many of Corinth's tent 
meetings, protracted meetings, and dinner-on-the-grounds re­ 
mained as fond memories for the veterans stationed at Camp 
Gordon. And o Corinth in her own way did a part in boosting the 
moral of men fighting in World War I. 
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Chapter V 

From Boom to Bust 
- 1920-1929 

FOLLOWING WORLD WAR I a short period of unexcelled 
prosperity came with such suddenness that few people could 
learn how to adju t. It disappeared as quickly as a dream, leaving 
memories more bitter than sweet. The 1920's were a decade of 
ferment and expansion. Businesses were growing. Aviation was 
flying out of the realm of novelty. More than ever radio, telegraph 
and long distance telephone were making the country a united 
whole. Residential development mushroomed in the twenties. 

State politic was devoid of new or important ideas and thrived 
mainly on per anal animosities during political campaigns. All 
Georgia politicians stood for the same things: white supremacy, 
the Democratic Party, lowered taxes and a minimum of govern­ 
ment ervices and friendship for the common man. 
The Chamblee area was still a rural community where mules 

remained the chief source of plow power but a few tractors, 
cultivators, and other new machinery came along to replace lost 
labor and departed sharecroppers. 
The Corinth Baptist Church met on Saturday before the third 

Sunday and, after divine services by the pastor held business 
conference. At the conference in January, 1920. the name of the 
church was changed to Chamblee Baptist Church. In March of 
that year the pastor appointed the deacons as agents to swap 
some land with the school board. At that time the school was 
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located at the rear of the church building. A total of $92 million 
had been pledged in the $75 million campaign and every SBC 
agency expanded. But economic hard times struck and only $58 
million was received. Agencies did not cut back on their programs 
soon enough, and the SBC was left deeply in debt. The Atlanta­ 
based Home Mission Board's indebtedness, compounded by an 
embezzlement by its treasurer, came to a total of $2,500,000 in 
1928, a year when its receipts were less than $700,000. Georgia' 
goal in the $75 Million Campaign was $7,500,000; $10 million was 
pledged-$5,395,091.92 was collected. 
During 1920 the country elected Warren G. Harding as presi­ 

dent. People wanted to forget the war and the problems which 
arose over the terms for peace. After all, the "back to normalcy" 
policy of Harding and the giving to business a free hand after the 
stringent restrictions of wartime, met with approval. 
Also in 1920 two amendments to the Constitution became 

effective. The 18th Amendment, known as the Prohibition 
Amendment, prohibited the manufacture, sale, and importation 
of alcoholic beverages. The 19th Amendment, which some called 
the greatest extension of democracy in history, read: "The right 
of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.'' 
In the third decade of the twentieth century technology brought 

many changes. The radio provided wireless transmi sion of 
speeches, songs and musical concerts to those who had receiving 
instruments. Country dwellers felt less lonely because the radio 
brought them a new world. WSB, the first commercial radio 
station in the South, was founded in 1922. Lambdin Kay broad­ 
cast the first "on the spot" news when he gave an eyewitness 
account of a great fire near the radio station. News of the state, 
nation and the world began to come into the homes. 
The automobile industry organized its production with many 

different makes on the market. Competition forced the manufac­ 
turers to produce new models. The "Model T" Ford, for in­ 
stance, replaced two-cylinder, eight-horse power cars. In 1928 
Ford ceased production of the Model T' which had a planetary 
transmission gear. The Ford plants were re-equipped to produce 
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the new ''Model A'' Ford, which was given a more powerful 
engine, standard gear-shift, and was notably improved in design. 
In air transportation the twenties was the period of trail blazing 

and survey work. Planes were small, light, propeller driven. 
More emphasis was given to increasing speed because of airplane 
racing. As a consequence, all the old records were broken. In 
1920 a record flight covering 300 miles was made in one hour 6 
minutes 17/ seconds. In 1925 a new mark was set of248.99 miles 
per hour in the Pulitzer competition at Mitchell Field, Long Is­ 
land. 
Prior to 1880 immigrants came almost entirely from northern 

and western Europe, principally from the British Isles, Germany 
and the Scandinavian countries. This immigration, known as the 
old immigration, was composed of people who were ethnologi­ 
cally the same as the people already in the United States. After 
1880 the immigrant flow shifted from northern and western 
Europe, bringing over Italian, Slavic and Oriental people instead 
of the Anglo-Saxons and Teutons. This new immigration was 
difficult to Americanize and absorb into the existing population. 
Furthermore, a certain element of race hostility existed between 
the old and new immigration and American laborers objected to 
competition by cheap foreign labor with its low standards of 
living. 
In 1921 a temporary act was passed which limited the number 

of immigrant to three percent of the number of the respective 
nationalities comprising the population as per the census of 1910. 
The Johnson Act in 1924 reduced the percentage from three to 
two and changed the basis on which the number was calculated 
from the 1910census. This reduced the number permitted entry to 
17,680 from southern and eastern Europe annually, and 140,799 
from northern and western Europe. 
In 1860 there were some 20,000 Chinese in the country, mostly 

in California and race prejudice and economic difficulties arising 
from this extremely cheap labor brought about a series of legisla­ 
tive measures and treaties excluding Chinese labor. The influx of 
Japanese a little later, reaching 111,000 in 1920 was even more 
serious. The problem was partially solved by a gentlemen's 
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agreement with Japan by which she limited the passage of labor­ 
ers. Both the Chinese and Japanese immigration was excluded by 
the Johnson Act. 

Most immigrants settled in or near the cities where their boat 
docked and took employment where they could find it, usually in 
the factories of the large cities, the mines and the shops. Since the 
South had very little to offer in industry until after the depression 
there was little Catholic or Jewish influence, especially in the 
small towns and rural areas. 
The Ku Klux Klan, despite the disbanding of the central or­ 

ganization of 1869 did not dissolve the local units until the primary 
objects were fulfilled: the state governments. put in the hands of 
southern whites and the Negro vote minimized. 
The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was founded near Atlanta 

November 25, 1915 and chartered by the State of Georgia De­ 
cember 4. 1915. Its philosophy was a revival of the old Ku Klux 
Klan. Much use was made of the phrases white supremacy, 
Nordic supremacy and 100 percent Americanism. The purpo e 
of the order embraced a militant Protestant Christianity· exercise 
of punishment, especially in cases involving moral offen e , 
where the courts failed or were lenient; subordination of the 
Negro; defense against "the Roman Catholic Menace," and 
economic boycott of Jews. The order grew slowly out ide the 
South, and in 1920 was in financial difficulties. The founder 
contracted with an advertising expert who succe sfully 
capitalized the appeal of the order to those who e patriotic ac­ 
tivities during the World War had followed a adistic tangent and 
to those whose racial prejudices were easily exploited. By the fall 
of 1921 the Klan had a membership of 100,000 and during the next 
two years received constant publicity in connection with an 
epidemic of mob violence, particulary virulent in the southern 
states. 
The Chamblee area appeared untouched by the violence. All 

was calm at the church. In August of 1921 the Chamblee Baptist 
Church appointed Messrs. Greenway, Warren, Harrison, and 
Evins as delegates to the Roswell Association and they were 
instructed to call for a letter showing the church's standing; and 
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the e ame gentlemen were appointed to meet with the Law­ 
renceville Association for the purpose of uniting. 
After the $75 Million Campaign was declared at an end in 1924 

the ingle major factor contributing to increased giving among 
Southern Baptists was the institution of the Cooperative Program 
for unified giving. 

Originally called "Kingdom Causes," the Cooperative Pro­ 
gram concept was voted into being by the 1925 Southern Baptist 
Convention. Georgia Baptists agreed to participate in 1926. For a 
while the project was called the "unified program." Prior to the 
Cooperative Program each institution and agency of the Georgia 
and Southern Baptist Conventions was responsible for raising its 
own finance . The $75 Million Campaign was a brain-child of 
Georgia Baptist Executive Secretary Arch Cree. Cree was a 
champion of the Cooperative Program. Buren C. Smith, conven­ 
tion office manager at that time, said, "Gifts rose quickly as 
people began to understand the principle of unified giving. There 
ha alway been ome rebellion, however, at the idea of support­ 
ing financially ome of the institutions that individuals didn't 
like. ' 
Another denominational financial breakthrough of the mid-20's 

wa thee tabli hment of a convention annual budget. Records of 
the convention indicate that its first budget covered the year 1926 
and amounted to $750,000. Figures dropped sharply when de­ 
pre sion truck in 1929. 

Another fund campaign that Georgia Baptists participated in 
during the 1920's was the Hundred Thousand Club. This effort 
ought to rai e fund for denominational needs, among which was 
off etting embezzlement of more than $1-million of Home Mis­ 
sion Board funds by C. S. Carnes of Atlanta. T.he Hundred 
Thousand Club was a system whereby 100,000 persons were to 
pay a dollar a month for denominational use. The response made 
it very successful. 
Like the Southern Baptist Convention, one can trace the 

growth of the Chamblee Baptist Church to the days when the 
members became serious stewards. When the members began to 
give definite amounts (pledging) they elected a treasurer and a 
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finance committee. The first notations of a financial report appear 
in the minutes of April, 1926. Times were hard, and every one was 
expected to have a part in the church. The Rules of Decorum 
adopted in 1908 stated the method of raising money was by 
assessment. This method had not been too successful. Taking a 
special collection when some urgent need arose seemed to be the 
only financial plan other than the usual freewill offering taken 
regularly. Most of the work, such as building repairs, was done by 
volunteer labor. 
In 1928 the church adopted a budget of $1,800 per year, about 

$156 per month. At the close of 1929, the committee on finance 
"very humbly" submitted the budget for the upcoming year, a 
total of $1,970, the same to cover all expenses. The members had 
prayed often and spent much time studying various plans and 
financial systems to get the church out of debt. Members felt the 
best way was the old way, that of each giving according to his 
ability. Statements were sent to every member, together with a 
brief letter by the pastor. The secretary was authorized to print 
these and mail them out. The bill for the printing and stationery, 
$15.50, was paid from the loose offering fund, and the Finance 
Committee stressed the use of the envelopes. 
J. P. McConnell, called to the church in 1902 as pastor, res­ 

igned in 1923. He died in April of 1926. In October, 1924, the 
church in conference changed the time of calling a pastor from 
that of an annual call to an indefinite call. If either pastor or 
church became dissatisfied, a sixty-day notice was to be given. 
The church reverted to the annual call once or twice in the late 
twenties, before the indefinite call became permanent. 
In May, 1925, after ordaining Reneon Sudderth a deacon, the 

church voted to give a certificate to Mercer University stating 
that the church approved him as a ministerial student. In 
November, 1920, Sudderth was licensed to preach, and he "filled 
the pulpit" many times. 
The rural hill country (ABC: Atlanta, Birmingham and Chat­ 

tanooga) has been fed Protestant orthodoxy more exclusively 
than any other part of the country. The area had a minimum 
exposure to Episcopalian and Roman Catholic influences, being 
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different in this respect from other regions of the South. There 
were disputes between Methodists and Baptists, or between Bap­ 
tists and Baptists over methods of baptism, infant baptism, free 
will, predestination, and whether women should speak in church. 
The disputes sometimes spread to argumentative laymen. Dis­ 
cussion of these issues added dullness to many a sermon, and 
conflicting doctrines had followers in the same family without 
causing friction. A popular politician made the chivalrous com­ 
ment that his wife, a Methodist, believed in falling from grace but 
never fell, while as a Baptist, he believed that there was no fall, 
but fell every day. The rural and small-town orthodoxy tended to 
neglect or oppose scientific thought, especially as it affected the 
fundamentalists' acceptance of the Bible as literally true. In some 
instances ministers complained to school authorities because sci­ 
ence teachers were spreading modernistic views among the stu­ 
dent . Circuit riders disposed of ideas of evolution by referring to 
evangelist Sam Jones as saying, "In too many cases the theory 
work backward, with men making monkeys of themselves." 
The Scopes Trial, beginning July 10, 1925, at Dayton, Tennes­ 

see, and ending July 21, was one of the most widely publicized 
legal cases in United States history, according to the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. The charge was that John Thomas 
Scopes, a teacher of science in Rhea High School in Dayton had 
violated Tennessee state law prohibiting the teaching in public 
schools of any theories that deny the divine creation of man as 
taught in the Bible. Scopes, a biologist, had been teaching evolu­ 
tion. The basis for the sensational nature of the trial was laid by 
the increasing alarm of a Christian movement known as Fun­ 
damentalism over the challenge of science and evolutionary 
theory to a literal interpretation of the Scriptures. 
William Jennings Bryan came to Dayton to assist the prosecu­ 

tion. The defense was headed by Clarence S. Darrow the most 
famous criminal lawyer of his generation. He was assisted by 
Dudley Field Malone, a liberal Catholic and great courtroom 
orator, and by Arthur Garfield Hays, civil liberties attorney. 
The rulings of the judge prevented any testing of the civil 

liberties issue of the constitutionality of the law or any testimony 
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as to the validity of the doctrine of evolution. The ole relevant 
question, aid the judge was whether Scope had actually taught 
the doctrine of evolution. The defense freely admitted that he 
had. 
Scopes was convicted and fined $100. The defense appealed 

the case to the state supreme court which in July 1927, upheld the 
constitutionality of the 1925 law but cleared Scope on the 
ground that the lower court had exceeded it authority in fining 
Scopes $ I 00. It thus turned out that the Scope trial wa more a 
contribution to public education on cience and religion than a 
test of civil liberties. 
Aside from the anti-liquor cru ade, mini ter with triking ex­ 

ceptions viewed the ocial scene with relative unconcern. Per­ 
sonal soul-salvation for the other world took precedence over 
working for community salvation and ocialju tice. ' Preach the 
Word " has been the theme that tirred the church to greate t 
accomplishment. 
Rural revivals of the time had all the feature of a camp meeting 

except the camping. They were still called' 'protracted meeting.'' 
The Chamblee Baptist Church u:ually voted in conference on the 
preacher they would invite. and the revival took place in the lack 
farming season of late July and August after the crop were laid 
by" and before harvest began. The visiting mini ter would rotate 
from home to home for meal and lodging and prayer with the 
family. Children were usually glad for the minister to come, for 
their visits meant chicken for dinner and ham for breakfa t. The 
only negative factor was the visitors brought intere ting com­ 
ments and their conversation delayed the childrens' ' econd 
table.' 
During the twenties the practice of church discipline gradually 

changed, a shift characteristic of Baptists generally. Earlier years 
had seen members formally excluded from the church as an 
ordinary thing. Such exclusions were increasingly rare in the later 
twenties. During this period Chamblee Baptists withdrew fellow­ 
ship from only three or four because of unbecoming conduct. 
The Sunday School grew and the BYPU gained strength, ad­ 

ding adult work in 1929. Delegates appointed to the Sunday 
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School Convention in Savannah in 1929 were W. A. Ayers, 
Minnie Bess Sudderth, Mrs. Carver and Pearl Chesnut. 
"A very interesting and inspiring report" was made to the church 
in April by Mrs. Carver. That same spring the Intermediate 
Boys' Sunday School class wa granted permi sion to put out 
shrubbery on the grounds. 
Atlanta also continued to grow. In 1925, the city led by 

Alderman William B. Hartsfield, leased Asa G. Candler' race 
track in Hapeville for an airport and Atlanta entered the commer­ 
cial aviation era. Col. Charles A. Lindberg vi ited Atlanta in 
1927 and in 1929, the city purchased "Candler Field" for 
$94,000. Davison's opened its tore in 1927. 
Coca Cola, born in Atlanta wa a concoction ofadruggi t. The 

formula became the property of A a G. Candler and Coke be­ 
came a household item but not without controver y. Coca Cola 
at first was not ordinarily offered to children and wa called a 
"dope'' instead of ''Coke.' This might possibly be because coca 
(Erythroxylon Coca) a small shrub of the coca family, i the 
source of the valuable anesthetic drug cocaine. Since the Coca 
Cola formula was a well-guarded secret people may have a - 
sociated the name of the product with the drug coca. Preachers 
delivered sermons denouncing Coca Cola, citing accidents in 
which drivers were drinking "dope." 
There was a widespread feeling during this decade that one 

important reason why Georgia did not prosper was the impassibil­ 
ity of her highways. To provide money, Georgia placed a tax of 
one cent per gallon of gasoline sold, and continued to increase the 
tax. A Highway Board was created which became an object of 
bitter contention in politics. The board spent more money yearly 
than any other enterprise, private or governmental. As it raised 
most of the revenues from the gasoline tax and auto license fees, 
the board was spending more than half of all the money which 
came into the treasury. Holding last position in rank among the 
forty-eight states in public education, Georgia sought a first place 
in paved roads. 

Many denominations were discussing whether women should 
speak in church. Many women served on various committees at 
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the Chamblee Church, and they were officers and teachers in the 
Sunday School and the BYPU. The Woman's Missionary Soci­ 
ety wa mall. From 1919-1 926 the average attendance was from 
even to ten member and growth wa low. The women met in 
home and refre hments were usually served. In 1921 the women 
rai ed their WMS (WMU refer to the WMS and all the youth 
organization ) due from ten to twenty cents per month. Their 
major project wa the "adoption" of an orphan at the Baptist 
Orphanage at Hapeville, named Homer Gardner. His adoption 
by the WMS con i ted of providing clothing needs twice a year. 
For instance, in October 1922, his winter clothing needs were 
uch item a hat, ho e and union suit . The total cost of the 1922 
clothing came to $18.70, the cost of hi Sunday suit being $2.50. 

In Augu t 1923. the WMS secretary reported, "The past year 
ha been a difficult one, a we all know in our church and it has 
left it mark on every department, but our Bible is full of prom­ 
i e . If we a k we hall receive." (No other clue to the difficulty 
appear but during 1923 twenty-eight members were dismissed 
by letter and no new members were added that year). 

In October the WMS made plans for buying new seats for the 
church tarting off the fund with a$ I donation. At the end of I 923 
the ecretary reported 215 visit to the sick· twelve tracts and 
book given twenty-five trays and baskets to the needy, the 
value including clothing, $ I 09.98; 264 hours of nursing; twenty 
gifts of flowers seventeen members with no new members during 
the year and $II O to the $75 Million Campaign. 

In September of I 923, Arch C. Cree, executive secretary of the 
Georgia Bapti t Convention, wrote the WMS: "It has been the 
custom of many of the Women's Missionary Societies over the 
state to send to the Georgia Baptist Hospital each fall a shipment 
of preserves and jellies for the convalescing ick humanity. Quite 
a number of the societies have expressed a desire that the faithful 
nurses receive a share of the e dainties." The women complied 
with Cree's request and at the October meeting seventeen quarts 
of fruit and pre erves and thirteen glasses of jelly were brought. 
J. H. Cowart was called as pastor in October, 1924. He was 

also serving as pastor of the Clarkston Baptist Church. Chamblee 
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Baptist in September of 1925 voted to change the meeting days 
from second and fourth Sundays to first and third. However, 
Cowart offered his resignation stating he could not erve the 
church those days. The church then voted to change their meeting 
days back to the second and fourth day and rejected hi resigna­ 
tion. Cowart continued to serve until hi re ignation in 1926. 
The church voted in June, 1927 to re-establish the annual 

singing on the third Sunday in July. 'AH day inging and dinner 
on the ground and folks a-coming from mile around.' Sermons 
through music lasted for two or three hours in the morning and 
longer in the afternoon. Much of the singing wa without the aid of 
organ or piano or separate choir, and eldom yielded to olo or 
solo parts. Many people enjoyed harmonizing, while other just 
joined in the singing after the leader or preacher ' heisted ' the 
tune. 

Lee F. Herring was elected pastor in September, 1926. He wa 
educated at Emory and Mercer Univer ities, graduating from 
Mercer with a B. S. degree in 1908. He received hi M. Ed. degree 
from the University of Georgia. The pastor's salary wa fixed at 
$900 per year at the April 1927 conference. The church minutes 
began to name the texts of some of the ermons but the sermons 
are not available. In June 1927 Herring preached from II Kings 
4: 1-8, the story of Elisha and the miracle of the oil for the poor 
widow. On August7, he preached from Mark 2, the parable of the 
sower. The next meeting day he took his text from Nehemiah 4, 
the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. 
In November, 1927, an appeal for funds was made to take care 

of unpaid bills and a special collection was taken for coal. In 
December the pastor appealed especially that Sheffield, the 
housekeeper, be paid. At that time the salaries of the pastor and 
Sheffield were the only unpaid bills. In January, 1928, the 
annual financial report listed unpaid bills including the pastor's 
salary of $459.50. The pastor appointed a committee in March to 
work with the deacons in helping to get the church out of debt. 
In August, Herring resigned, having been elected dean of 

Americus Normal School. His resignation was accepted with 
regret. He was a prominent minister and educator in Gwinnett 
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and DeKalb counties. At the time he served Chamblee Baptists 
he wa superintendent of the Stone Mountain schools. 
G. H. Ivey, whom the church licensed to preach in 1928, 

preached many times when the church was without a pastor. At 
these times members were faithful in attendance and in carrying 
out the busines of the church. Y. T. Shehane was elected pastor 
and served for two years. 
Harrison wa appointed as a committee of one in March, 1929, 

to make plans to rearrange the interior of the church to provide a 
place for the choir. 
In 1929 a panic broke upon the nation when the stock market 

failed. Georgian , who had long been living in a state of deflation, 
felt its force less keenJy than most parts of the country. Though 
money became extremely scarce in Georgia, few became ex­ 
tremely hungry. Farm land awaited all hungry enough to till the 
ground for a living. City dwellers began to occupy the country 
place evacuated by farmers who sought to escape the boll 
weevil. The average cash income for farms during this decade 
wa $670, less than forty-three other states, better than four. 
The Negroes, taking full advantage of the prosperity in the 

northern industrial centers fled in great numbers from the 
weevil-infested fields of Georgia and hurried away to Chicago, 
Detroit, and Pittsburgh. Hill farmers, by choice or necessity, 
moved away from excessive reliance on cotton. They could not 
eat their cotton. Hay farming and cattle raising expanded. Unem­ 
ployment, coupled with begging, thievery and robbery made 
heavy night duty for policemen. 
With substantial help from outside the South, the Federal Re­ 

serve Bank of Atlanta carried extensive loans for member banks, 
slowed up on collections and kept pressure off of borrowers in 
general until businessmen and farmers could get ''out of the 
woods." 

Many banks closed because of the depression and many bank­ 
ers and businessmen lost all they had. Many men took their own 
lives or suffered nervous breakdowns. Christians found their 
faith tested. 
The twenties began with a great upsurge of hope and prosper- 



64 A Century In North DeKalb 

ity. The war had ended and the people were reacting with a feeling 
of release. The economy was brighter, great stndes were taken in 
the fields of transportation and communication. The spiritual 
realm was also affected by the boom and the bust. Thmgs looked 
darker than before but after the first waves of shock passed the 
people began to face reality by digging in and making plans to 
overcome the disaster. 
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Chapter VI 

Preaching Every Sunday 
1930-1939 

THE FULL HARSH EFFECT of the stock market crash of 
1929 was felt in the thirties when 6 million Americans out of a 
population of 122,800,000 were out of work in 1930 and the figure 
increased to 12 million during one year. In many instances the 
county of DeKalb furnished books as well as clothing and food, to 
enable children of financially troubled families to attend school. 
The majority of the Chamblee Community made a living from 
dairy farming and vegetable crops. With farm prices lower than 
ever before the people understandably turned to the Chamblee 
Baptist Church for refuge and direction. 

Instead of the customary two services per month, the church 
voted in 1930 to have three services, first, third and fourth Sun­ 
days, with the pastor's salary remaining the same. A joint merger 
with the Norcross Baptist Church was considered in July but the 
idea was never acted upon. 
On May 22, 1930. a special conference of deacons called for the 

resignation of Pastor Y. T. Shehane and the pulpit was declared 
vacant. J. D. Winchester of Brookhaven acted as supply pastor 
until J. T. Widener was called in November. The call had also 
been extended in July to A. J. Johnson of Norcross, which he 
declined. 
Through 1936 the terminology "opening the doors of the 

church" was used for accepting new members. In those years, 
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Chamblee Baptist was one of the largest churches in the area, a 
quiet rural community. Its congregation enjoyed real fellowship 
together. Since practically all the women were housewives, with­ 
out set hours of work, the Women's Missionary Union was very 
active. From 25 members in 1933, the WMU grew to 157 mem­ 
bers in 1939 with seven organizations: Sunbeams, Junior G.A., 
Intermediate G .A., Junior R.A., Intermediate R.A. Young 
Women's Association Junior Circle and Young Women' A.­ 
sociation Business Circle. Offerings in the thirties to the WMU 
fell off severely because of the depression. In 1933 the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention and the executive 
board of WMU Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention 
met in Washington D.C. to talk with bondsmen and banker who 
held mortgages on the Southern Baptist properties. The debt was 
$6 million. The Baptists faced this trying time with earne t 
prayer. The businessmen involved decided to trust the honesty 
and integrity of the Convention and gave them additional time. 
The Hundred Thousand Club was formed to enlist 100,000 people 
to give $1 per month for five years in addition to their regular gifts. 
The debt was paid off by 1943. 
The church constitution called for the pastor to be elected 

annually. Widener was re-elected each year through 1936. He 
was born in Carroll County in 1890 and ordained into the ministry 
in 1922. All of his salary was given back to the church for building, 
and to other charitable organizations. A graduate of Oglethorpe 
University and the Atlanta School of Expression, he worked for 
the U.S. Postal Service for forty-two years. This included the 
time he was pastor of Chamblee Baptist Chutch. 
With the election of F. D. Roosevelt in 1932, new economic 

policies were initiated in the form of the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration, which paid relief for wages on public 
works; the Civilian Conservation Corps, which employed 3 mil­ 
lion men in fores try, road building and flood control; a new 
homeowners loan program; the TV A project to build dams, elec­ 
tric power plants which employed many people, and a program 
which paid subsidies to farmers to reduce the amount of acreage 
of certain crops. 

DAIRIES IN NORTH DEKALB - 1939 

1. W. O. Adams 
2. N. H. Bagwell 
3. J. S. Brown 
4. J. W., Brown 
5. Burton Bros. 
6. Camp's Dairy 
7. Camp Gordon Dairy 
8. L.O. Carter 
9. C. D. Chatham 

10. Daniel Dairy 
l1. J., W.Donaldson 
12. W. G. Eller 
13. J. C.Gay 
14. L. H. Greer 
15. C. E. Harben 
l6. lrvindale F arms 

GEORGIA'S DAIRYLAND 
The Chamblee area was the dairy center for Atlanta and was one of the leading 
milk producing centers in the Southeast during the 1930's-1940's. 

17. W.H. Jones 
18. Kirby's Dairy Farm 
19. S.E. Kirby 
20. J. C.Leslie 
21. B. F.Lyle 
22. J. W. Mann 
23. L. B. McAdams 
24, Pierce Certified Dairy 
25. P. E. Pierce Dairy 
26. W. O. Perce Dairy 
27. D. A. Pirkle Dairy 
28. Shallowford Dairy 
29. J. C. Shirley 
30. Sunri s;o Do iry 
31. J G. Wright 
32. J. L. Allen Hog Form 
33. Shollowford Truck Form 
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J. B. Lawrence was secretary of the Baptist Home Mission 
Board at the time. The Home Mission Board sponsored the 
Woman's Rescue Home which opened in October of 1933 in 
Atlanta providing a home to unwed mothers. 

A church business conference was held each month, and every 
member was expected to attend. 
In 1934 marked improvement came in bu ines . Money 

was more plentiful and agricultural condition were improved. 
Fewer Georgians were out of work than in I 933. 
The church revised the membership roll in 1934 and made an 

inactive list of 128 absentee members. The budget for the church 
in 1934 was $1,580 average for Chamblee Baptist Church in this 
period. Some of the allotments were as follows: Orphans Home 
$100; Georgia Baptist Hospital $25; ministers salary $600. The 
church began taking pledges in I 935. Circulars were printed and 
mailed to members regarding loyalty day and making pledges for 
support in 1935. 
The church had to take punitive action sometimes, as in 1935 

when a member was excluded for conduct unbecoming a Chri­ 
tian. Sermon topics at this time were typically concerned with 
salvation discipleship and stewardship. 
George W. Truett president of the Baptist World Alliance 

spoke in Atlanta's city auditorium in February of 1935 and urged 
religious tolerance and international peace. 
Thaddeus J. Tribble was called as pastor in October, 1936 

when Widener resigned. In 1937 the church decided again to call 
the pastor for an indefinite period of time instead of yearly. His 
salary was $900. Until then he had served the church three times a 
month and was living in Atlanta. The budget was slightly in­ 
creased to $2,095 for the next year, with the pastor's salary being 
increased to $1,200. During these financially hard years, Chamb­ 
lee Baptist Church kept up its support of benevolent ministries 
such as the Orphans Home and the Georgia Baptist Hospital. 
Tribble was a graduate of Mercer University. He held pastor­ 

ates at Second Baptist Church, Macon, Georgia; North Atlanta 
Baptist Church; First Baptist Church, Chickamauga, Georgia; 
Waverly Hall Baptist Church, Waverly Hall, Georgia; and Por- 
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terdale Baptist Church Porterdale. Georgia. His last pastorate 
wa Grove Park Baptist Church, Burlington, North Carolina, 
which he founded and is a living monument to his memory, 
according to his daughter Mr . Farish E. Snead. He was or­ 
dained to the ministry by Mountain View Baptist Church, Bal­ 
win Georgia. One of his first pastorates, if not the first was the 
Perinneal Spring Baptist Church in Chattooga County Georgia 
a church that had been founded by his father. His mother's father 
wa also a Bapti t minister and was pastor of the Friendship 
Bapti t Church near Cumming Georgia for thirty-four years. 
The young people' groups were very active in the 1930's. The 

Sunbeam wa organized in September, I 936. Mrs. Catherine 
Hyde Jame on wa their leader. Mrs. E.W. Bray and Mrs. H. M. 
Jone were active in the teaching of missions to this young group. 
The Royal Amba sadors organization became active in October 
1937 with Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Jameson as counselors. George 
Pierce Jr. was elected Ambassador-in-Chief. The name selected 
for the organization was the Chamblee Royal Ambassador Chap­ 
ter. Thi group wa divided into two groups in 1938, the Juniors 
and the Intermediates. 
The Girl's Auxiliary began functioning more in the late thirties 

and forties. Mrs. Homer (Daisy) Tomlin and Mrs.James H. Mag­ 
ness were leaders oftheJuniorGA's and Mrs. W. H. Wordofthe 
Intermediates and they led their groups to a broader knowledge 
of the missionarie and their fields. 
The Y. W. A. also had a junior circle as well as a business 

circle. Mrs. Nell Madden and Miss Jeannette Brown were coun­ 
selors for the junior group and Mrs. Herbet Hyde and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Smith of the business group. 

A loan of $2,500 was granted from the Home Mission Board in 
1938 to help build new Sunday School rooms. The building then 
had three room but after remodeling it had nine rooms. Seven of 
them were classrooms. C. F. Harrison wa appointed chairman 
of the building committee and C. P. Warnock treasurer of the 
building fund. The Sunday School membership averaged 225 
during the years 1933-39 while church membership increased 
from 217 in 1935 to 284 in 1939. The Sunday School had been 
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standardized and divided into four department : Adult, Young 
People Intermediate and Junior. Some of the fir t tudy cour e 
were conducted by Mrs. Henry Bu h from Athen and Mi 
Blossom Thompson from Decatur. Some barrack were brought 
over from Camp Gordon to serve a a Sunday School annex. 
The Sixth World Baptist Congres opened July 22 1939 at the 

Atlanta baseball park. Baptist messenger came from all over the 
world. They were not to be called delegate for that would imply 
authority to represent others in piritual matter . It wa the city' 
greatest emotional experience since the Billy Sunday revi al of 
1917. 
The Fair Labor Standards Act brought some financial relief to 

the nation in that it set minimum wage at$.25 an hour with a 
forty-four hour maximum work week. It was to be gradually 
increased to $.40 an hour with a forty hour work week. Thi act 
also outlawed child labor under the age of sixteen. 

Over 3,400 square feet of land was bought from the adjoining 
property ofT. R. Sawtell to supplement the church's land in 1939. 
This expansion continued with the old pews being sold and new 
ones purchased by families in memory of deceased loved ones. 
The baptistry was rebuilt and the choir loft added in the sanc­ 
tuary. 
The Chamblee Baptist Church adopted a pastor' retirement 

plan in 1939 that provided for the pastor to pay 3 percent of his 
yearly salary to the Relief and Annuity Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the church to contribute an equal 
amount. 

Each fifth Sunday union services were held with Chamblee 
Methodist Church and the Doraville Presbyterian Church. The 
location and preacher were alternated among the three. 

-- . 
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BAPTIZING IN NANCY CREEK 
In the early 1900's the Corinth Baptist Church often used Nancy Creek for 
baptismal services. The top of the photograph i a rail fence which ran along 
what is now Chamblee Dunwoody Road. 

Photo courtesy Mr. and Mrs. P. E. Pierce 
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REMODELING COMPLETED1918 
Two representatives from the Home Mission Board (in suits) inspect the remod­ 
eling of the white building: new porch, columns, wings and slanted floor. 
Charles F. Harrison, in shirtsleeves, was in charge of the project. 

Chapter VII 

War Years 
1940-1945 

A RECORD SNOWFALL of more than ten inches on January 
25 ushered in the forties, a time when the Chamblee Baptist 
Church would emerge under the pressure of a nation at war from a 
semi-rural to a more urban type ministry. Lights, telephones, and 
transportation were paralyzed. Schools were dismissed for a 
week and most citizens were unable to work. Owners of the 
several dairies near Chamblee got their daily milk supply to 
customers under extremely difficult circumstances. 
In the church bulletin of December 17, 1939 members had 

been invited to the traditional Christmas Tree on December 22 
for the usual program of songs poems, scripture, and pageant. 
Each child was called up by name to receive a small gift of candy 
and fruits. The bulletin also listed the I 940 budget of $2,861 which 
included $1,200 pastor's salary; $150 Cooperative Program; $600 
building fund; and $240 janitor expense. An appeal was made by 
the nineteen member deacon board to "take this bulletin home 
and study the financial report and budget for I 940 .... At an early 
date someone from the board will call on you.'' 

With a membership of 287 the Chamblee Baptist Church in 
1940 was one of thirty-two Baptist churches in DeKalb County 
'"wielding community influence and direction," according to the 
De Kalb Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture. Religion was 
important for DeKalb citizens. There were l03 white and thirty- 
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three "colored" churches, including fifty-four Baptist and 
thirty-seven Methodist churches. 
The new two-story annex consisting of two large room the 

choir loft and two restrooms downstairs, and five room upstairs, 
provided much needed space for a larger choir group and for 
instruction for the nursery through Intermediate Sunday School 
ages. Early in 1940 the classes moved into the new rooms and 
attendance began to increase. R. L. Sheffield served a Sunday 
School superintendent from October 1937 until he moved to 
Atlanta in September of 1946. 
DeKalb's 200 dairies produced more milk than any other 

Georgia county. DeKalb County wa the largest producer of 
Grade A milk in the South. Approximately a dozen dairie were 
in the Chamblee area with many church member working a 
owners dairy hands, or truck route men. 

Other church families were busy with truck farm and poultry 
raising. Specialized crops such as turnip greens bean:, and to­ 
matoes, or poultry products such as fryers, hen or graded egg 
were furnished to the Atlanta wholesale market or peddled by 
routes. Chamblee High School, along with Tucker and South­ 
west DeKalb had a state funded Vocational Agriculture De­ 
partment under the direction of Harold L. Smith. Church familie 
took advantage of the community canning plant at Chamblee 
High School. More than 75,000 cans of foodstuff were recorded 
for the I 940 season. 
Chamblee citizens formed car pools or rode the Oglethorpe 

"street car" to work in Atlanta as store clerks, bookkeepers 
secretaries, and salesmen. Others ran small businesses in Chamb­ 
lee. Cofer Brothers served as Chamblee's department store. 
Adapting to the changing economy demanded by Atlanta markets 
and employment needs was the uppermost economic considera­ 
tion for church members. 
Due to Atlanta's proximity and its growing needs, DeKalb 

County and Chamblee quickened their urbanization. Chamblee 
incorporated since August 17, 1908, found itself in 1940 with a 
population of 1801. The city was one of nine incorporated De­ 
Kalb towns. In 1900 ten percent in the metro area lived in De- 
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Kalb. By 1940 this ratio was increased to sixteen percent. Rank­ 
ing ixth among Georgia's counties DeKalb had a population of 
86 703 and was well on its way to become 'the bedroom of 
Atlanta.'' There was great rejoicing countywide when on August 
15 1940 President Roosevelt gave approval to the $1,778,000 
DeKalb Waterworks System project which made possible the 
change from an agricultural to an industrial county. 
The three churches in the Chamblee area Prospect Methodist 

Doraville Associated Reform Presbyterian, and Chamblee Bap­ 
ti t Church had been holdingjoint fifth Sunday morning services. 
Thi practice probably stemmed from members attending the 
ervice and Sunday Schools of the other denominations when 
the churche were on a part-time schedule. 

Chamblee High School graduated fifty-eight in 1940. The class 
enjoyed the school's first extensive senior trip. Leaving by train 
on May 16 for Norfolk, Virginia they boarded a steamer which 
took them up the Potomac River to Washington. Chamblee Bap­ 
ti t Church wa well represented. 
Preparation were underway for the United States to enter the 

war which was growing rapidly in Europe. Old Camp Gordon 
wa oon to become a military airport. A petition was made in 
June to extend the Oglethorpe trolley or provide a feeder bus to 
the airport. 

Eugene Talmadge had been elected governor for his third term. 
Georgia could now say it was spending twice as much for educa­ 
tion as it spent for highways but the state still ranked low on both 
nationally. Military conscription began in October, 1940. The 
DeKalb Neu Era published alphabetical lists so young men could 
find their names without endless searching. Some had searched a 
whole day for their service numbers before. 
The Oglethorpe Crypt of Civilization was sealed on May 28, 

1940. Since recorded history began some 6000 years before, the 
university was projecting recorded knowledge 6000 years into the 
future. They microfilmed books, made drawings of machinery 
recorded sports gathered motion pictures and photographs of 
United States history, and collected objects of everyday life. 
There wa an apparatus devised for teaching English in case it 
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should no longer be spoken. The opening date wa et for May 28, 
8113 A.D. 
The war scene in Europe dominated the new . A typical head- 

line read "Churches Pray for Peace Under Present World Con­ 
ditions." During the summer and fall of 1940 the Battle of Britain 
was raging. Hitler sent his Luftwaffe over British citie to break 
the land and the spirit of the English people. By September sixty 
percent of those responding to a public opinion poll felt that it wa 
more important to help Britain than it was to stay out of the war. 
Remembering the shortages of World War I ome housewive 
rushed to hoard canned meats, cans of all type of food tuff and 
sugar. 
Two pastors led the emerging congregation during the e World 

War II years. T. J. Tribble's three-year pastorate wa one of the 
bridges between the conversion of the church from a semi-rural 
ministry to that of a more urban type church. He served until 
October 13, 1940. resigning soon after the death of hi wife. 
In December the pulpit committee brought before the church 

Joe Frank Barton, of Louisville, Kentucky. The November 27 
1940, minutes read, "The .church met in conference for. the pur­ 
pose of calling a pastor. The message was delivered by Rev. J. F. 
Barton of Louisville, Kentucky. A motion was carried to suspend 
the regular order of business and vote by acclamation. Brother 
Barton was unanimously elected as pastor. He stated that he 
would write a letter whether or not he would accept the call. The 
church voted to pay him $100.00 per month and furnish him a 
house to live in. They also agreed to help him move." Barton 
accepted and preached his first sermon in Chamblee at Prospect 
Methodist Church. The churches in the area were gathered for 
the fifth Sunday meeting. His text was from Isaiah 58: 12 with 
emphasis on "Repairer, Restorer and Builder.'' There was an 
active floor furnace next to or on the right side of the pulpit. 
Barton said, 'I really got hot preaching." 

A tall, energetic and forceful man, Barton spoke with convic­ 
tion. His height usually made him the tallest member of any 
group. His hair was sandy and his skin ruddy. His eyes were keen 
and penetrating. He visited, preached, and devoted himself to all 

LAWSON GENERAL HOSPITAL , 
This army hospital was an amputation and neurosurgical center for allied 
wounded and prisoner of war. Looking ea t toward Buford. Carroll A venue 1s 
on the extreme left. 

HOIR FESTIVAL TIME IN THE MID 1950's, . 
This photo shows the inside of the auditorium of the white building while it was 
still the main place of worship. 
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Baptist causes and gatherings in the same manner that he made 
and kept a garden. By Good Friday his eed were planted, and 
he rose early to garden. When he moved to the pa torium on 
Chamblee-Dunwoody Road he had to prepare hi garden from 
"new ground," a plot 100 by 150 feet con i ting mo tly of thickly 
matted Bermuda. Barton and his wife Ada managed to can their 
vegetables and were among the first to buy a freezer from 
Castleberry's, Chamblee's first appliance store. It wa not un­ 
common for Mrs. Barton to get up at five o'clock and bake five or 
six pies for a G.A.or an R.A. meeting before he left for Chamb­ 
lee School where she taught seventh grade. 

B. L. Barton, the first full time pastor at Prospect Methodi t 
Church, served at the same time as Joe Frank Barton. The two 
were distant cousins, B. L. from near Cartersville, and J. F. from 
Canton. In distinguishing these men people were heard to refer to 
"Baptist" Barton or "Methodist 'Barton. They often worked on 
community projects as "Barton and Barton." Joe Frank saw no 
reason for inaction or sitting on the fence. He was a trong 
promoter of Baptist denominational work and an effective or­ 
ganzer. 
Joe Frank Barton was born on October 31, 1895, in Cherokee 

County. He was educated at Canton High School, Mercer Uni­ 
versity (1920-24), and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(I 938). He served sixteen months in the military service during 
World War I and received the "Honor Cross" from the Daugh­ 
ters of the Confederacy. 
He was called to be pastor of the Cross Keys Baptist Church of 

Macon on October 20, 1920. At the request of the Cross Keys 
Church he was ordained by the First Baptist Church, Canton, 
Georgia, on January 21, 1921. He served as pastor at Waverly 
Hall, Blue Ridge, Ellijay First, Blairsville, Hazlehurst, and St. 
Matthews of Louisville, Kentucky before coming to Chamblee. 
His denominational services included moderator of Morganton 
and Lawrenceville Associations, member of the State Executive 
Committee, and vice-president of the Georgia Baptist Conven­ 
tion. 
In June, 1920 he married Lona Ellen Brown of Nashville 

' 
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Georgia. Before her death they had one daughter .Grace 
Elizabeth who became Mrs. Albert F. Etheredge of Temple, 
Georgia. In July of 1937 he married Ada Meeks of Pearson who 
erved with him at Chamblee Baptist Church. 
When Barton came to Chamblee he found a strong lay leader- 
hip concerned with Bible study, church gatherings, and church 
finances. There was especial regard for regular gifts to the Baptist 
Children'· Home in Hapeville, the Cooperative Program, Geor­ 
gia Baptist Hospital, and regular contributions to the local build­ 
ing fund. A typical example of "crisis" activity came in May of 
1940 when there wa a "shortage of funds to take care of outstand­ 
ing bills, insurance, and coal bill inclusive." A committee con­ 
tacted members and raised funds to pay these bills. 
With the coming of 'The Bartons," as they were often called, 

expansion began. With a determination to carry out the plans and 
programs of the Southern Baptist Convention, the Georgia Bap­ 
tist State Convention, and the Lawrenceville Baptist Assoc1a­ 
tion, Barton began to lead the church in new directions and in 
extending existing programs. In January cards and equipment 
were provided and plans made for a religious census of the com- 
munity. . 

By March, Sunday School enrollment had reached 235 with an 
average attendance of 129. The church approved these and other 
recommendations from the deacons: (1) hold a youth revival; (2) 
appoint a committee to investigate the cost of enlarging Sunday 
School building: (3) instruct R. E. Chatham and the church clerk 
to write Congressman Robert E. Ramspeck, Senators George 
and Russell asking that they vote to prohibit sale of liquor or 
any intoxicating beverages within or adjacent to U. S. military 
sites; (4) secure a choir director; (S) change fifth Sunday ser 
vice to the evening service, and (6) pay pastor s expenses to 
Southern Baptist Convention in Birmingham. . 
Roy Lee Sheffield, general Sunday School superintendent 

through September 1946, saw the roll grow from 200 to 475, an 
increase of 135 percent. For five consecutive years the Sunday 
School was standard. Sheffield changed the Sunday School to a 
more progressive one. He attended conferences and encouraged 
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teachers to train. Classes were added for women youth, and 
children to make additional departments and to make age group­ 
ings more compatible. 

By 1943 Southern Baptists were debt free and the Women's 
Missionary Union had played a great part in the accomplishment. 
J. B. Lawrence in his History of the Home Mission Board wrote 
"Women gave money, circulated hundreds of thousand of pages 
of missions literature, wrote thousands of letters edited score of 
pages in denominational papers, organized mis ionary ocieties 
taught children and young people concerning mission ent up 
prayers for missionaries, and guided and fostered the missionary 
spirit in churches. The Chamblee Baptist Women's Missionary 
Union did its part. The local WMU made the church aware of 
missions. In 1942 the WMU received its first AA-1 Standard of 
Excellence Award and maintained this status through 1947. 
Community missions focused efforts on local need. Membership 
in WMS grew from 37 in 1940 to more than 70 in 1945. Mission 
gifts for this period began with $466.47 and increased to $2 136 23 
in 1945. ' • 
In 1940 a total of 146 young people was enrolled in church youth 

organizations. After 1941, Mrs. Barton served as young peoples 
director, succeeding Mrs. Catherine Hyde Jameson. Four days a 
week Mrs. Barton arose at five o'clock and hiked to Nancy Creek 
with a different group of young people. Each morning they 
cooked breakfast, had a mission study or weekly program, played 
in the creek and explored, and were back home before lunch and 
sometimes after. Other times she had "spend-the-night" parties 
for Intermediate girls in her home. Mrs. Barton also organized 
and trained junior and intermediate R.A. softball teams. 
On the last Sunday evening of 1944 the first "Student Night at 

Christmas was mst1tuted and became a tradition. College stu­ 
dents of the Chamblee church took part with Pearl Holmes of 
Mercer (later to become Mrs. Wallace Duvall, a Nigerian mis­ 
sionary) who gave the evening message "Christ My Impera­ 
tive. Another Chamblee tradition was the New Year's E 
Watch Service. :ve 

As membership grew from 287 in 1940 to 495 in I 945 total gifts 
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to all causes almost tripled. The 1940 treasurer's book indicates 
that $3,581.35 was received, and by 1945 the total amount was 
$ I 0,029.90. 
In March 194 l the deacons recommended that a "committee be • 

appointed to investigate the price of enlarging the Sunday School 
building.'' In June the church made contact with the Home Mis­ 
ion Board for help to improve or build a new building. 
Barton suggested that church members dig out the basement 

under the construction finished in 1939. This was a slow process. 
Chri :tmas came and on the Christmas tree there was a present for 
the pastor. He opened the large box in the presence of the con­ 
gregation. F. E. Kellogg had given him a miniature wheelbarrow, 
shovel and pick all tied together. The gift was displayed in his 
study. But the project was abandoned and plans later drawn for a 
structure to be built beside the church building. 
In the summer of 1941 Barton and Roy Sheffield, with the 

advice and help of C. F. Harrison began a one story frame 
building to the left of the old sanctuary. Materials used came from 
the old telephone building of World War I. The pastor and Shef­ 
field did most of the work. lt progressed slowly until December, 
1941. On January 7, l 942, the church agreed to • 'pay Bradbury 
and Stockmar $35.00 for drawing plans for a building." 
On Monday December 8. 1941, the day after Pearl Harbor, 

tragedy also struck the Chamblee School. About six P. M. 
smoke was discovered coming from a fire smoldering between 
the walls near the science laboratories. Even though firemen and 
citizens fought tirelessly for hours the Chamblee School which 
housed 474 elementary and high school students burned com­ 
pletely, a $100,000 loss. The DeKalb Neu Era reported that 
school reopened on Thursday. December 11 in the local churches. 
The elementary pupils were temporarily housed at Prospect 
Methodist Church while the high school students attended 
classes at Chamblee Baptist. Arrangements were made by M. E. 
Smith, principal at Chamblee, and DeKalb School officials to 
locate the school after Christmas in the temporary office building 
of the construction superintendent, architect, and others in 
charge of building Lawson General Hospital. The elementary 
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school used this location, but most of the high school u ed the 
Baptist Sunday School building when the partially framed struc­ 
ture was completed by local carpenter and painters, among 
whom were many high school boys. 
The December 24 1942, issue of The DeKalb Neu Era re­ 

ported that the new Chamblee School built on the same location 
as the old one would be ready for occupancy by January 1, 1943. 
During 1942 the Sunday School building served a dual purpose, as 
public school and Sunday School. In addition to classroom this 
structure served as offices, kitchen, dining hall and library. The 
right rear corner had a ''bias'' construction to keep the building 
off the adjacent Sawtell property. School officials asked that the 
building be finished so that much needed high school clas rooms 
would be available. Later in a session called on Sunday morning 
August 30, 1942, the church consented to borrow money to 
further complete the Sunday School building and use available 
space better. The church applied to the Home Mission Board and 
received a $1,500 loan to complete the building. The Georgia 
Baptist Convention was petitioned for a donation of $1,000 to be 
applied to the Sunday School building, and the state responded 
with a $500 gift. 
Study courses were the chief method used in training church 

leadership. Three study course weeks were held in 1941 for 
Sunday School teachers and officers. Many efforts were made to 
achieve a better Sunday School as Superintendent Sheffield 
guided the Sunday School toward "Standard" rating. 
The Training Union had its share of state convention pre­ 

scribed study courses. The WMU with all its organizations 
studied books relative to the Foreign and Home Mission seasons 
of prayer. January church-wide Bible study courses were held 
each year. 
Another means of church leadership building was the weekly 

Baptist Training Union period for all ages held each Sunday night 
before the regular worship service that attracted an average of 70 
persons. The purposes were to train for church leadership and to 
provide fellowship or "socials." C. E. Jameson was elected 
Training Union Director on September 15, 1940, and remained in 
this position ably assisted by his wife Catherine during the war 
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years and later. There was close cooperation with the Lawrence­ 
ville Association in emphasizing Training Union. 

In 1942 a Review of the Eight Point Record System" was 
u ed for a Training Union program, consisting of an analogy of 
the Army of God to the then active Army of the United States. 
"(1) Present-I go to Training Union to learn how to be a good 
oldier in the Christian Army. Just as Uncle Sam dnlls the boys in 
hi Army our leaders drill to fight Christ's battles against the 
enemy of Sin. (2) On Time-I must be on time each Sunday 
evening or I will miss some part of my training that may slow up 
my chance to be the kind of soldier Christ needs. (3) Study 
Les on-I must study the lesson ... in so doing I am more 
interested in doing my part to make the Christian Army strong 
and victorious. (4) On Program-I like to have a part on program 
for in this way I learn how to speak before a group without fear 
and no soldier can afford to be afraid if he is to be a good soldier. 
(5) Study Course-Through these we are learning more about the 
way to follow our Commanding Officer, who is Jesus. (6) Daily 
Bible Reading-If I fail to read my Bible each day I fight a losing 
battle for Christ. (7) Offering-(Comments m1ssmg from ongmal 
notes) (8) Attending Preaching-My training in His Army would 
be incomplete if I failed to be in line for the message of our 
Commanding Officer as it comes through our pastor. 
Church bulletins of 1941 carried a heading, "'At the First Note 

of the Piano, Let Silence Prevail." Music was important to the 
Chamblee Baptist Church. Ernest W. Sheffield was elected 
chorister and choir director in December 1939. On April2, 1941, 
th h h led "To have pastor secure a choir director. e c urc vo d 
Ernestine Jameson became the first employed choir lirector, 

· • $300 annually. In 1943 the church appropriated $125 for recervmng ·. . .. ··] M ·:·> 
music. For years the morning worship had a 'Special us1c 
listed in the order of service just preceding the morning message. 
Choir members often spoke of workmg on the 'Special' for 
S d · Each August the protracted or revival services un ay mormng. d 
had a paid guest "singer."' Church treasurer checks were made to 
J O J h . 1940 to "Singer Longino in 1941, and to J. 0. . . o ns mn • 
Jones for 1943 and 1944. .. · d th Rules for the use of the church library were submittet to e 
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church business session of January 8, 1941. The rule included 
the regulation that one book was to be checked out for one week 
with a fine of two cents per day for overdue book . The June 6 
library report stated "five books read, sixteen cents fine col­ 
lected." On July 9 the library had a total of thirty three books with 
one reported borrowed that month. The church bulletin of Oc­ 
tober 26, 1941, contained an urgent me sage. "The week of 
November 2-8 is National Book Week. Perhaps you do not know 
it but we have a Church Library and we are reque ting that you 
will get a book or books, and read it. The book are doing no good 
sitting on the shelves so let's let these books help u and we help 
our library.'' 
The Chamblee Baptist Church provided leadership to the Law­ 

renceville Baptist Association. Members were urged to attend 
the monthly associational Sunday School and Training Union 
meetings. Each August there were usually eight to twelve dele­ 
gates elected to attend the annual Lawrenceville Associational 
meeting, at which time the church clerk presented the annual 
church report in the form of a "church letter." In August 1944 
the association met with the Chamblee church. R. L. Sheffield 
was secretary for the associational Sunday School from 1942 
through 1945 and served as associational vice-moderator for 
1943. C. E. Jameson was BTU associational chairman in 1941 and 
in 1943. In September, 1945 the church voted to pay $300 per year 
to help support a field worker jointly with the other members of 
the Lawrenceville Association. He was to help organize and 
locate new churches. 

Barton served as associational Sunday School superintendent 
(1943, 1944, 1945), chairman of the executive committee, mod­ 
erator of the association, chairman of the evangelism committee 
for six years, and directed the simultaneous campaign. He 
preached the introductory sermon in 1942 and in 1945 and made 
reports on various committees. As superintendent he led the 
association to organize a Sunday School in every church. The 
Lawrenceville Association was recognized as Standard by the 
Sunday School Department of Georgia. 

Pastor Euman Holt of Norcross and Lawrenceville and Pastor 
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Barton organized and secured enough churches to have what they 
named "World Fellowship" in order to reach churches which 
were opposed to missions. 
The church was regular with its denominational gifts. Con­ 

tributions to the Cooperative Program increased from $164.71 in 
1940 to $819.95 in 1945. On May 3, 1944 the church voted to give 
ten percent of all offerings to the Cooperative Program. The 
Children's Home at Hapeville (formerly Georgia Baptist Or­ 
phans Home) was annually allocated $150 in the budget. The 
offerings were made every second Sunday. The church was espe­ 
cially concerned when this announcement appeared in the July 6, 
1941 bulletin. "Word has just been received concerning the 
disastrous fire which destroyed the feed barn and the feed and 
power mill at the Orphans Home on July 3. Won't you please 
bring double and triple your offering next Sunday to help in this 
great los:?' Regular gifts were also made to the Georgia Baptist 
Hospital (May), White Cross State Missions (October), and 
a pecial emphasis on Home (March) and Foreign (December) 
missions. By 1945 the Lottie Moon Offering had reached more 
than $ l 00. Endowment gifts were made to Bessie Tift College 
(1943) and to Mercer University (1944) with special offerings 
received for the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1945. 
The Christian Index was placed in the church budget on January 
3, 1943.. . 
From 1942 onward Barton was asked to make speaking trips for 

the Children's Home to associations mostly in South Georgia. 
He worked in the state evangelism department teaching in 
preacher schools in association and local churches. In these years 
at Chamblee he wa also vice-president of the Sunday School 
Convention of Georgia and served on the executive committee 
the Calendar of Activities Committee, Nominating Committee, 
and the Time, Place. and Preacher Committee, all of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention. 
The national war outlook was grave and on every hand Chamb­ 

lee heard of war and rumors of war. In May 1940 President 
Roosevelt requested of Congress at least 50,000 planes a year. 
Roosevelt's fireside chats began in 1940 to keep people informed. 
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On December 29, 1940, he stated that "there will be no bottle- 
neck in our determination to aid Great Britain All our present 
efforts are not enough. We must have more of everything. We 
must be the great arsenal of democracy." By fall of 1941 the 
United States had become an open ally of Great Britain without 
actually having declared war. However, on December 6 after an 
appeal to the Japanese emperor in regard to troop movement in 
the Southwest Pacific was answered by bomb at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, there was no more talk of i:olationi. m. 

Before Pearl Harbor there were 1,600,000 men in the United 
States Army. By the war's end fifteen million men and 200,000 
women had served in the Army, Navy, Marine and Coast 
Guard. Pearl Harbor almost emptied Georgia colleges of male 
students. Recruiting stations were jammed. Con truction in 
shipyards of Savannah and Brunswick and other war industries 
operated twenty-four hours a day. Military men in uniform hur­ 
ried back and forth across the country to enlarged existing 
installations and to new camps hastily activated for training. 
Railroad trains were packed with servicemen and often their 
families as they tried to stay close by. Hospitable women were 
everywhere with food and cheer for uniformed men headed for 
war and uncertainty. 
Off the coast of Georgia submarines were lurking outside en­ 

trances to ports, sinking ships with products. Farmers were strug­ 
gling with labor shortages. Trained recruits of Civilian Defense 
were scanning the skies for enemy aircraft. No ship could move in 
~r out of Savannah or Brunswick until notified that mines had 

8
een_swept from the channels. The 1942 session of the Georgia 
aptist Convention was moved from Savannah to Macon be- 

cause 1t seemed • d • bl . ibil 1nadv1sal le to meet on a seacoast city with a 
poss1 1 1ty of black t h . . sions." B : ou s and1capp1ng attendance at night ses- 
erect: efgun m February, 1942 the government sponsored the 

ion o an assembly l c . . Marietta. Here 2g Plant for the Bell Aircraft Corporation at 
giant planes ,,/"men and women assembled the B-29's, the 
The grim bus· 7ere responsible for the collapse of Japan. 
munity. mess O war settled down upon the Chamblee com- 
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Old Camp Gordon in Chamblee became the site, beginning on 
October IO, 1940, of the Naval Air Station. This $3 million 
in tallation of fifty permanent buildings two hangars, and three 
concrete runways covered 400 acres. It was commissioned as the 
United State Naval Reserve Aviation Base and two years later 
a the United States Naval Air Station. For the first year and a 
half it was used as a Primary Flight Training School. There were 
160 officers with 300 to 500 men trained every sixty days. For the 
next three years and a half it was maintained as the Navy s 
In trument Flight Instructors' School and graduated more than 
3 000 pilots, many of whom had had previous combat experience. 
The station was also the base for more than 800 who attended the 
Control Tower Operators School. 
Also built on the old Camp Gordon site was the 2,000 bed 

Lawson Veterans Hospital on 140 acres adjoining the Naval Air 
Station. It was named for Thomas Lawson, surgeon general of 
the United States Army from 1836-1861. The Army opened the 
hospital April 15, 194 I, and it became an amputation and neuro­ 
surgical center for allied wounded and also for German and 
Italian prisoners of war. At the close of the war Lawson was used 
as a hospital and separation center to discharge patients and 
taffs. At its activity peak it had a population of 10,000 patients 
and medical personnel. 
In connection with Law on General Hospital there was a large 

Medical Technicians School in which enlisted men were trained 
as technicians in x-ray surgical, medical, dental, and laboratory 
procedures. There were also chools of training for occupational 
therapy, phy iotherapy, dietitians, Medical Department 
Replacement Pool, and a school for cadet nur es. The Second 
and Fourth Auxiliary Surgical Groups, and the 85th and 62nd 
General Hospital Units were trained for overseas duty at this 
reservation. 

After the beginning of the construction of Camp Gordon Air­ 
port (as the Naval Air Station was first called) and of Lawson 
General Hospital, the Chamblee area was never the same. Con­ 
struction workers moved in, pilots were flying training planes by 
March 15, 1941, hospital beds were being occupied by April of 
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1941, and medical technicians were being readied to go to the 
battle areas. The impact of these military installations taxed the 
physical facilities and challenged the local churche to make 
preparations to take care of the piritual needs of person up­ 
rooted from their own homes and churches. 
One of the deacons' recommendations of May 5 1941 wa to 

place a bulletin board at Law on General Ho pital for the pur­ 
pose of communicating with servicemen. A notice in the church 
bulletin of June 29, 1941, read "A delegation from Decatur will 
be with us this morning to present 'The Army Behind the 
Army-USO.' We trust our people will respond to thi appeal." 
On Sunday morning, February 8, 1942, a meeting wa called for 
the purpose of fixing time for church services by war time: Sun­ 
day School, 10:15 A.M.; morning Services, 11:30 A.M.; BTU, 
6:45 P.M.; and evening services 8 P.M. This permitted closer 
cooperation with the military. All members were urged to attend a 
mass meeting on Sunday, February 22, 1942 at the Atlanta City 
Auditorium to hear Senator Walter F. George speak on Civilian 
Defense. On March 3, 1943, the church bought government 
bonds with $142 raised to buy a lot for the pastor's home. Barton 
in January of 1943 led in providing space in the new Sunday 
School building for a soldiers' song service and recreation center. 
The average Sunday School attendance during April, 1943 of 116 
with 42:visitors, including military attendance. In October the 
average attendance was 141 with 55 visitors. 
Families invited servicemen home for lunch after morning wor­ 

ship services and the Training Union provided fellowship and 
socials after the evening service. The church choir sang fre­ 
quently for the patients at Lawson on Sunday afternoon. Because 
of these contacts several Chamblee Baptist Church girls met 
young men who later became their husbands. 
As wives and families visited their loved ones in Lawson Gen­ 

eral Hospital or those stationed at the Naval Air Station they 
often found private rooms in homes of Chamblee Baptist church 
members. As there were no motels nearby, they would have been 
unable to stay near their critically wounded relative or husband. 
For Lawson patients the will to live often lay in these family 
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visit . The visitors usually paid a nominal sum and were always 
treated like "one of the family." Lasting friendships were often 
made. For example, one mother and sweetheart came to visit a 
critically ill oldier one cold rainy weekend. With no car they 
were tranded at the Chamblee home where they had a room. The 
Chamblee family took them to the hospital, returned for them 
after their vi it gave them Sunday dinner and evening snack and 
drove them to the carline in time to make connections for their 
bus. 
Young local church members were being called up for service 

by their draft boards. The youngest draft group of eighteen and 
nineteen year olds was called by the Sixth Selective Service 
Regi tration on December 11 1942. Many other young people 
had volunteered earlier and thus the church was often deprived of 
it youthful members. 
Older members changed their employment to civilian jobs in 

Atlanta area installations. Others moved with their families to 
another city or state for employment more suitable to their indi­ 
vidual and sometimes newly learned skills. Such changes re­ 
moved key leadership in the church. Often other families moved 
by the war situation became active in their places. . . 

Early in 1940 the Home Mission Board began to anticipate 
needs of the military personnel. The Social Service Commission 
of the Georgia Baptist Convention also gave a report on the 
spiritual needs of those in service. They recommended that 
churches be open to the soldiers at all times. Pastors and church 
leaders were urged to make themselves available for ministry to 
these men and women in groups and as individuals, especially 
where churches were located near training camps. The Commis- 

• ggested further that Bibles, religious tracts and issues of s1on su! ·d ·:..:. t 
The Christian Index be distributed and encourage ministers to 
serve as chaplains and spiritual leaders for the military forces. 
Concern was expres ed that ''moral and spiritual life surrounding 
the cantonments be safeguarded and that the character of hostes­ 
ses and others who are employed shall contribute to this end. 

A d• t J B Lawrence in his History of the Home ccor mg o . • ' . ·r · 
M. · B d 1940 saw changed social condit10ns, a sh1 t m ISSIOIZ oar . 
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population draft of men for the army, demand for worker in war 
materials industries, mechanization of farms all drawing men 
from small towns to cities and manufacturing center . Thi. itua­ 
tion created new mission fields. The Southern Bapti t onven­ 
tion in May, 1941 designated the Home Mis ion Board it agency 
to promote religious work in the army camp . In truction were 
given: (1) have charge of the religiou work of the denomination in 
the camps; (2) give denominational certification to Southern Bap­ 
tist preacher for the chaplaincy· and (3) cooperate with the tate 
mi sion boards in the work contiguous to the camp . On June 10 
1941, state secretaries met and launched a campaign to rats;e 
$300,000 to finance the camp work. Alfred Carpenter, then of 
Blytheville, Arkansas, was elected superintendent and began 
work on July 2 1941.In response to this campaign the Chamblee 
church took a special camp work offering on July 27, 1941. 
The United States Government was planning for a ten-year 

war with 10 million men in the armed forces. At least 5,000 
chaplains were required with the Southern Baptist quota et at 
500. Carpenter kept the Southern Baptist quota of chaplains for 
all branches of the armed services filled. In 1944 he reported that 
approximately I ,000 Southern Baptist ministers had seen service 
in the chaplaincy. 
Chaplain R. L. Holmes and his family moved their membership 

from the First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, to the Chamblee 
Baptist Church on September 1, 1943 as a result of the Chaplains 
Committee program. He was stationed at Lawson General Hos­ 
pital. He often preached at the church. When a Chamblee 
Elementary School vacancy occurred Mrs. Holmes taught sec­ 
ond grade until the family left after the war. The oldest daughter 
Pearl (later to be Mrs. Wallace Duvall, a missionary to Nigeria) 
was valedictorian of her class at Chamblee High School. Her 
sister Helen became Mrs. W. C. Ruchti and a missionary in 
Rome, Italy. Elizabeth was the youngest daughter. The Holmes 
family made the Chamblee community their real home. 
Chamblee Baptist service members were scattered throughout 

the United States and overseas installations. The Training Union 
maintained a church service flag and honored each man (and one 
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woman) with a star. These seventy-six young people were en­ 
couraged and strengthened by letters from home and remembered 
regularly by all church organizations and groups in prayer. Not a 
ingle blue star had to be replaced with a gold one on the service 

flag. No fatalities were recorded and only one serviceman was 
eriou ly injured and missing in action. Hubert M. Long, Jr. left 
Camp McCall, North Carolina, in May 1944 with the IO I st Battal­ 
ion Paratroopers from Ft. Benning Georgia. He was dropped on 
June 6 during the D-Day invasion at Provence Cherbourg 
France. He fought until June 10 when he was captured by two 
German soldiers. In May of 1945 the Russians liberated him and 
other prisoners at Stalag 4 B, Germany eleven months and 
twenty-two days after his capture. He had two flesh wounds in his 
left arm and at one point had to walk from one camp to another on 
fro tbitten feet. He practically starved and when medical care 
wa administered his intestines had to be blown open and small 
amounts of food eaten. He later became pastor of the New Hope 
Baptist Church at Mableton, Georgia. He feels these experiences 
and narrow escape from death influenced his decision to become 
a minister. (See Appendix for a roster of the CHAMBLEE 
BAPTIST CHURCH servicemen.) 
On April 12, 1945, President Roosevelt died at Warm Springs, 

Georgia. On April 13 the funeral train using the tracks of the 
Southern Railroad proceeded at a speed of approximately twenty 
miles an hour as it passed directly in front of the sanctuary of the 
Chamblee Baptist Church. For security, soldiers from Fort 
McPherson, Georgia, had been detailed to man every railroad 
crossing between Atlanta and the South Carolina state line. The 
two golden engines were beautifully groomed and the casket of 
the President was in full view in the last car. Many Chamblee 
citizens including Chamblee Baptist Church members along with 
many servicemen stood at attention at the crossing near the 
sanctuary as the train rolled by. 

By May Germany agreed to unconditional surrender. The war 
in Europe ended. On August 6 and again on August 9 the atomic 
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and then Nagasaki, thus 
ending the war in the Pacific and Asia. Peace news was received 

t 
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in DeKalb with "Joy, Tears, and Prayers." Churches in DeKalb 
held special services in observation of the war's end on Wednes­ 
day, August 15. 
The impact of the war years on the Chamblee Baptist Church 

left not only negative but also some positive effects that would 
serve to shape character. 

Richard Hofstader in his book, The United States, ob erves 
that "World War II tipped the earth on its axis more violently 
than any event since the discovery of America almost 500 years 
before, and probably more than any event in recorded history. ' 
In Georgia in World War II LamarQ. Ball says that moral laws 

relaxed under the easy-come, easy-go standards of the war 
nomad. Teenage delinquency became a serious problem. The 
easy dollar increased foolish spending. Some found good fortune 
in war-while others found tragedy, shock and suffering. Of the 
320,000 Georgia young men and women Who joined the fighting 
forces 6,754 failed to return, either dead or missing in action. 
In Chamblee many families were disrupted by the absence of 

father, brother, or son. Some church families moved from 
Chamblee. Feelings of anxiety and fear prevailed as lists of war 
dead, missing, and injured mounted daily. Various shortages 
caused inconveniences and sometimes even discomforts, and the 
church frequently lost members, leadership, and revenue be­ 
cause of war demands and directives. 

Some good was seen in the war years. Because of common 
anxiety some families grew closer. Some people learned more 
responsibility and skills. Shortages often taught patience and self 
denial, and the real values of life and loved ones became most 
important. Churches were challenged to show the spirit of Christ 
to many lonely and frightened men. Church members widened 
their horizons through new contacts. The community and church 
also gained as some very able servicemen returned after the war 
by choice to settle in the Chamblee area. 
The emphases upon membership, growth, leadership training, 

enlarged youth and servicemen's activities, increased gifts, and 
participation in denominational campaigns and programs were 
indications of a church moving forward in spite of war all about it. 

I , 
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Baptisms totaled ninety-one for this period, reflecting the uncer­ 
tainty and instability of the times more than any other observable 
figure. Training Union membership almost held steady at near 
seventy. Church membership rose from 287 to 495; Sunday 
School enrollment from 268 to 389; pastor's salary from $1,200 to 
$1,750; local church expenses were $7,661.24; missions were 
$2,136.23; Cooperative Program was $819.95; and total for alJ 
gifts was $9,797.49. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Ball Lamar Q. Georgia in World War II, Volume I (Department of Archives 
and Hi Lory, State of Georgia, 1946). 

Baptit Woman's Missionary Union of Georgia, Wrought of God, written to 
commemorate The Diamond Jubilee, 1884-1959. 

Blue Flame News, publication of the Atlanta Gas Light Company, May 1952. 
The Christian Index (Atlanta, Ga.) June 1972, Sesquicentennial Issue. 
Coulter E. Merton. Georgia, A Short History, Chapel Hill, North Carolina: 
The University of North Carolina Press, 1960. . 

'DeKalb County Georgia,'' promotion folder, DeKalb Chamber of Agricul­ 
ture and Commerce, 1940-1941. 
The DeKalb New Era (Decatur, Georgia) January 1940-August 1945. 
Garrett, Franklin M., Atlanta and Environs, New York, New York: Lewis 
Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 1954. Volume 3. 

Garrison, Searcy S., A History of the Georgia Baptist Convention of the 
State of Georgia. Executive Secretary-Treasurer. 1972. 

Hofstader Richard. William Miller. and Dame) Aaron, The United States, 
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall. Inc. Second Edition. 
1967-1969. 

Lawrence,J. B. History of the Home Mission Board, Nashville, Tenn. Broad- 
man Press, 1958. . . 

Lester,James Adams.A History of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 1822-1972. 
Commissioned by The Georgia Baptist Convention of the State of Georgia. 
Nash ville, Tenn. 1972. . 

Miller, Paul W., Editor, Atlanta, American Guide Series, New York: Oliver 
Durrell, Inc., 1949. . 

Population and Housing, DeKalb County, 1971, Economic Development De­ 
partment, DeKalb Chamber of Commerce, Decatur, Georgia, 1971. 



wson General 
Hospital 

'Naval Air Station 

Photo found by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pierce 

AERIAL VIEW OF CHAMBLEE. 1948 

Chapter VIII 

Atlanta Meets Chamblee 
- 1946-1956 

CHAMBLEE BAPTIST CHURCH in 1946 became sensitive to 
the changing needs after World War II. The church had been 
ministering to the needs of a rural community, mostly dairying 
and agriculture. The picture changed with the return of service­ 
men, the already established United States government facilities 
and the large companies locating in the North DeKalb area. 
Along with these changes Atlanta was pushing to the north. All of 
this brought a different way of life to the community and church. 
New and young blood came into the church. 
In 1946 Chamblee Baptist Church began to make itself known 

in all parts of Georgia, as well as the Southern Baptist Conven­ 
tion. The membership in 1946 was 517 and was increasing every 
year. By 1955 the church had 828 members. Chamblee Baptists 
were active in evangelism. More than 200 were baptized in the 
decade as well as an increase of 3 l l by letter. 
With growing pains. more building space was needed as well as 

more ground. Pastor Barton went to talk with T. R. Sawtell one of 
the owners of the adjoining property about securing more ground, 
but Sawtell told the pastor he had to talk with his son, Richard. 
He called the next day to say that he was giving the church an acre 
plus. 
C. F. Harrison, a member of the church, with the help of other 

members laid the foundation for the Junior Building, containing 
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an assembly room and eight clas room . Thi frame building 
was parallel to the white building which wa u ed a the anc­ 
tuary. James Griggs was putting a header in a door and tarted a 
nail in the 2 x 4. The board fell out and landed on Bart n' head 
knocking him out momentarily and requiring a couple of titche . 
In 1950 the Chamblee Baptist hurch changed it name to 

"The First Baptist Church of Chamblee." The people felt that 
since this was the first missionary Bapti t church in hamblee 
and other Baptist churche were being formed that it hould be 
identified as the First Baptist Church. 
In February 1951 excavation wa completed by Tom T. 

Jones for moving the Junior Building over the foundation laid 
in 1949. This made a two-story building for the Junior and 
Intermediates. The building when completed contained a new 
kitchen, two large assembly room , (one wa u ed a a dining 
room) and sixteen class rooms. The church office ent out pecial 
marked envelopes for Sunday School and church member to 
make pledges to the building fund. The pledges amounted to 
$ I 30,000 and in August the building was ready for occupancy. 
As the Chamblee area became more urban busine e and 

residential areas pushed northward out of Atlanta. After World 
War II manufacturing and other industries sprang up every­ 
where. Ford Motor Company opened a plant in Hapeville. Gen­ 
eral Motors opened an assembly plant in Doraville. Between VJ 
day in 1945 and the end of 1954, 800 new industries and 1200 out 
of town companies had located in and around Atlanta. Many of 
these were in the Chamblee area-a number were on Peachtree 
Industrial Boulevard, an extension of North Peachtree. 

A plan of improvement was approved in Atlanta by a referen­ 
dum on June 28, 1950 and laid the basis for coordination of city 
and county. In 1952 the plan added 118 square miles to the Atlanta 
area. Atlanta thus became the twenty-third largest city in the 
United States. As more people came into the area more technical 
schools and colleges were needed. Southern Tech located in the 
Chamblee Area. Oglethorpe University was located on Peach­ 
tree Road, within a mile or so of the church property. 
Along with the upswing in economy the financial condition of 
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the church improved. In 1946 receipts for all cau e were 
$9393.45 including ten percent to the Cooperative Program. The 
pastor's salary had increased to $2,400, gifts to mi ion to 
$2,228. 

On March 9, 1947, the church appointed a committee to ecure 
a house for the pastor. The red brick, three bedroom, one and 
one-half bath house on Chamblee Dunwoody Road wa bought at 
an administrator's sale on April 1, 1947. The hou e had belonged 
to Leard Phillips, a member of the church. After a great deal of 
remodeling Pastor and Mrs. Barton moved in. On Friday after­ 
noon and evening December 12, 1947, the Barton held open 
house. 
Once quiet little Chamblee with the Southern Railroad track 

running down the center was fast becoming urban. The city limit 
were extended North South, East and West. Many servicemen 
and families who had been stationed in Chamblee from other 
areas had decided to stay. 
The population exploded as the subdivisions opened. Georgian 

Hills, off Clairmont Road opened in I 946 or I 947. Caldwell 
Village, off Redding Road, opened in 1955. The majority of the 
units on Caldwell Road were apartments. Sexton Woods, off 
Peachtree Industrial Boulevard was built in 1955 and North- . ' woods, in the Chamblee Tucker Road area opened in 1956. With 
the completion of the subdivisions hundreds of people from all 
parts of the United States came to settle in and around Chamblee 
and were employed in the factories and manufacturing plants. 
Others were going to schools in the area. In 195 I, there were 
2,681 telephones installed and in 1952, 3,246. Additional gas and 
water lines were run. Georgia Power Company was busy night 
and day providing electricity for the homes and businesses. 
Chamblee acquired a new city hall and fire station. The single 

patrol car was equipped with a two-way radio. Murphey Candler 
Park, located between Ashford-Dunwoody and Chamblee­ 
Dunwoody Roads, received $3,000 from Chamblee to help in its 
construction. 
In 1947 the Atlanta electric street cars were discontinued. Two 

years later the last street car made its final run. A surprised 
Atlantan, stationed in Korea, saw Peachtree-I 9th, the name of 
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one of the routes on the front of an old street car there. It was 
almost as good as being at home, he wrote. The trolley line ended 
at Oglethorpe University, local taxis provided service in the 
Chamblee area. 
Clubs of every description encouraged progress in the thriving 

community. Some of these were the Garden Clubs, Civic Clubs, 
Scout organization , Mason and Eastern Star Groups, 4-H 
Clubs, and Demonstration Clubs. 
With the population of Chamblee and DeKalb County grow­ 

ing, something had to be done with the schools. H. E. Nelson was 
uperintendent of the DeKalb County Schools in 1946 with Jim 
Cherry coming in 1947 as consultant. They began a long-range 
building program of schools. Jim Cherry became superintendent 
on January 1, 1949. Schools opened in the Chamblee area were, 
Jim Cherry School in 1950, Sky land School in I 954, Ashford Park 
School in 1955, Sexton Woods School 1955, and North Woods 
School in 1955. 
New churches were organized in the Chamblee area. Og­ 

lethorpe Presbyterian Church first held services at Oglethorpe 
University in October, 1948. It was organized into a church 
March 27 1949 with forty-three charter members. Fitzhugh 
Legerton was called as pastor in June, 1950. McElroy Pres­ 
byterian ARP Church, was organized on February 13, 1949 
with thirty charter members. Services were first held on Dresden 
Drive and called the Candler Road Presbyterian. The church was 
named after R. Ivan McElroy, a faithful member of the Pres­ 
byterian church. The church was organized in his supermarket on 
Peachtree Road. The first minister was C. 0. Williams. 

Doraville Baptist Church, was organized under ericourage­ 
ment of Lawrenceville Baptist Association on November 27, 
1949 with thirty-five charter members. Charles E. Sneed was 
called as first pastor. A. Scott Patterson, retired missionary from 
China and R. F. Farris, associational missionary, helped in carry­ 
ing on the work. Mrs. Frank Oglesby, Mrs. W. J. Greenway, Sr.. 
Mr. and Mrs. Count Kellam, and Mrs. Frances Chatham Haynes 
from Chamblee Baptist Church joined the church to help in 
getting the work underway. 

Skyland Methodist Church was organized in 1951. Sexton 
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Woods Baptist Church, later known as Donaldson Drive Baptist 
Church, was started as a mission Sunday School in 1952. This 
was under the direction of Atlanta's Second Ponce de Leon 
Baptist Church. Charles Allen was the organizer. The Sunday 
School was first held in the Oglethorpe apartments and later 
moved on Sexton Woods Drive using a building from the old VA 
Hospital. Hugh James was the first pastor. 
Clairmont Baptist Church began as a mission of Brookhaven 

Baptist Church and held services in the Skyland Apartments. It 
was constituted into a church in August, 1953. Scott Patterson, 
retired missionary of China, was the first pastor. Land was sec­ 
ured to build a permanent building at 3542 Clairmont Road in 
1954. 
Northwoods Baptist church began as a mission of Clairmont 

Baptist Church. It was organized on January 9, 1955. The church 
was constituted on March 27, 1955. Fred L. Cox was called as 
pastor. 
Nancy Creek Primitive Baptist Church was 125 years old in 

1952. The cemetery was divided by the railroad and the oldest 
grave was James W. Reeves, born December 6, 1792, died May 8, 
1852. Foot washing and communion were observed on the first 
Sunday in May and the first Sunday in August. 
Oglethorpe United Methodist Church formerly known as Og­ 

lethorpe Estates Methodist Church, held its first meeting in the 
Oglethorpe Apartments. It was organized into a church and 
moved to its present location in July, 1955 with Steven Dill as 
minister. Services were conducted in one of the Lawson General 
Hospital barracks until the present sanctuary was built. 
Prospect Methodist Church was 125 years old in 1951. 
The population of Chamblee reached 5,000 in 1954. Chamblee 

was governed by a mayor and five councilmen. The mayor and 
the councilmen serve for two years. Three councilmen are 
elected one year by referendum and the mayor and the other two 
the next year. W. B. Malone was elected mayor, and had served 
for twenty-six years by 1975. The councilmen who served with 
him were: B. T. Pierce, G. D. Britt, C. P. Warnock, T. F. Dyer 
and C. E. Jameson. Most of these were members of First Baptist 
Chamblee. 
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In 1952, the employees of the industries in the area donated 
blood for Korean service men. With 400 to 500 donors enrolled in 
twenty-one industries. This was thought to be the beginning of a 
periodic program for blood donating. 
Chamblee Hospital needed space for another doctor, to assist 

Dr. J. M. Schreeder, Dr. W. A. Mendenhall, and Dr. W. K. 
Kerr. These three and two in Brookhaven had 25,000 people to 
serve. The hospital increased its facilities, having nine beds with 
one room for Negroes. 

President Harry S. Truman, a Democrat, was pushing his 
"Fair Deal Program." The outspoken President led the country 
in a stormy, controversial administration. Many problems faced 
the nation, such as inflation, shortage of housing and bitter labor 
disputes. The United States became a stabilizer in a rocky world. 
The Selective Service Act signed by President Truman in 1948 
called for all men between 18 and 25 years of age to register for the 
draft of all branches of the service. The Fair Deal Program 
presented in 1949 included a minimum wage of seventy-five cents 
an hour, generous farm supports, expansion of Social Security, 
low housing rent, and broad civil rights proposals. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower became the first Republican president 

in twenty four years on Nobember 4, 1952. Richard M. Nixon was 
his vice-president. The Republican administration presented a 
broad economic program in 1953. This included tax revision laws, 
shifting the national debt to long term bonds and providing for a 
sliding scale of interest that would go up or down dependmg on 
demand. 

By the time the Korean War came, the economy had begun to 
swing upward. Agriculture was stronger, as the state became first 
in the nation in raising peanuts and pimento peppers. Georgia was 
near the top in egg and tobacco production. Cotton, however, 
was still the state's most important crop. 
Education in Georgia was being upgraded by employing better 

qualified teachers and requiring certification in their field. Expan­ 
sion programs for the educational facilities were launched for 
elementary, high schools, colleges and those of higher learning. 
The Supreme Court in 1954 declared that Negroes must be admit­ 
ted to all public schools. Three Negro women sought to enroll in 
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Georgia State College of Administration in Atlanta, but were 
refused. The U. S. District Court ruled that all units of the 
University System must be open to Negroes, and the system 
slowly integrated. 
The North Korean Army trained by Russia launched an assault 

against South Korea on June 25, 1950. Because of previou com­ 
mitments, President Truman and the United Nation felt it was 
their duty to intervene. Truman ordered troops in Japan to re cue 
the South Koreans. These troops were under the command of 
General Douglas McArthur. Before the conflict General McAr­ 
thur defied Truman's orders and was relieved of his duties. Gen­ 
eral Matthew Ridgeway was placed in command during 
Eisenhower's presidency. 
The Korean Conflict came to an end in 1953. Not as many men 

from the church served in this war as during World War II. 
However, many men were involved and all returned safely. 

Barton, pastor since 1941, continued to lead the people in all 
denominational work. He became the vice president of the Geor­ 
gia Baptist Sunday School Convention in 1946. He was a pro­ 
moter of the Children's Home and spent much of his time travel­ 
ing over the state on behalf of the children. He was a student of the 
Bible and wanted his people to be knowledgeable as well. Barton 
was selective in the study courses that were taught in the church 
getting teachers from the state and seminary levels. The church 
led the Lawrenceville Association in Sunday School awards. 
Barton participated in most locai, state and Southern Baptist 
Convention meetings. He attended the Baptist World Alliance 
meeting in London, England in 1955. 

Barton was an executive committee member of Lawrenceville 
Baptist Association, and president of Atlanta Minister's Confer­ 
ence. He was an influential promoter of the simultaneous revivals 
in the Lawrenceville Association and participated in one in Cof­ 
fey ville, Kansas in I 950. 

Many young people were influenced by their pastor and com­ 
mitted their lives for fulltime Christian service under his mi·;Gt 
Th • I d H 1rus ry. ese me u e . E. Hyde, ministry 1947· W H Gary • • t ·· .••. • mun1siry, 1951; Pearl Holmes Duvall, missionary to Nigeria, Africa; Helen 
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Holmes Ructi, missionary to Rome, Italy; Agnes Thurman, edu­ 
cation director-secretary, Ben Hill Baptist Church; Elmer White, 
ministry, 1955: Sylvia Wiley Zellner, minister's wife; and Gene 
Wilson, educational director. 

Miss Hazel Boyd of Dalton accepted the work as the church's 
first educational director-secretary in May I 95 I. She 
strengthened the organizations through recruitment and training 
of leadership; as well as promotion. She emphasized participation 
at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly in North Carolina and summer 
conferences in Georgia. She personally took young people to 
these conferences. Her emphasis on missions led the church to 
the first Lottie Moon offering as a churchwide event. Miss Boyd 
resigned in December 1955 to continue her education on the 
graduate level. 

Prior to the time workers were paid in the music program. 
members volunteered their time to play the piano. Some cf these 
were Miss Anne Morris (Black), Miss Martha Ayers, Miss Er­ 
nestine Jameson (Wills), Miss Frances Jameson (Cadenhead). 
Mrs. Dorothy Curtis, and Mrs. M. E. Blair. An electric organ 
was dedicated in 1951, and Mrs. Mary Ellen Hudson joined the 
staff as choir director. Under the ministry of Mrs. Dorothy Dun­ 
can the first choir robes were bought. George A. Neely, profes­ 
sor of speech at Emory University School of Theology, became 
choir director and organist in 1954. The enrollment of the choirs 
reached more than 100; enthusiasm was high, and the musical 
ability of the choirs increased. He married Bess Boggus. and they 
both were involved in all church activities. He greatly influenced 
the young people with whom he served, meeting with them in 
fellowships. When his other duties required more of his time. he 
felt it necessary to resign in I 957. 
As the church grew and the finances increased, the staff in­ 

creased. In 1954 Mrs.G. C. Bagley became the first paid nursery 
worker. She kept the nursery during the worship period. Mrs. 
Herbert Schutte was the first church secretary, working half-time 
in 1952. Mrs. J. B. Hurley and Mrs. H. A. Burnette were em­ 
ployed as joint church hostesses in 1955. Mrs. Gladys Pharr be­ 
came church secretary in 1955. Mrs. H. N. Wood also worked as 
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a secretary in the 1950's. Fred Garmon erved the church for 
several years as· custodian. 
Three of the senior deacons were made deacon emeritus in 

1955. They were W. A. Ayers C. F. Harrison and C. P. War­ 
nock. These men had a long service record as deacon . Ayer was 
born November 16, 1883 in Stephens County. His leader hip in 
other phases of church life included Sunday School uperin­ 
tendent and trustee. He was married to the former Fannie Evin . 
He had lived in the area since his marriage and remained there 
until his death in I 962. 
While the church always encouraged a welcome committee to 

greet visitors as they came to church, one member delegated 
himself as a "Welcome Committee of One'' to stand out front and 
shake hands with all who passed him. This was "Mr. W. A. 
Ayers." Many people in the church said he was the first person 
they met when they came to the church. Years after he was no 
longer able to attend, church people asked about the gray haired 
gentleman who always stood at the front door to say, "Hello, I'm 
glad to see you." 
Deacon Harrison was born in Forsyth County, October 5, 

1878. He was one of fifteen children. He was married to the 
former Flora Sheffield. He served as superintendent of buildings, 
and he was a carpenter by trade. He died March 31, 1961. War­ 
nock was born February 12, 1874. He was married to the former 
Corrie Reed. A former Post Office employee as well as a mer­ 
chant, he held many church offices serving as Sunday School 
superintendent, chorister, chairman of the deacons finance and 
pulpit committee. He died September 16, 1958. ' 
The physical plant was enlarged by partitioning sections thus 

making more space for new classes, and the Sunday School 
classes experienced mushroom growth. A teacher training pro­ 
gram was maugurated, providing better methods and knowledge. 
Class officers were urged to attend these study courses and 
the Sunday School in 1949 again led the association in study 
courses awards. 
The Cradle Roll was added to the Sunday School in 1946. Mrs. 

Elizabeth Smith headed this department. The Cradle Roll en- 

listed babies as soon after birth as possible. Mrs. Smith and her 
ten a i tants maintained an enrollment of babies, an indication of 
the area's birth rate and growth. Each visitor's roll had ten babies. 
Cradle Roll babies were enrolled in the Nursery as soon as they 
were old enough to be brought to church. This posed another 
problem and more space and equipment were needed. Since the 
N ur eries and Beginner Departments had outgrown their space it 
wa decided to move the Beginners upstairs to a larger room. Two 
large room behind the sanctuary were turned into four separate 
nur erie by building a one-cabinet divider five feet high in each 
room, providing shelves for books, toys and supplies. This gave 
room for nursery, bed babies, toddlers, two-year old and three­ 
year old children. These nurseries under the leadership of Mrs. 
Hazel Bray were soon overflowing. The Beginner room upstairs, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Edna Chapman was soon filled to 
overflowing, and this meant a larger increase in the whole Sunday 
School. 

Mr . Bray was invited to work as a state nursery worker, and 
she was asked to go to Nashville for Sunday School Board work. 
She declined both on account of home responsibilities. Lawrence 
Tippett of the State Sunday School Department was so impressed 
with the practicability and working space in such a small area 
Nursery that he asked for pictures. These pictures were used at 
Ridgecrest and Glorietta Baptist Assemblies the following sum­ 
mer as a suggestion of how small churches could get the most 
from their space. . 
William R. Rigell. son of Pastor W. R. Rigell, of Central 

Baptist Johnson City, Tennessee and a student at Georgia Tech 
was general superintendent of Sunday School 1947-48. The en­ 
rollment increased from 328 to 402. Robert T. Gunter, a native of 
Cleveland Georgia married a local girl and located in Chamblee 
after his discharge from the Air Force. He served as general 
superintendent from 1948 to 1953. William C. Simpson succeeded 
Gunter but the length of his service is not known. Irvin Bramlett 
from Toccoa Georgia moved into the Chamblee area and was 
employed by General Motors; he was superintendent 1953-54. 
Gunter again was superintendent 1954-56. 
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During most of the church's history the minister was the only 
paid worker. The church's gratitude for lay leadership wa 
shown on the resignation of Robert Gunter a: superintendent 
when he was presented with a watch. His letter of thanks said, 'A 
constant reminder of experiences that I have had with you a a 
Christian as we shared together.'' 
The First Baptist Church Chamblee Sunday School opened 

two mission Sunday Schools. One was located in J. W. Mann' 
dairy barn on Clairmont Road, in I 951. The other wa located at 
the Tech Lawson Apartments on Carroll Avenue about 1953. 
School is out!!! Vacation Bible School begins Saturday." 

This cry was being heard on every hand as children, parent and 
workers prepared for the event. On June 3 1951 the church' 
Daily Vacation Bible School had its parade with float , banner 
and police escort through Chamblee's business and residential 
areas. Monday VBS opened with 260 enrolled. The church bu 
picked up children in the community to bring them to the chool 
each day. The school lasted two weeks. Friday night of the 
second week the parents were invited to a program. The children 
demonstrated some of their teachings by sword drills, plays and 
memory work. The children's handwork was displayed, also. 
John C. Warr was manager of the Georgia Baptist Children 

Home. He reported on his ministry, stating that a daily average 
for 1955 was 450 boys and girls. Because of a lack of pace and 
funds only twenty five percent of the applicants for admission 
were accepted. During the year churches and associations con­ 
tributed eighty-five railroad car loads and more than I 00 truck 
loads of clothing and food for use by the Children's Home. The 
children presented special programs at the church on numerous 
occasions. Afterwards they were guests in the members' homes. 
Often the children would spend a week or two with church mem­ 
bers. 
The Woman's Missionary Union experienced many changes. 

Miss Eva Warren, Mrs. Edith Douglas Mrs.Jack Smith, Mrs. H. 
E. Hyde and Mrs. J. B. Head served as presidents. They led the 
group in many activities, taking part in home mission projects 
throughout the United States. Every year they had a shower for 
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the Children's Home. For several years they adopted a child from 
the Children's Home being responsible for clothing and other 
needs. On certain days they went to Georgia Baptist Hospital to 
make cancer bandages and other items used with the patients. 
The GA' s became very point conscious as they worked for 

their tep leading up to the coronation ceremony held at the end 
of every church year; This was a special event when every girl 
tried to do her best to earn points that entitled her to take part. 
They were under the direction of Mrs. J. F. Barton and later Mrs. 
Bernice Dotson and Mrs. Peggy Thomas. 
The Helen Ma ters and F. Catherine Bryan Business Night 

Circle helped in the mission offerings. Miss Martha Ayers and 
Mis Evelyn Cox served a chairpersons of the Helen Master's 
Circle. Jeanette Brown and Ruth Berrong were chairper ons of 
F. Catherine Bryan Circle. Many missionaries found their way to 
vi it the e groups. Members of the WMU and BWC attended 
summer meetings at Camp Pinnacle and Ridgecrest. 
In March 1949, Bernard King state Brotherhood secretary 

a i ted in forming a Brotherhood of which Edwin Daniel was 
elected president. A highlight of their work was sponsoring a 
little brother." The work of the Brotherhood stressed missions. 

The WMU had sponsored the Royal Ambassadors through the 
year . In 1946 the RA work was transferred to the Brotherhood 
Commission by Women's Missionary Union and the church fol­ 
lowed the WMU example. 
The Training Union experienced a spurt of growth in the early 

fifties. Even though the membership increased it was -hard to 
reach the goals et because of the advent of television and mem­ 
bers' desire to tay at home at night. The leaders of the Baptis 
Training Union during these year were T. 0. Jenks J. B. Head. 
and George B. Taylor. In 1946 the attendance at Training Union 
wa. seventy-six and in 1954 it had reached 181. 

Mr. Barton's interest in youth led her to "'set up" a church 
camp known a Camp Daniel Morgan and located at Rutledge, 
Georgia. About fifty or more boys and girls and young people 
attended the camp August 23-27, 1 954. Tommy Boland took over 
the camp and became known as "Mr. Camper" as he continued 
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to be in charge of the camp for years to come. Larry Bray and 
several other R.A. boys assisted Tommy. 
First Baptist Church, Chamblee, continued as an active 

member of the Lawrenceville Baptist Association. The associa­ 
tion reported in I 946, twelve Vacation Bible Schools, fifteen 
Training Schools, five enlargement campaigns, and 208 baptisms 
from the Sunday School. World Fellowship Week was held in 
seven of the churches. Barton aided in planning the activitie of 
the association. He continued to hold offices. Mrs. Barton wa 
divisional Young People's Leader. Harold L. Smith wa an ex­ 
ecutive member, and Robert T. Gunter was an executive member 
of the Sunday School Association. 
The Federation of Business Women was organized in 1952 in 

the association under the leadership of Mrs. A. S. Johnson of 
Norcross and Miss Martha Ayers of Chamblee. The federation 
was composed of twelve churches. The group met twice each 
year to promote missions throughout the association. Miss Ayer 
was the first president, and Connie Gunter served as the first 
stewardship chairman. 
The Georgia Baptist Hospital facilities were expanded in 

November 1951. At this time a new hospital building was added. 
In addition a new Professional Building was authorized. Chamb­ 
lee Baptists wanted to have a part in furnishing a room in the new 
hospital. The following inscriptions were placed on the door of 
Room 383: 

Plaque I-By First Baptist Church, Chamblee 
Plaque 2Rev. and Mrs. Joe Frank Barton 
Plaque 3-Choirs of First Baptist Church, Chamblee 
Plaque 4-Fidelis Class, First Baptist Church, Chamblee 

After World War II the members of the church became more 
mission minded. The awareness intensified under Miss Hazel 
Boyd, educational director. She had been sensitive to the em­ 
phasis at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary on mis­ 
sions, and she felt the need of bringing it into the church program. 
Her concern aroused the interest of the church at large. This in 
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turn increased the gifts to the Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong 
Mission Offerings. 
Georgia Baptist schools and colleges were experiencing the 

beginning of the post war boom. The student enrollment in the 
Baptist schools had an increase of ninety percent. Truett 
McConnell Junior College located at Cleveland, Georgia had 
received $400,135 in property, cash notes and pledges. The 
treasurer's report as of December 1, 1946 indicated a cash bal­ 
ance in two banks as $36,999.33. Chamblee Baptists pledged 
$1,911 toward this college and by December 1950 they had paid 
$967.80. Discussion was given to a plan for locating a Baptist 
college in the Atlanta area within ten miles of the city, in the 
northeast section adjacent to Interstate 85. 
Every department, every class was again needing more room. 

The deacons recommended that a committee be appointed to 
study these needs and later to form the building committee. 
Elected by the church were Robert T. Gunter, chairman; Grant 
B. Curtis, Jr. and Harold L. Smith. The committee suggested an 
educational building. They felt that the Sunday School Board had 
a set of plans that met the needs of the church. Plans were 
completed in 1954 and accepted by the church. Barker and Cun­ 
ningham were secured as the architects. Decatur Federal and 
Loan had the best terms for a $11,000 loan, and they suggested the 
church raise $25,000. Tom T. Jones was awarded the building 
contract. 

In February 1955, the finance committee elected George B. 
Taylor as chairman of the special building fund drive. In two 
months the fund had mounted to more than $15.000. A concen­ 
trated effort by designated workers visiting in the homes of the 
membership reached the goal. 

People gathered from everywhere on Sunday morning, May 
22, 1955 for the ground breaking of the first unit of the educational 
building. The morning service was held in the sanctuary. After 
the worship service the congregation went to the new building site 
where the oldest members of the church participated in the actual 
ground breaking. These were Mrs. W. A. Ayers, Mrs. D. G. 
Chesnut, Miss Anna Evins, John Gay and C. P. Warnock. 
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The Nursery Department was equipped exactly as the Sunday 
School Board suggested. Some ministers from Atlanta came to 
see the Nursery that the pastor had been bragging about at the 
Minister's Conference. They said "You did not do enough brag- 

. " gmng. 
The new educational building was now ready for occupancy 

and dedicated on Sunday, February 26, 1956at 2:30 P. M. The ser­ 
vice of dedication reflected the religious life of the community 
with Pastor Dan Maxey of the Prospect Methodist Church read­ 
ing scripture Moderator Jack Tatum of the Lawrenceville Baptist 
Association praying, and Pastor Omer Graves of the Fir t Bap­ 
tist Church of Lawrenceville having the benediction. However, it 
was the pastor and the lay leadership of the church which led in 
the dedication. Building Committee Chairman Robert T. Gunter 
presented the building "to be dedicated to the glory of God and to 
the service of man." Trustee Chairman Paul E. Pierce accepted 
the building "to be dedicated and set apart for teaching the Word 
and worship of Almighty God and for the ervice of all men.' 
Then Pastor Barton led the people in an act of dedication, at the 
close of which Deacon Chairman Harold L. Smith prayed a 
prayer of dedication. 
The church felt the need of a bus ministry. Barton and the 

Sunday School superintendent went to see Fred Henderson 
about securing a bus and also driving it. Fred's father was a driver 
for the DeKalb schools, and he had purchased his own bus. Fred 
was allowed to use his father's bus, and he was given$ I 5 a month 
for his service and for gas. 

With the resignation of Barton the congregation drew closer 
together. Thus creating a feeling of unity from the young to the 
old. A pulpit committee was elected whose members were Ben 
Hyde, chairman; Grant Curtis; Robert Gunter and Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Smith. 
During the period without a pastor, the church asked a number 

of ministers to speak. The three who ministered more frequently 
were J . C. Massee, Sr., former pastor of Tremont Temple Baptist 
Church, in Boston, Mass.; Glendon McCullough, Royal Ambas­ 
sador leader for the Georgia Baptist Convention, and Lamar 
McGinty, former president of Tift College. 

id. a 
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With the increase of community and church activities, good 
planning. study and cooperation the church continued to 
trengthen in most every area. The people became more mission 
mmded and gave more freely of their gifts for the work at home 
and abroad. As the church grew, the activities of the denomina­ 
tion became more prevalent, and there was a greater participation 
mn national and world events. 
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GROUNDBREAKING 1955-A NEW ERA BEGINS 
Groundbreaking for the first modern building was a big event. Breaking ground 
were Fannie E. Ayers, Olivia Chestnut, John Gay, Anna E. Maddox, and C. P. 
Warnock. 

t 

Photo courtesy Mr, and Mrs. Robert Gunter 

EXPANDING TO MEET EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
The congregation participated in the 1955 groundbreaking, with th B 
b ·1d· • h b k , e rown u1, Ing mn tte ac ground. Note the woods to the right. The New Peacht 
Apartments are located there now. ree 

Chapter IX 

A Changing 
- 1957-1960 

orth DeKalb 

IN 1956 THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of Chamblee was in 
the final stages of an identity struggle. On the one hand there was 
the little church that was servant to a dairy and agricultural 
community in North DeKalb. On the other hand there was the 
church that was the product of the overflow of Atlanta-young, 
aggressive and busy. 
The two forms of the church lived side by ide for a time but a 

was inevitable, the young church won the day. 
In a few word: thi: describes the setting as Cecil E. Sherman 

. perceived it after accepting the call to become the pa tor of Fir t 
Baptist Church of Chamblee on August 1 1956. 
Chamblee and the North DeKalb area were emerging from the 

pre-World War II rural dairy and agricultural economy into the 
burgeoning urbanization of Metropolitan Atlanta. Residential 
subdivisions and commercial and industrial developments were 
filling the vacant land areas between Chamblee and downtown 
Atlanta. 

Peachtree Industrial Boulevard which began development in 
the forties continued to expand and because of its easy accessibil­ 
ity and excellent transportation became the distribution point to 
the Southeast for many industries. Beginning with the con truc­ 
tion of the Boyle-Midway, Inc., plant. many other regional and 
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branch offices of huge nationally famous corporations located in 
Chamblee. 
DeKalb's growth rate was twice that of the entire metropolitan 

area in 1955 and much of this growth was in the North DeKalb 
area. During the first six months the DeKalb Planning Commis­ 
sion analyzed 131 new subdivision plans and gave final approval 
to seventy-four, preliminary approval to fifty-two, and five were 
pending. This meant that, on the average, one new subdivision 
was being added in DeKalb County every working day. A total of 
6,956 new lots were laid out in the first five months. 
Among the subdivisions being developed in the immediate 

church area were Ashford Park, Sexton Woods, Beverly Hills, 
and Longview, which later became Huntley-Hills. One hundred 
thirty new homes were authorized for Ashford Park and 106 new 
homes were planned for Sexton Woods. Beverly Hills was 
opened with 169 new homes and 2,100 homes were planned to 
cover 1,000 acres in the Longview subdivision. 

Along with the commercial, industrial, and residential growth it 
fallows naturally that there would be growth in churches and 
schools. First Baptist, Chamblee, was using its new educational 
building. The Northwoods Methodist Church was organized on 
January 30, 1955, and announced building plans on· March 15, 
1956. The Brookhaven Christian Church moved to the au­ 
ditoriumi of Oglethorpe University until its new building would be 
ready. The Brookhaven Baptist Church started construction on a 
$200,000 education building as the first unit of a $400,000 building 
program. First Baptist Church of Doraville began construction of 
a new sanctuary seating 400 in July of 1955. University Baptists 
entered their new building on Easter of 1956. 
The school population was exploding. In July of 1956 the 

DeKalb School Board announced plans for an $11 million bond 
issue to build the 750 classrooms needed for an expected 50,000 
pupils in 1960. As an example, 313 pupils entered DeKalb schools 
after Christmas holidays in January 1956; they came from nine­ 
teen states and one foreign country. A consultant from a planning 
firm noted that for each 100 new families four school rooms are 
required, plus four teachers, $30,000 for overhead expenses, and 
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four acres of public land. The 100 families bring 140 passenger 
cars and trucks, intensifying the traffic problem. Already under 
construction and preparing for opening in the fall of 1955 were 
thirteen new chools which were financed by a previous bond 
issue or state and federal funds. 

Because of its proximity to the Na val Air Station and the fact 
that many DeKalb parents worked on government installations 
including the Naval Air Station, a federal grant of $353,000 was 
used in the construction of the Ashford Park School. The Naval 
Air Station, the Veterans Hospital in Brookhaven, and Lockheed 
Aircraft Company in Marietta had a tremendous impact on the 
economy. Lockheed alone employed 16,000 people at the end of 
1955. 
Other trends reflected the economic growth. For many years 

there was only one bank in the entire North DeKalb area located 
in Brookhaven. During 1957 it increased its deposits almost 
$500,000 over the previous year and by 1959 had increased 
another million. 
The Chamblee Post Office in 1957 had an increase of 7.4 

percent in business. The Doraville Post Office jumped 40 percent 
and moved up as a first class office. 
The number of telephones was growing rapidly with 14,000 

added in the Atlanta District in 1954 and 18,000 in 1955. The 
alpha-numbering system was changed to go along with the new 
nationwide numbering system. 
DeKalb County sales increased by $1.4 million from Sep­ 

tember to October 1955 as an indication of the rapid increase in 
business. The population of the county had grown from 21,112 in 
1900 to an estimated 185,362 in 1955. 
To show the other side of the picture in land use, in February 

1955 DeKalb's cotton allotment was 705 acres compared to 929 
acres in 1954 and only 57 percent of the allotment was planted. 
In his column called "Chamber of Commerce Chatter'' in the 

North DeKalb Record and Norcross News, Percy Plant noted 
that "'DeKalb County has more churches per capita than any 
other county in the Southeast. This fact has influenced not only 
the spiritual growth of DeKalb County but also the industrial 
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growth." In Industrial Survey of Georgia 1955, published by 
Georgia Power Company, the statement was made that An 
important by-product of a spiritual atmosphere is its relationship 
to favorable industrial conditions. It is difficult to arou e ammo - 
ity between employers and employee who work clo ely together 
in their church and Sunday School." 

Because of these changes in the community, a the new pa tor 
noted it was inevitable that the church Fir t Bapti t hurch of 
Chamblee, would also change. 
On Wednesday, Augu t 8. 1956, at the monthly bu ine meet­ 

ing the church voted 'that the Reverend Cecil Sherman be paid a 
starting salary of $5 200 and that he pay his own utilitie . '' The 
call was extended through Chairman W. Ben Hyde of the pulpit 
committee and accepted by telegram on August 11. 
Cecil E. Sherman was twenty-nine years old at the time. A 

native of Fort Worth Texas, he was married to the former 
Dorothy Eugenia Hair on December 23 1953. The son of long­ 
time Baptist parents Sherman was converted at nine year of age 
and made his decision to become a minister at eighteen. He 
served in the United States Army from 1945 to 1947 following his 
graduation from Polytechnic High School in Fort Worth. 

A 1950 bachelor of arts graduate from Baylor University with 
majors in English and history, Sherman served as pastor of Selfs 
Baptist Church in Honeygrove, Texas, from 1950 to I 954. He 
received his bachelor of divinity degree from Southwestern Bap­ 
tist Theological Seminary in 1953 and a master of theology in 
homiletics at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1956. While at 
Princeton he was chaplain of Baptist students. 

Before coming to Chamblee Sherman completed his residence 
toward the doctor of theology degree at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary from which he later received the degree in 
homiletics in I 960. 
In addition to pastorates in Texas and Princeton, New Jersey, 

Sherman also served as staff associate for campus and clinic 
evangelism in the Evangelism Division of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas. 
The pastor's wife also attended Southwestern Seminary and 
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received a master's degree in religious education. Before their 
marriage ·she worked for the Baptist Sunday School Board in 
Nashville. 
The Shermans arrived in Chamblee on Friday, September 28, 

to begin their work. As was traditionally the case a shower was 
held to assist them in setting up housekeeping in the pastorium on 
Chamblee-Dunwoody Road. In preparation for the presentation 
of the shower gifts and a new kitchen stove, Mrs. Robert Gunter 
and Mrs. H. N. Burnette wrote: 

There's a church in our town 
With people wondrous good. 
Although they had no pastor 
They did the best they could. 

Each day they'd pray 
That God would send 
The man along their way 
Who'd laugh with them 
Or cry with them 
And lead them day by day. 

Then came the word! 
The Lord had heard 
And from the Lone Star State, 
There came the man 
Who answered God 
He brought his lovin' mate. 

Now - mere man can live most anywhere 
A hotel room will do. 
But-Woman! 
She requires a home with furniture preferably new. 

So please accept this gift from us 
(The people wondrous good) 
And furnish your home in "Our Town'' 
As we would know a woman would. 
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Sunday, September 30, 1956, was Sherman's first Sunday as 
pastor. Robert Gunter was Sunday School superintendent. There 
were 490 in Sunday School using the new educational building. 
Because the congregation wanted a complete church, staffing 
increases were necessary to provide the services. From 1956 to 
1960 the one part-time secretary became two full-time secretaries 
and the one part-time minister of music who led the choir from the 
organ bench became a full-time minister of education and music 
with an organist assisting. 

A few weeks after the new pastor arrived duplicate worship 
services were needed on Sunday morning to accommodate the 
crowds that overflowed the sanctuary. Sherman announced the 
beginning of such services on Sunday, October 21. As many 
members as possible were asked to attend the early service at 8:30 
o a to provide more room for visitors at the 11 o'clock hour. 
At the business meeting at which the church decided on dupli­ 

cate services a motion was passed to abolish the church night 
supper committee and to establish a hospitality committee and 
make the church night supper a permanent feature of Wednesday 
night services. Much was made of a Wednesday night program for 
Sunday School teachers and officers. Since the people worked all 
day, it was required that the church offer the night meal. Two 
women from the congregation Mrs. H.J. Alexander and Mrs. 
Joe Hurley, were employed and the Wednesday night program 
was made stronger. . 

Because of the overcrowding and need for space, at the busi- 
ness meeting on December 5, 1956, the church launched a cam­ 
paign to reduce the debt of $108,000 by paying $850 per month and 
save $35,000 in interest. This would enable the church to build 
again in three years. The plan was proposed that if 300 people 
would give a dime a day for one month $900 would be raised each 
month. 
An extensive campaign followed. A brochure used in the effort 

gave the details: 
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Here Is Where We Were January I I 957 

1. Our Debt to Decatur Federal Saving 
and Loan Association was 

2. Our Debt to American Seating 
Company was 

3. Our Interest and Principal for 
December 1956 was divided: 

Interest 
Principal 

Total Monthly Payments 

435.2 I 
414.79 

$104,036.62 

3 000.00 

850.00 

4. Our Prospect for the Future 
a. Complete the loan in March 1972 
b. No real building expansion-just a dream 

5. Our Dream Was Born January I, 1957. 
We Named Her "Debt Retirement." 

The brochure continued with a tatus report as of January I, 
1958, if the drive were successful. It concluded with a projected 
victory if the members would give 'over and above" their regular 
giving and stated the rule of thumb: ''As many members of the 
family as possible give one dime a day. ' 
The churches in the North DeKalb area conducted a survey in 

February. Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Lutheran con­ 
gregations cooperated. This was followed with spring revival 
services held by First Baptist Church of Chamblee from April 7 
through April I4 with James A. Langley of Washington, D. C.,as 
guest evangelist. Forty-two people were added to the church, half 
of them by letter and half by baptism. Twenty of the twenty-one 
added were adults and the other was fourteen years old. This was 
indicative of the type of evangelism that went on during 
Sherman's tenure as pastor. At this time the Southern Baptist 
Convention was involved in the 30,000 Movement which began in 
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1956: it wa to culminate in 1964 upon the 150th anniversary of the 
organization of Baptist work on a national level. The goal was to 
double the number of Baptist preaching places by the creation of 
5 000 churche and 25 000 missions by 1964. 
On November 22, 1957 a daughter was born to the pastor and 

Mr . Sherman; he was named Genie. 
The second full-time man on the staff was Bill Cropper called 

to the church as minister of education and music. He was paid 
$5,200 a year and provided a house. A native of Kentucky 
Cropper graduated from Georgetown College and received his 
ma ter of religiou education degree from the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. His wife was a 
graduate of the University of Kentucky and taught first grade in 
Kentucky before coming to Chamblee. 
The Croppers moved into their new home at 4115 Clairmont 

Road in Chamblee. A pantry shower was given them by the 
members of the Sunday School and WMU of the church. Their 
first day at First Baptist Church January I 9 I 958, was desig­ 
nated as 'Bill Cropper Day" and resulted in a record attendance. 
Cropper had previously served as minister of education at the 
First Baptist Church in Somerset Kentucky. 
The church expanded its property in 1958 by purchasing land 

from the T. R. Sawtell Estate. On January 8 the church approved 
a motion of the trustees that the property be purchased for a sum 
not to exceed $25 000. On January 22 a special business meeting 
was called to approve the plan for financing the purchase. The 
church authorized the treasurer to borrow $5,000 from First 
National Bank and sign such notes a necessary to obtain the 
loan. 

In 1957 a building committee had been recommended by the 
deacons and approved by the church· it consisted of Harold 
Smith, chairman; Robert Gunter; Grant Curtis· George Taylor; 
and Lee Brown. Their term was designated to be until the dedica­ 
tion of the next unit of the new building. 

At the December I. 1957, business meeting the building com­ 
mittee asked for the approval of the floor plans for the extension 
to the existing education building. On February 19, 1958, a called 
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business meeting was held to approve the floor plans for the West 
Wing of the educational building which would erve as a sanc­ 
tuary. On April 2, 1958, the building committee, at a called 
business meeting, was authorized to study and inve tigate costs 
of recreation facilities, parking facilities basic landscaping of 
grounds, moving the Intermediate and office building , renovat­ 
ing existing materials, and furniture for the East and West exten­ 
sions of the educational building. 

Each year the North DeKalb Ministers' Association planned 
and conducted Easter Sunrise Services at 6:45 a.m. at the Og­ 
lethorpe University Stadium. This year Sherman was the physi­ 
cal arrangements chairman and the message was brought by Dow 
Kirkpatrick, minister of St. Mark Methodist Church Atlanta. 
The following year Sherman was again in charge of arrangements 
and Cropper directed the combined choirs. Robert E. Lee of the 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer brought the message. 
At the May 28, 1958, business meeting the building committee 

recommended that a contract be executed with the T. T. Jones 
Construction Company not to exceed $145,000. On June 4 the 
church authorized the trustees to borrow $240,000 at 6 percent 
interest from Decatur Federal Savings and Loan Association 
using the property as security. 
The Chamblee City Council on Friday, August 8, approved a 

building permit for the new education building at a cost of 
$116,702. 
In what was probably the first air conditioning, the finance 

committee recommended at the May 21 business meeting, and it 
was passed, that an air conditioner be purchased for the pastor's 
study. 

In October 1958 the church adopted a budget of $125.000 for 
the year 1958-1959. This was by far the largest in the history, 
exceeding the previous budget of $72,000 by $53,000. The church 
had agam adopted the Forward Program of Church Finance in 
September and Thomas E. Boland was named general chairman. 
An extensive campaign was held to inform the membership that 
the budget would provide for building construction, :. .·, , ibt ' 1d ,muss1on con 
tributions, and increased operational expenses. As a part of the 

emphasis a special stewardship revival led by Bill West from 
Dallas Texa a loyalty dinner involving about 600 people at 
Cross Keys High School cafeteria, and an every-member canvass 
were held. 
In December 1958 the building committee received church 

approval to begin altering the Intermediate Building as funds 
became available. At the same time a motion was passed not to 
use the upstairs of the present meeting house after the move into 
the new building; this was felt to be necessary for fire safety 
reasons. 
About this time plans began to progress toward the establish­ 

ment of Atlanta Baptist College (later Mercer University in At­ 
lanta). In September of 1956 Monroe Swilley, pastor of Second 
Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, had made an unofficial request to 
the executive committee of the Georgia Baptist Convention that 
the Education Commission be enlarged in scope. The convention 
approved an expansion of the responsibility of the Education 
Commission to provide for added studies. 
The Atlanta Baptist Association College Committee was from 

this point to be in communication with the Executive Committee. 
The 1958 convention approved a campaign by the Atlanta As­ 
sociation through the College Committee to raise $3 million from 
the Metropolitan Atlanta Area with the appeal being limited to 
individuals, foundations, and business concerns but nut to 
churches. The college committee was authorized to choose a site 
and at this time no name had been chosen; it was given three years 
in which to raise the money. If enough were not raised the 
convention would have authority to determine whether sufficient 
funds had been raised to justify establishment of a college. 

In March of 1959 a site was purchased from the Flower's 
Estate from Rev. T. W. Jones, and from the Judson G. Wright 
Estate for $750,000. Wright was a deacon of First Baptist Church, 
Chamblee prior to his death in 1948. Mrs. Robert Gunter and 
Miss Addie Wright, daughters of the Wrights were members of 
the church at the time of the sale. Another daughter, Mrs. H. A. 
Franklin deceased had been church pianist. In 1960 the Con­ 
vention approved a recommendation that the college be a college 
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of Mercer University in Macon with eight member of the Mercer 
trustees to be chosen from the Atlanta A ociation. The Atlanta 
Association had respon ibility for rai ing capital fund for the ite 
and buildings. 

Meanwhile in January of I 959 plan were underway at the 
church to secure furniture for the new building and on February 
18 a meeting was called to act on a resolution to borrow additional 
money from Decatur Federal for the purchase . Beginning Feb­ 
ruary 4 a program called "Pennies for Sidewalk:' tarted. Buck­ 
ets were placed in the building for people to put their pennie in to 
raise enough money to build sidewalks. 
After having worshipped in the white-columned frame building 

for more than 50 years the congregation moved into the new 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday, May 29, 1959 at the west end of the 
educational building which had been occupied in January. It had 
been necessary to hold duplicate morning services for more than 
two years. The new building was designed as a temporary place of 
worship and would be redesigned for educational purposes when 
a still larger sanctuary was built later. 
On dedication day, June 14, 1959, three services were held at I I 

a";3p.m..and8.m. John Hurt, editor of the Christian Index, 
spoke at the morning service, Roy O. McLain, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, spoke at the afternoon service, and the 
P"Or spoke at the evening service. Pastors of other churches in 
the area participated in the afternoon service. Pastor Ralph B 
Hawkins of Prospect Methodist Church Ch bl • 
ivosanion, Pastor rove Met. ts,]"$;Ej; s 
Presbyterian Church read the scri tu . e g et orpe 
Henderson or First Banis cn,""",,"d Pastor Emmett 
benediction. orcross offered the 

During the dedication program the pastor stated· "T d 
are standing on the accumulated pra ers work • . o . ay we 
eighty-three years of dedicated pe ,, ;and aspirations of 
are humbled by the certain knowl dp e.th ore important, all of us 

. e ge at we are to thi • f 
achievement only because God has led us. When God ~ point o 
people follow seems there is alway , , eads and 
''M ·ire 1dI 'sa success story. y wIre an are made h; • . appy in the accomplishments that 

belong to the church. Days like today will linger as one of the few 
great day of our lives. You see, this church is our life. Your 
acrifice: have made us happy. Thank you. 

We are neither at the beginning nor the ending. This is a 
celebration that comes as a welcome interruption in a hard day s 
work. Tomorrow we will work again and we will do better 
work. The building will be a new tool in our hands.' 

In keeping with the growth of the church and its staff, a per­ 
onnel committee was added to the church organization on 
July 8, 1959, as a result of an addition to the by-laws. 

On the Convention level Southern Baptists voted to establish 
a Stewardship Commission in 1959. 
The deacons recommended on August 5, 1959 that First Bap­ 

ti t Church of Chamblee transfer its affiliation from the Law­ 
renceville Association to the Atlanta A ociation effective Sep­ 
tember 30, 1959. Many members of the congregat10n felt that the 
Atlanta Association had more benefits and prestige. Sherman 
presented this approach in the di cussion. The tran fer was ap­ 
proved. Also, at the same business meeting the Clairmont Baptist 
Church asked that First Bapti t Church help e: tablish a mission 
near Tucker. The church gave the white building which formerly 
had been used for Sunday School and church offices. 

A former pastor Thaddaeu. J. Tribble, died at his retirement 
home in Burlington, N. C. Funeral services were held at Fir t 
Baptist Church of Chamblee on Wednesday, October 7, 1959. 
Cecil Sherman and L. E. Smith officiated and burial was in the 
church cemetery. A graduate of Mercer Univer ity, Tribble had 
also been pastor of the North Atlanta Baptist Church and Wav- 
erly Hall Church. 
The church was formally approved for membership in the 

Atlanta Baptist A sociation at the fifty-first annual session held at 
Inman Park Baptist Church on October 20, 1959, and at Wieuca 
Road Baptist Church on October 21, 1959. 1 tern 5 on the agenda 
was the application of First Baptist Chamblee for membership. 

In December 1959 Sherman became involved in the Chamblee 
City election. The pastor wrote the candidates asking for their 
stand in regard to the sale of alcoholic beverages in the city. In his 
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letter he said, "We are aware that from time to time those who 
serve us as councilmen and mayor are confronted with requests to 
change the status quo. Should you be elected to this office and a 
request for an outlet for the sale of intoxicants beer and wine 
included, come before you, what would be your feeling in the 
matter? 
All candidates answered but only two stated unequivocally that 

they opposed the sale of beer and wine-Arthur A. Beauchamp 
and Mayor W. B. Malone. Others stated that they would abide by 
the wishes of the majority of the people. 

After reading them to the congregation one Sunday Mr. Sher­ 
man had the letters posted on the bulletin board until the following 
Saturday. In comments to the congregation he stated that he 
hoped they would vote their convictions and use this evidence in 
determining how to vote. 

He pointed out that the ''will of the majority'' is not necessarily 
right and a 'candidate who supports the will of the majority only 
is obligating himself to a fluctuating standard of morals.'' He 
stated that he was looking for a candidate who would uphold what 
he thought was right. In the election, Mayor Malone was 
reelected. W. F. Mosher and T. W. Moore were elected as 
councilmen. 
The choir presented a Christmas Cantata, ''The Christ Child,, 

by C. B. Howley, on December 20 under the direction of Cron- 
per. P 
In 1956 the Georgia Baptist Convention began a Program of 

Negro Work under the leadership of Durward V C S 
C; • • I • ason, r. ason s arnva upon the scene to work in th· . ·ided ·"· Mus particular area comet e with a year of indecision and frequent f . th rt f G • . rustrat1on upon e par ot ieorgia Baptists as a result of the Ur··d S 
Supre c rt d • • • mte tates me our ecision in 1954 concerning inte • · 

bl• h I " · gra 10n m the put tic schools, wrote John Lester in History of Ge : . 
Convention. 'orgia Baptist 
The Southern Baptist Convention at St Louis h d 

I • d • • a approved a resoluton entorsing the Supreme Court's plan c • . 
th bl• h 1 ,or mtegrat1on of e pu 1c sc oo s. At the 1956 Georgia Baptist C . 
h h C • . 1s1 'onvention w en t e onvent1on received the report from it S . 1 . , s ioc1a, Service 
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Commission, it deleted several sections and added an amend­ 
ment. The Christian Index reported that the Convention 
adopted "recommendations under race relations which included 
a recognition of difficulties involved; an admonition that Georgia 
Baptists should teach faithfully and proclaim the basic Christian 
principles that apply to the problem including the Universality of 
Christ's gospel that God was no respector of persons· and the 
ethics of the Golden Rule and priority of the Kingdom of God 
over any present and imperfect order." 
The Convention deleted recommendations that the Conven­ 

tion accept the Supreme Court decision as the law of the land and 
acknowledge that it is in harmony with the Constitution. It also 
killed a reference that: "We can through our churches seek to 
create an atmosphere that would make it possible for those who 
administer our public schools to comply with instruction of the 
courts." 
The Convention further did away with a section which said that 

the Convention could,support organizations such as the Georgia 
Council on Human Relations in implementing the order of the 
Supreme Court. . 

It was within this denominational attitude concermng race 
relations that the members of First Baptist Church of Chamblee 
were given the opportunity in March of 1960 to vote on the school 
situation in Georgia. 
The Sibley Commission had been holding hearings throughout 

the state to give the public an opportunity to express opinions on 
the question of open schools versus closed schools. In other 
words, would the public accept integration and keep the public 
schools open or rather than integrate would the public schools be 
closed? . . 
The pastor decided to give the congregallon an opportumty to 

vote Sunday, March 20, and to present the response to the Sibley 
Commission on Wednesday, March 23, at a meeting in Atlanta. 

Between 105 and 120 persons took part. Those under eighteen 
were asked not to participate. The response was overwhelmingly 
to keep schools open. The two questions were: (1) Do you prefer 
to close the public schools rather than have any form of segrega- 
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tion? (It is presumed that if the public school should be closed a 
plan for private schools might be forthcoming.) Ye No.2) 
Do you prefer some form of desegregation with the ideas of pupil 
placement and local option incorporated into the plan? Ye No 

There were twenty-seven yes and sixty-one no an wer to No. 
(l). No. (2) received seventy-six yes and nine no an wer . 
All who voted had to sign their name and no ballot were 

counted which were not signed. The ballot wa ubmitted after a 
vote of the church. Some members objected to signing their 
names and others objected to the church having uch a vote. 

Sherman said that he thought the Sibley Commi ion hould 
hear from us. He added that he had preached about the chool 
matter two or three times lately and that hi church member 
knew how he felt that the schools must be kept open. "We mu t 
eventually realize that what Judge Hooper is saying in the chool 
case means us-and we must be ready when hi final word i 
given.' Sherman went before the Sibley Commission himself to 
deliver his church's stand. 

At the Georgia Baptist Convention in 1960 the report of the 
Social Services Commission was rejected by the convention after 
extended discussion. The report was primarily in the area of race 
relations. The commission recommended that Georgia Baptists 
give prayerful thought to the matter in the light of biblical teach­ 
ing· that local churches attempt to repair the goodwill between the 
races which had been damaged in recent years; and that Baptists 
as individuals seek to harmonize their religious convictions with 
federal court rulings on the subject and if the two were irreconcil­ 
able then to seek some alternative "that will conform to faith and 
continues our position as law-abiding citizens." 

A one-paragraph substitute by Louie D. Newton was adopted 
which stated the belief in public schools and urging state and local 
officials to continue them. Following the report the Social Ser­ 
vices Commission was abolished. 
Also at the 1960 convention, President-elect John F. Kennedy 

was commended for his statement in support of separation of 
church and state. However, nothing was said against borrowing 
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money from the federal government. This had caused con­ 
troversy since 1956 when Mercer University had been granted 
permi ion to borrow money from the Housing and Home Fi­ 
nance Agency for construction. 
At the Easter Sunrise Services on April 17 at Oglethorpe Uni­ 

ver ity the music again was led by Cropper. Searcy S. Garrison, 
executive secretary and treasurer of the Georgia Baptist Conven­ 
tion since 1955 spoke. At the evening service at the church ''The 
Seven Last Words 'by DuBois was presented by the choir under 
Cropper's direction. 
On Ea ter Sunday afternoon the church parking lot and flower 

i land were dedicated in a 3 p.m. ceremony. The lot was given by 
Mr . Frank A. Ogle by in memory of her late husband. She 
unveiled a plaque in his memory and spoke briefly on Oglesby· 
life and of his wish that the gift be made to the church. Sherman 
gave a talk and H. E. Scroggins read the scripture. The lot was 
turned over officially by Fred Henderson chairman of the 
grounds committee and accepted by C. E. Jamison. chairman of 
the board of trustees. 
On May 13 Sherman received his doctor of theology degree at 

Southwestern Seminary. His thesis was written on "A History of 
Baptist Preaching in the South Before 1845." The previous week 
the church had been having a revival conducted by James Lang­ 
ley who had led a previou revival at Chamblee. Frank Boggs, 
well-known Atlanta musician, led the singing. 
Sherman accepted a call to serve as pastor of the First Baptist 

Church of College Station Texa , effective at the end of June. 
Although he had earlier announced his decision to the deacons, it 
was a surprise to many in the congregation. In offering his resig­ 
nation the pastor stated, "We've enjoyed our stay here. We leave 
in no sense because of unhappines: but because we feel that it is 
the right thing for u to do." . 

In summing up his years as pastor in Chamblee Sherman stated 
that every church has certain hallmarks which are keys to an 
understanding of the people. He felt the First Baptist Church had 
some personality traits that marked the people. These traits were 
in relation to missions, evangelism, and youth. He said: "'The 
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people willingly responded to appeals for support of home and 
foreign missions. The Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong appeals 
for missions were raised and made strong. With Dr. Cal Guy of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, the church had one 
of the first revivals of missions in the Convention. 
"It was obvious that the Chamblee church . should grow. I 

doubt I could have kept the church from growing. The people 
were all around, and the church did grow. Many joined the church 
as they moved to the North DeKalb area. But there is more. The 
Chamblee church experienced some of the greatest revivals in 
that the unconverted were persuaded to the faith that I have ever 
seen. · 1 
"I know few churches in the south that have more consistent Y 

offered a finer youth ministry than Chamblee. Rev. and Mrs. Joe 
Frank Barton started a camping program. T. E. Boland expanded 
and strengthened that camping ministry. It is the best I know 
anywhere, by any church of any denomination." 
He further stated: ''The four years I spent at Chamblee were 

most rewarding years for me. Our only child was born while we 
lived in Chamblee. My graduate program was completed while I 
was a minister at Chamblee. My first real experiences at being 
pastor were while at Chamblee. Some hard lessons were learned 
about pastoral leadership-there were some defeats and disap­ 
pointments. On the other hand, my best and strongest memories 
are of wonderful years of growth and faith and friendships and 
service. My last sermon in Chamblee was entitled 'These Good 
Years,' and from the perspective of more than a decade, I still feel 
that I had the right name to catch my feelings about my first real 
church.'' 
On July 6, 1960, the chairman of the deacons was instructed to 

write a letter of commendation to the First Baptist Church of 
College Station to accompany the church letters of the Shermans. 
It was also voted that the church would cooperate in the effort to 
build Atlanta Baptist College. 
During the several months that the church was without a pastor 

the preaching services were conducted primarily by members of 
the staff of the Home Mission Board located in Atlanta. Glendon 
McCullough served more than other men from the Board. 
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In September 1960 a library committee was appointed. Mrs. E. 
Earl Futrelle had been elected as church librarian in May p ·_ :. flibn <. • 'os1 tons ot librarian and assistant librarian were approved. In De- 
cember it was reported that the library contained 308 books and a 
five-drawer card catalog cabinet had been purchased. This was an 
increase of 153 books from May. 
Also, in the interim between pastors the church adopted a new 

budget. Consideration was given to buying a new home for the 
minister of educatiorfand music and a new pastorium. The min­ 
utes for January 4, 1961, noted that a housing committee in 
conjunction with the trustees proposed that a house be built on 
Dresden Way for the minister of education and music. The new 
house would be built at a cost of $15,000. The church would 
borrow $14,000 and retire this amount in monthly installments of 
approximately $100. The rent currently was $125. The house was 
to be built by Oscar Battle and would normally sell for about 
$19,500. It would have three bedrooms, two baths, living room, 
dining room, kitchen, and family room. Also, it would have a full 
basement and carport. 
In January of 1961 the church recommended that Tom Lawler 

be called as pastor. Written ballots were recorded as 332-yes, 24- 
against, and one voted for another person. W. B. Hyde again 
served as chairman of the pulpit committee and Robert McFar­ 
land as chairman of the deacons. 
The church had now completed its struggle for identity. It had 

sought a new image as a suburban church serving a large section 
of the northeast Metropolitan Atlanta area. It had succeeded. 
Now the leadership was moving into new hands. Lawler accepted 
the call and came to Chamblee on March I . 

I 
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Chapter X 

Maturing Amid Turbulence 
- 1961-1969 

THE STAGGERING IMPACT which the events of the 1960's 
were to have on the attitudes and life style of Americans would 
have been considered a fantasy to one just entering the decade. 
Wars and rumors of war troubled everyone. There was the 1961 

Bay of Pigs fiasco in Cuba and the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 
which caused thousands to install fall-out shelters in their back­ 
yard or basement. The involvement of the United States in the 
Viet Nam conflict increased to 600,000 troops with 50,000 men 
losing their lives each year and billions upon billions of dollar 
being spent on the war. This one factor contributed most to the 
run-away inflation of America's economy. The Mideast was 
troubled with U. S. Troops being sent to Lebanon and the infa­ 
mous six day war between Israel and the Arab countrie in 1967. 
There was unrest in the Dominican Republic which required U. 
S. troops. 
The civil rights movement regrouped with Martin Luther King 

Jr. leading non-violent demonstrations such as the Selma march. 
and Stokley Carmichael announcing Black Power and the violent 
reaction to social injustices. The pressures from this movement 
resulted in landmark Federal Civil Rights legislation. The Black 
Muslim movement was gaining in its influence and power. 
The as. assination of President John Kennedy. presidential 

candidate Robert Kennedy. and civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King Jr. rocked the world. 
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The youth culture of the 1960's was to have a far reaching effect 
upon society. There was the phenomenon of the Beetle and the 
subsequent hundreds of youth rock group which affected mu ic, 
fashion, vocabulary, attitudes and expression of every descrip­ 
tion. Young people were "tripping out" on LSD marijuana, 
barbiturates, amphetamines, and heroin. Hippie were hout­ 
ing 'flower power" and love while the yippie were shout­ 
ing "down with the establishment". Campu di turbance re­ 
flected the extreme rejection of authority on the part of many. 
The development of a birth control pill accelerated the sexual 

revolution. Obscenity laws were relaxed and pornographic mat­ 
erials became easy to secure. Nudity and sexually intimate be­ 
havior was commonplace in movies. Books which would have 
put the owner injail in the 1950's were now sold at the corner drug 
store . 

. "God is dead" claimed Professor Altizer of Emory, and reli­ 
gion convulsed. Joseph Fletcher proclaimed a new morality in his 
Situation Ethics. The occult was gaining more adherents while a 
new openness to God's power through the Holy Spirit was pene­ 
trating every denomination. The renewal movement was coming 
to the forefront. According to Bill Clemons an associate with the 
Vineyard Conference Center in Louisville, Kentucky, there were 
six understandings which surfaced and marked the renewal 
movement: Mission is central to the church and each born again 
believer is on mission. Ministry belongs to the entire people of 
God, not Just to the clergy. The teaching ministry equips God's 
people for ministry in the world. A deep daily devotional life is a 
necessity for a life lived on mission. Small groups in the church 
,};5 "%;j ,element tor she sor or mission. spirit1 sis 

ecalled forth from each Christian and are the starting point 
ror one's journey int di ·'] ·: 
W t 

O 1sc1p esh1p. The lay renewal movement 
as to penetrate Baptist 1r Th US! lute and become a major force. 
n]<.,""""" s"astatine riots ii watts, Newari and Detroit 

y racial unrest, +ti 1bli 51i ical agitatio Al . ' an 1-esta 1shment attitudes and polit- n. long with nu . . • 
prosperity as never bef ' away inflation came economic 
While all of this w h re. seen. Crime increased every year. 

as 1appening there were unbelievable scientific 

and technological advances attributable to the space race and the 
landing of our man on the moon" July 20, 1969. It was change 
change change. ' 
The accelerated changes which were to occur in the areas of 

ocial injustices, culture, politics, economics, education, and 
moral patterns were to leap out in stark contrast to the so called 
• ilent years' of the 1950's. 
Historian Robert Baker said, "People were ill-equipped to 

cope with these events when their faith was being undermined by 
massive scientific, philosophical and even religious attacks. 
Frustration and cynicism often had no outlet save dependence 
upon alcohol and other drugs. Social injustices of many kinds 
were confronted and often accompanied by physical violence. 
Some of the areas of confrontation involved racial discrimination. 
war nuclear weapons women's rights, population explosion, 
rampant inflation distrust of big government and the established 
order, taxes poverty, urban decay, abortion, traditional religious 
discrimination prayers in public schools environmental pollu­ 
tion and communal living". 
The events of the I 960's affected all institutions because the 

people making up those institutions were affected. There was an 
accentuation of the continuing problems of mankind: fear. uncer­ 
tainty, prejudice, mistrust, greed, and violence. On the positive 
side, there was a breakthrough in the creation of a new apprecia­ 
tion of individual freedom and the awareness of the need for 
identity, honesty, tolerance, love and peace. 

Baker points out that more than ever before Southern Baptists 
were interested in the political, social, economic and ecclesiolog­ 
ical currents about them. These were complex currents and all 
Southern Baptist churches did not respond to them alike. South­ 
ern Baptists were preoccupied with four areas during the 1960's: 
"Growth," "expanded geographical base,'' ''vexing controver­ 
sies," and "the study of its own structure". 
The Convention was concerned first of all with its "growth". 

The rapid growth of the 1950's had slowed down but the total 
church membership continued to increase at a rate of8.8 percent. 
The serious concern came from the fact that while church mem- 
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bership was increasing there was a dramatic turn around in the 
enrollment of many of the organization of the church. All but the 
music ministry were decreasing in enrollment. . . 
The following chart illustrates the trend in Southern Baptist hfe 

and what was occurring at First Baptist Chamblee from 1963-64 
to 1969-70. 

Several things stand out in these statistics. Church mem­ 
bership for First Baptist Church Chamblee was increasing at a 
higher rate than the national average but so was the number of 
non-resident members. The Chamblee area wa benefiting from 
the growth of Atlanta and the subsequent economic boom. 
Notice the 95.1 percent increase in total gifts received by the 
church for the period. Construction in the area was creating 
thousands of new homes and apartment units as well as new 
businesses. The population of DeKalb County had moved from 
256,782 in 1960 to 414,085 in 1970. Many of the new people 
coming hto the area were with national corporations and part of 
the business custom of one move every three years. The Sunday 
School had to enroll 300 new members each year to keep its 
enrollment the same. Although the Sunday School shows an 
increase from 1455 to 1503 during the seven years, the organiza­ 
tion dropped 2, I 00 members from its roll. This mobility ac­ 
counts for the startling increase in non-resident members. 
Training Union, WMU and the Brotherhood were responding 

to the national trend. The church's Brotherhood figures in the 
chart above reflect the temporary disbanding of Baptist Men in 
1967-70. A more accurate figure for Brotherhood would be a 
decrease of 35 percent. 
Tra_ining Union decreased in enrollment in spite of intensive 

planning and promotion. The average attendance dropped 35 
percent from 232 in 1964 to 148 in I 970. The church conducted 
monthly visitation for Training Union, held fellowships, invited 
special guests, changed to interest graded seminars for adults, 
and held workshops on drugs, finances and aging. All of this did 
not revive Trammg Union. The seminars in 1967-1969 created a 
record average attendance of 232 with a record high attendance of 
310 on Apnl I I, 1968. This last gasp doubled the involvement of 
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adults but workers for children and youth were till impos ible to 
find. The church entered the 1970's with a new philosophy con­ 
cerning Training Union; church member training, leadership 
training, new member orientation and opportunities for special 
education children could occur at a time other than the traditional 
6:30 P.M. Sunday night. 
The national trend in the loss of numbers and vitality in church 

organizations was a great concern for Southern Bapti::t . The 
second preoccupation with Southern Baptists was an "expanded 
geographical base''. 

Robert Baker states that, "the rapid expan ion of Southern 
Baptists into geographical areas of the United State has no 
parallel in American Christianity of this century. From a geo­ 
graphical base of eighteen states in 1917 Southern Baptists now 
have work in every state. There was no orderly or planned expan­ 
sion because it was spontaneous based upon Southern Baptist 
people living in new areas''. 
First Baptist Church played a small part in the expansion of 

Southern Baptist work in the North. The role of Pastor Tom C. 
Lawler in the pioneer work of Milwaukee will be cited later. 
Pastor Lawler's zeal for missions and his personal experiences 
with Southern Baptists in Wisconsin motivated him to educate 
the membership of the church in understanding the financial and 
prayer needs of pioneer missions. There was a new category in 
the church's 1962 budget. $600 was designated for pioneer mis­ 
sions. In February 1962 the church began to send this support to 
the Valley Baptist Chapel in Appleton, Wisconsin. That summer 
The Call carried the following article, "The Valley Baptist 
Chapel has constituted into a church. There were two adults 
saved last Sunday. It's good to know that our investment in 
P1_oneer mi_ssrons has and will continue to pay dividends. Pray that 
First Baptist Church of Chamblee will always have a missionary 
vision and a compassionate heart''. 
Support for the Valley Baptist Chapel was slowly reduced 

beginning in late 1963 as the church began shifting financial sup­ 
port to the Emerado Baptist Church in Emerado North Dakota. 
The pastor of the chapel, Bobby Bundick had been led to the Lord 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDING-1965 
Thi 300 foot long building served as educational space and as the temporary 
auditorium. Note the brown building on the left and the 100-year-old water oaks. 

Photo by Don Franklin 

WORSHIP IN THE TEMPORARY AUDITORIUM 
The congregation is shown worshiping for the last time in the temporary au­ 
ditorium which had served so well from 1958 to October 1972. 
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by Tom Lawler while LawJer was pa tor of the Richland Hills 
Baptist Church. Bundick was a telephone lineman and wa work­ 
ing on a telephone line in front of the church when Lawler began 
talking with him and led him to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 
The Emerado Church was located at the Grand Forks Air 

Force Base, a Strategic Air Command Unit, where 17,000 men 
were stationed. The church had an effective influence upon many 
of the servicemen. They were averaging 252 in Sunday School 
attendance. In 1963 the budgeted amount for pioneer missions 
was increased to $720 a year until the category was removed from 
the budget in 1972. 
In the summer of I 963 Miss Carol Bond, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Howard Bond served as a summer missionary in Ohio. The 
following letter to the church reflects her feelings. 

"Dear Brother Lawler: 
"My ten weeks as a Summer Missionary here in Ohio have 

almost come to a close. In many ways it will be hard to leave this 
part of the country. 
"Through the days of Vacation Bible School, survey, and 

revival, I can say that my eyes have opened to many attitudes of 
the world toward the church. But then, I also can more clearly see 
the frightening attitudes of Southern Baptists. 
''In each community our business has been people; people 

who are Southern Baptist, people who are unenlisted, and people 
who are lost. Our job is to spread the gospel as far as we possibly 
can. 
'Because Southern Baptists are young in the northern part of 

our United States, we have had to meet in store front buildings on 
Mam Street, m theatre buildings, and in exhibit buildings on fair 
grounds. Some Southern Baptists have turned up noses at such 
meager beginnings saying, "I'II wait till you have a full-time 
pastor and a nice little brick building like the one back home'' 
''But God has been blessing in a mighty way. In two or three 

different communities several families have united to labor to­ 
gether that a new preaching station might be established. Here 

! ' 
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among these families there is little thought of self. One father 
might be out of a job, but he will give faithfully his time, money 
and talents. 'Sacrifice'' and " Suffering" are words that are 
common among these Southern Baptists in the North. Establish­ 
ing a new work is not easy, but these people are dedicated, 
enthusia tic and eager. 
'' May we in the South somehow have our eyes opened to the 

need in our own land. Remember "Pioneer Mission" work in 
your prayers." 

The third area of Southern Baptist preoccupation was that of 
"vexing controversies" expressed in the areas of race and doc­ 
trine. 

Baker wrote, "The principal social problem affecting South­ 
ern Baptists has been racial. Southern Baptists, along with many 
other denominations did little about the unsophisticated dis­ 
crimination against the Negro. The initial thrust in Southern 
Baptist participation in the new spirit of fighting the practices of 
racism was spearheaded by the Christian Life Commission .... 
This social controversy was especially vexatious in Georgia. 

In 1961 the Christian Life Commission was established for Geor­ 
gia. The E ecutive Committee carefully defined the areas of 
responsibility for the Commission. They wanted the work of this 
Commission to underscore and uphold BiblicaJ teachings while at 
the same time not create a climate of dissolution and strife in an 
area where there was wide disagreement. 
During the early 1960's many churches became test situations 

for various civil rights groups. In 1963 First Baptist Church of 
Atlanta had an extended controversy over the seating of Ne­ 
groes. For several Sundays there were demonstrations resulting 
in confusion, and tense relationships. In North Carolina, Cecil 
Sherman, a former pastor of First Baptist Church, Chamblee. 
was unsuccessfully attempting to lead First Baptist Church, 
Asheville, to accept for membership a Negro woman professor 
who wished to unite with the church. 
First Baptist Church. Chamblee, had been helping the Calvary 

Baptist Church, a Negro congregation in Chamblee conduct a 
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Vacation Bible School. In July 1961 there was an article in The 
Call referring to it as our "colored V.B.S." In 1963 when a 
prospective minister of education was visiting the church, it was 
suggested to him that it might be best not to bring up the subject of 
race in any conversation. 
Periodic messages were preached on the social evils of alcohol 

but the spiritual implications of racism were avoided until Earl 
Craig became pastor in 1970. Most of the teaching and organized 
discussion about race, what little there was, occurred as part of 
the Training Union curriculum. 
The subject of seating of Negroes came up in a deacon's 

meeting in July 1963. The situation at First Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, and other churches prompted the question being discus­ 
sed. The minutes read, "After considerable discussion it was 
agreed that any Negroes wanting to attend our services would be 
greeted and then seated on the first or second pew with as little 
disturbance as possible.'' This recommendation was never 
brought to the church, probably to avoid undue controversy, 
then, again, the deacons were serving as the ushers and they 
needed to know among themselves how to respond. 

Most of the occasional discussion about the racial question was 
done unofficially. "Hall talk" moved from "if Negroes come 
should we seat them?'' in the early 1960's to the middle and later 
1960's when it changed to "If Negroes want to join should we 
accept them?' There were a few vocal people who claimed that 
they would leave the church if the church accepted Negroes, 
should they come. Just as many other people said that they would 
leave if the church did not accept Negroes, should they come. By 
far, the majority of the members were matter of fact over the 
question and quietly knew what their response would be. That 
response was never tested. One can imagine what it might have 
been by three requests that were brought to the deacons. 

In February 1968, a professor at Mercer University wrote the 
church and indicated his desire to bring Negro students to hear 
the OBU Bison Glee Club which was to sing at Ch 1bl The d · 1 . am ee. 
eacons unanimously issued a formal invitation to the Mercer 

group and informed the church of their action. 
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In October 1968, a request came from the Office of Economic 
Opportunity through a member, Tom Palmer, a state legislator, 
to use fellowship hall for a demonstration of the use of surplus 
government food. Participants would be from the Lawson 
Apartments as well as Lynwood Park and Parson's Corners 
which were Negro communities. The use of the facilities was 
unanimously approved without any discussion and the church 
was informed. 
Finally, in 1969, the minister of education wanted to communi­ 

cate with parents about a ministry which was being planned for 
educable mentally retarded children. The DeKalb County School 
System agreed to mail a letter containing this information using 
their list of EMR children. The fact that the letter of invitation 
would go to all families was explained to the deacons. The re­ 
sponse of the deacons was, "we don't have to vote on that go 
ahead". Two of the six children that eventually expressed an 
interest in the planned EMR program were black teenagers. The 
program never got started due to the inability to find trained 
leadership. 
The other "vexing controversy" in the 1960's affecting South­ 

ern Baptists was the area of doctrine. "Professor Ralph Elliott of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary wrote a book called 
The Message of Genesis which received "passionate criticism' 
because of its interpretation of the events of the first book of the 
Bible. At the meeting of the Convention in 1962 in the midst of 
heated debate, two resolutions were passed: one affirmed faith in 
the entire Bible as the authoritative, authentic, infallible Word of 
God while the other opposed views which would undermine the 
historical accuracy and doctrinal integrity of the Bible. Growing 
out of this confrontation a committee was given the task of pre­ 
paring a statement of Baptist faith and message. The pamphlet 
was presented and adopted by the 1963 Convention in Kansas 
City with the understanding that it was not a 'complete infallible 
statement of faith nor offered creeds carrying mandatory author­ 
ity'," according to Baker. 
Tom Lawler, pastor at that time, considered himself a conser­ 

vative theologically. He verbalized his disagreement with Elliott 
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and his Message of Genesis, especially the interpretation of the 
first eleven chapters of Gene i . Lawler wa not plea ed to see 
the growing' 'liberalism" in Southern Bapti t life. He agreed with 
the actions of the 1962 and 1963 Convention . Prior to the 1963 
Convention he wrote in the May 30 is ue of The Call, ' We are at 
the crossroads. Our denomination, if it i to urvive a a living 
influence in the affairs of the nation, must make the correct deci­ 
sion in regard to liberalism''. 
At the first deacon's meeting following the 1963 convention he 

asked the deacons to read and study the information contained in 
the Baptist Faith and Message. Shortly afterward the church 
voted to replace the old statement of faith in their "Con titution 
and Bylaws" with the new Baptist Faith and Message. 
The growing concern of conservative leader over theological 

liberalism within the traditionally conservative denomination had 
a great deal to do with the establishment of Atlanta Baptist 
College. The Noonday Baptist Association referred a request to 
the Georgia Baptist Convention that professors in Georgia Bap­ 
tist colleges assert their loyalty to historic Baptist doctrine and 
polity. The request was mainly motivated by concern ovtr 
theological liberalism at Mercer University. It is difficult t:J as­ 
sess how large a part. if a th • • • l 
• ·a ny, emntegration of Mercer and a rac1a 
"!" a Tattnal Square Baptist Church affected the request. 
b 

e creation of a Baptist college in Atlanta had been dreamed 
a out since the 1950' A d . 
d h 

s. great eal of planning had already been 
one w en the Atlant B. tU A . . • 

B . C a ap 1st ssoc1at1on asked the Georgia 
apt1st 'onvention t ·l • • ments of 1958 196 n, o re ease the association from the agree- 

the sole res ' 0, and 1962 and allow the association to assume 
Atlanta ,"""Sibility for the establishment and operation of 
a be ~,""]""""?'College. The association stated that they could do 

JO o promoting B • . . of the G · B; , a aptist college without the assistance eorga aptist Con • . . . . 
and churches were vention. Unofficially, many ministers 
lem at Mercer Th' seriously concerned over the liberalism prob- 
Association ad"""" was innuentfal in causing the Atan 
and to have co 1 o establish the Atlanta school on their own 
elected trustec;,p ete control of its operation through association 

Pastor Lawler strongly f; avored the action of the association to 
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purchase 646 acres along Peachtree Creek and led the church in 
financially supporting the Atlanta Baptist College. A"Eorward 
Fir t Baptist" financial campaign wa conducted to secure three 
year pledges for the purchase of additional property for the 
church, more rapid retirement of debt, and $500 a month support 
of Atlanta Baptist College. There is no record of what the final 
pledges were, but the financial reports indicate that less than 
$2 000 was received for 1962 and$ 1500 in 1963. The receipts were 
not sufficient to help Atlanta Bapti t College. 
An article in The Call, April 25 1963 explained the need in the 

following way.' In a final attempt to secure sufficient funds for 
the beginning of Atlanta Baptist College the College Committee 
ha asked our church to try to rai e $10,000.00 in three-year 
pledges. It is the de ire of your church to cooperate in this venture 
even though we have had little success in the past. We are 
appealing to all familie:., particularly tho e whose children may 
some day attend this wonderful college o near to home to pledge 
a minimum of $100.00 to be paid over a three-year period. Some 
could do much more. This Sunday. April 28 your attention will be 
called to this matter in the adult Sunday School assembly. Plea e 
re pond in order that we may report succe s to our A ociation 
by the end of April. Give thi your thoughtful attention and 
prayer. Thank you". 
The association n eded $2 million in cash or commitments to 

proceed with con truction. Response to the second campaign 
was excellent. The church pledged$ I 0,068 for three years and at 
the end of the pl dge period actual gifts were $7.652.71. The 
association immediately started another pledge program in Feb­ 
ruary 1966. They wanted every Baptist family to pledge one dollar 
a month for two years. The church' assigned hare wa. $8,980. 
The church pledged $1,048. Groundbreaking for the school was 
August 28. 1966. The school was late in being establi hed and its 
financial problems were just beginning. It did not achieve finan­ 
cial soundness until the control of the school was turned back 
over to the Georgia Baptist Convention in Octob r 1972. That 
historic event took place in the auditorium of First Baptist 
Church Chamblee. during the annual associational meeting. 
Another Southern Baptist doctrinal controversy occurred in 
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October 1969. The Genesis-Exodus volume of the new 
B . dman. Bible Commentary was attacked from many sides for roa 1d . G . its interpretation of some of the passage an events 1n ienesis. 
In 1970 the Convention would withdraw and rewrite the volume. 
This controversy did not raise a comment at Chamblee. The 
church library purchased a copy becau e the edition would be- 
come a collector's item. 
The fourth and final area of preoccupation for Southern Bap- 

tists, according to Robert Baker was in the area of tudying its 
own structure as a means of providing a better vehicle for achiev­ 
ing its goals. 
Baker wrote, "In 1950, the Southern Bapti t Convention 

meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, adopted a,recommendation of 
its committee on total program that one of the functions of the 
Executive Committee should be: 'To maintain an official organi­ 
zation manual defining the responsibilities of each agency of the 
Convention for conducting specific programs and for performing 
other functions.' This action subsequently called for the Southern 
Baptist Convention agencies to define their programs and to 
budget and report on them each year. In carrying out the instruc­ 
tions of the Convention those responsible for designing the edu­ 
cational programs at the Sunday School Board found it impera­ 
tive to make a new study of the church and its basic tasks." 
The Sunday School Board contracted with professional consul­ 

tants in business administration to study the internal structure 
and function of the Board itself. There were areas of overlapping 
responsibility and other areas where responsibility was not cov­ 
ered by any department. A program of church long range plan­ 
ning was initiated for all convention agencies. The search was for 
coordination and correlation within denominational agencies and 
churches. Even state conventions, such as the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, were involved in reorganizing and redefin­ 
ing functions. 
The outgrowth of this study was a book by W.L. House and W. 

O.Thomason. A Church Organized and Functioning defined the 
function of the church and the tasks of all of its organizations. 
The explosive growth of the 1950's which transformed 

! 
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Chamblee's country church into a suburban congregation also 
caused organizational pains. The 1953 Constitution and Bylaws 
no longer reflected the life of the church or the pace of the times. 
The church approved a recommendation in November 1960 es­ 
tablishing a study committee to examine the bylaws as to rewrit­ 
ing, printing and distribution to members. Six years and eight 
months later a report was made to the deacons that' 'an up-to-date 
copy of our Constitution and Bylaws showing all changes would 
be printed and distributed to our members. During those years no ,,,. 
fewer than twenty-five deacon's meetings would contain bylaws 
discussion. Such key phrases in the deacon's minutes such as: 
more discussion lively discussion, another change, no report, it 

i hoped our study will be consumated, continuing study and I 
move that we not discuss bylaws this meeting" all reflect the 
administrative truggle in which the deacons were engaged. It 
wasn't until 197 l that a complete rewriting of the churches Con­ 
stitution and Bylaws was completed using the new church struc­ 
ture of the seventies as a foundation. 
The leaders of the First Baptist Church, Chamblee realized the 

need for administrative growth. The emphasis was on creating 
and improving efficient structure and procedure. The financial 
year was changed to calendar year. Job descriptions were writ­ 
ten; the Sunday School was graded and reorganized. A purchase 
order system was developed and policies were written for the 
kitchen, nursery and library, and use of audio visual materials. 
The position of administrator was established in 1965. A unified 
record system was installed. Goal setting was instituted along 
with eighteen months calendar planning. Evaluation of program 
activities was developed by the church council. 
The deacons were moving from a decision making ""board" 

with closed meetings in the early 1960's to a ministering ''body'' 
serving the congregation and allowing the church committees to 
do the administration work in the later 1960's. The church was 
reflecting administrative advances which were occurring in the 
denomination. The church had become "big spiritual business." 
There were three areas in the 1960's which had a major impact 

on the life of First Baptist Church, Chamblee. They were the 

t 
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decision to go to two fulltime men in the area of music and 
education, the acquisition of land, and the plans for building and 
accelerated debt retirement. 
The resignation of Bill Cropper as minister of music and educa- 

tion on December I 2, I 962 created a situation that would become 
a turning point. Cropper resigned to return to Southern Seminary 
for the purpose of earning a Bachelor of Divinity Degree and 
enter the pastorate. He was called as pastor of the Davids Fork 
Baptist Church in Lexington Kentucky. Cropper told the church 
that the responsibilities had grown so in the area of music and 
education that one man could no longer be effective in both areas. 
The deacons discussed the question as to whether to employ a 

combination minister of education and music or eparate the 
position. By a 13 to I margin the deacons voted to recommend 
that the church employ a fulltime minister of education and a 
parttime minister of music. This recommendation was approved 
in February. 

In May 1963, Mrs. Grant Curtis asked permission to speak 
to the deacons. The minutes indicate, "She outlined the music 
program as suggested by the Southern Baptist Convention and 
how the program could benefit our church. She also gave facts 
and figures regarding other churches music programs in our as­ 
sociation. It was her opinion that with the already proven interest 
in music by our church members, over 200 were involved with the 
music program, that a full time Minister of Music should be 
immediately employed by our church." 
"Much discussion" followed. The deacons all expressed that 

they felt that there was a need but the church's financial position 
prohibited the move. "Everyone was aware that ifwe did secure a 
fulltime minister of music, that we would be doing so strictly on 
faith." The deacons voted to recommend to the church that we 
reconsider and employ two fulltime men for the music and educa­ 
tion positions. 

A special business meeting was called for. Pastor Lawler wrote 
in The Call, "'This Sunday, as you come in to the Worship Hour 
you will receive an individual printed ballot on which you may 
indicate your support or rejection of the recommendation from 
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the Deacons. I know you will form your convictions prayerfully 
and will express them honestly and sincerely through your ballot. 
There are two or three things we need to give consideration in this 
matter. I. Is there a legitimate need for two fulltime staff mem­ 
bers, one in education and one in music? 2. Are we able, finan­ 
cially to make this step at this time? 3. Are there other needs in 
our church that are more pressing or more urgent right now?' 
The meeting was held after the morning service on June 16 

1963 to vote on the question. Ballots were distributed, the motion 
was made, and a long arduous discussion followed. An amend­ 
ment was presented to send the recommendation to the finance 
committee before voting on it as a church. The amendment failed 
99 to 120. Another amendment was .presented that the rec­ 
ommendation had to pass by a two-thirds majority. The amend­ 
ment lost 99 to I 07. Finally the question was called for. The 
recommendation "that we employ a fulltime minister of educa­ 
tion and a full time minister of music was approved by a 175 to 97 
margm. 
Lawler commented on the results in the church's paper "Last 

Sunday morning in a special called business meeting the church 
indicated by a vote of 175 to 97 that it favors the calling of two men 
for the responsibilities of education and music. The present 
nominating committee which has been working on this matter 
since February will continue to look for God's man to fill the 
educational position. A special committee will be announced 
soon and will begin its work at once seeking out a leader for the 
music program of First Bapti ." 

Before final job de criptions were established the minister of 
music position was also given the responsibility of the youth 
program and the title was changed to minister of music and youth. 
This decision was a significant turning point in the church's 
ministry and influence for the decade of the sixties and years 
following. 
The acquisition of land was finalized during the first half of the 

1960's. For many months the church had been trying to secure the 
two-plus acres southeast of the educational building from Wat­ 
kins Street to 400 feet north of Watkins Street. The land in 

I 
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question was owned by the Sawtell estate. Low income dwellings 
which were built for Lawson-Gordon were located on it. Prior to 
1963 all offers, and there were many, for the land were refu ed by 
the owners indicating that the land was not for sale. In May 1963 
an individual bidding for the church offered $9,000 for the prop­ 
erty but this bid was refused. The church voted to offer $12,500 
and this was also refused in June. Finally, in August 1963 the 
owners accepted the church's offer of $16,000 for the property. 
The contract was signed in September and a vital piece of land 
was added. The church's back property line now wa a traight 
700 foot line from Hood A venue to Watkins Street. 
The last acquisition of property was in September of 1965. The 

small tip of land at the corner of New Peachtree and Hood 
Avenues was owned by the McCrary estate. There was not 
enough land involved for a service station but a small type busi­ 
ness could nave used the corner. The church purchased the land 
for the owner's asking price of $4,000. The church now owned a 
key corner that completed the ten acres of land bordered by New 
Peachtree, Hood A venue and Watkins Street. 
The church had been awaiting the construction of a new sanc­ 

tuary. They appointed a new building and property planning 
committee in April 1964. Members were Duncan Baxter, T.E. 
Boland, Lee Brown, W. B. Hyde and Harold Smith. They were 
to consider needs and plans for land, present buildings, future 
buildings, financing, permanent equipment, and houses for the 
staff. 
After eleven months of study the committee recommended that 

a sanctuary seating 1200 be built with a ground floor of 25,000 
square feet for a fellowship hall and educational space. The 
present educational building should be modified to meet present 
and future needs. Houses should be built or purchased for the 
pastor and minister of music-youth. (An older pastorium was 
presently owned as well as a home for the minister of education.) 
Fmancmg should be done through a mortgage loan and an accel­ 
erated debt retirement program promoted. Finally, the church 
should elect a five-member building committee to proceed with 
the selection of an architect and other professional help to pro­ 
ceed with the construction and modification. 
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In February 1965 the church voted to build and Duncan Bax­ 
ter, T. E. Boland, Grant Curtis, Ben Hyde and Harold Smith 
were elected to the building committee. 
The number one problem in regard to building was the securing 

of financing. Decatur Federal Savings and Loan said that the 
present indebtedness of $175,000 had to be retired before new 
money could be committed. The church planned a program which 
would lead the church to retire the debt. 
"New Life For You and Your Church" was a program de­ 

veloped to retire completely the $175,000 debt and revitalize 
every area of the church's life. It was an educational program that 
lasted for eight weeks culminating on "New Life Day", Easter 
1965. On that day the church received in cash or three-year notes 
a total of $34,382 for debt retirement. There were 907 in Sunday 
School and 18 additions that day. This money saved the church 
one quarter of one percent in interest and reduced its present 
indebtedness to $145,000 but did not retire the debt. 
The building committee was then locked into the reality that 

construction could not begin until the debt was removed. In the 
next few years the committee continued working with the ar­ 
chitect with style ideas, room useage, and total plant layout 
bringing recommendations to the church at different times. The 

• church was asked to approve plans for the general style of the 
sanctuary as well as location and room layout in November, 1965. 
A contemporary design was recommended because of the 
church's location and the cost of a colonial structure. 
The building plans in 1966 went into a holding pattern. Each 

time the committee met they discovered that rising costs were 
eating away at the ideas they wanted incorporated in the con­ 
struction. They had to change elements of the design, remove the 
full basement under the sanctuary, and modify other areas to keep 
the cost within reason. 
In the spring of 1968 a survey was made to determine the 

feasibility of relocating the church plant nearer Interstate 285. 
The survey showed that the church could not afford to duplicate 
the present buildings and that 64 percent of the church's member­ 
ship lived within two miles of the facility. On May 29, 1968 the 
church was asked to reaffirm its decision made in 1965 in order to 



152 A Century In North DeKalb 

rekindle the spark of excitement which had di mini hed regarding 
building plans. Another debt retirement plan wa conducted. 
"Now Is The Time To Build" had a goal of $1,000 a week in 
building fund pledges. This low key oft ell re ulted in pledge of 
$500 per week, one-half of what was needed. In October 1968 a 
more elaborate building fund plan wa launched. In tead of a fall 
Forward Program of Stewardship for pledging the regular operat­ 
ing budget, the church was led into a capital fund campaign to 
raise $300,000 for debt and building need . The program involved 
information dinners, testimonies, special paper, canvassing 
teams and three-year pledge commitments. $150,000 wa com­ 
mitted and became a major factor in the final move to begin 
construction. The 1960's, however, were not to see the new 
building. Each year that went by after the decision to build in 1965 
saw a $50,000 increase in the cost. Little could be done about the 
situation because of the church's debt. 
One of the peripheral problems during Lawler s pastorate was 

the "soft drink box issue." It was symbolic and reflected the 
changes in values and customs. In November 1960 a request was 
made of the deacons that they ask the church's approval for the 
installation of a Coca Cola vending machine to aid the church's 
youth program. The deacons unanimously turned down the re­ 
quest, not wanting products sold in the church building. 

In May, seven months later, the same individual who led the 
argument against the ' box'' recommended one be rented. The 
staff was asked to locate a suitable machine. From what occurred 
later, apparently a lot of individuals were still not convinced 
about the correctness of the action. An October 1961 issue of The 
Call had an article giving rules for its use. 

At least once a year, and sometimes more, for the next three 
years the question of the use of the Coke machine reappeared.The 
last two times the issue is referred to is recorded in the deacons 
minutes of March 30, and April 27, 1965. A deacon commented 
that Coke bottles were scattered all over the building. Pastor 
Lawler responded, "Enough time has been taken on the discus­ 
sion of the Coke machine. Either lock it up or take it out! We have 
more important matters to consider''. Don Jackson, minister of 
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music and youth, was made responsible for the Coke machine. 
At the next deacon's meeting a report was given that "the 
Coke machine is being handled much better, however some 
people outside the church family were purchasing Cokes." 

By 1969 there was no question regarding the "drink box". In 
fact, in 1971 the administrator put in a candy machine for the 
convenience of the members and support of the food service 
operation without bringing the question to the church. In 1975 the 
"soft drink box" was still being misused. Bottles were still being 
scattered all over the building and drinks were being carelessly 
spilled, but it had become a maintenance problem not a deacon 
question or church i sue. 
No change wa made to the church s physical plant during the 

1960' . There was ome remodeling and room modifying but no 
exterior changes. The congregation wanted desperately to build a 
new sanctuary but many factors which will be discussed later 
delayed any expected building program. 

During the I 960's the old white building, the original church 
house, continued to provide valuable Sunday School space. The 
two older adult departments used the main floor area and sur­ 
rounding classrooms. The upstairs was used for whatever needs 
were most urgent. Sometimes the need was teacher training and 
adult classes and sometimes college and career. The building was 
not ideal Sunday School space but it was absolutely necessary to 
the church's program. Sunday School could not have been con­ 
ducted without it. 

Between the white building and the main educational building 
was a small thirty-by-fifty-foot structure referred to as the brown 
or Intermediate building. The lower level was cement block and 
the top floor was level with the main floor of the educational 
building and was constructed of wood and had a hip roof. Both 
floors had an assembly area down the center of the building that 
was eighteen by fifty feet. Along this assembly room on each side 
were five classrooms. This building served from 1949 until 1969 as 
the Intermediate Sunday School space. 
The most imposing structure at the time was the two-story red 

brick educational building which was 300 feet long and fifty feet 

I 
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wide. The section nearest Watkins Street, which wa the newest 
addition to the building, continued to serve a the temporary 
auditorium throughout the 1960's. Although the temporary au­ 
ditorium was physically attached to the remaining portion of the 
educational building, members had to use an out:ide covered 
walkway to go from Sunday School to church. The educational 
foyer was one-third as large as in 1975 and did not directly connect 
the two units. This was the foyer for the auditorium. There were 
stairs leading from the foyer to the balcony. Two double doors 
with large windows led into the main floor of the auditorium. 
Thomas Clayton Lawler was thirty-six years old when he be­ 

came the pastor of First Baptist Church, Chamblee, on January 
29, 1961. In coming to Chamblee Lawler was returning to his 
home state following pastorates in Texas and Wisconsin. 
After serving as a Navy pilot during the closing days of World 

War II, Lawler worked for a brief time as a salesman and then as a 
radio announcer. Jesse Hendley, pastor of his home church, the 
Colonial Hills Baptist Church in Hapeville, greatly influenced 
Lawler's life. Hendley preached strongly evangelistic messages 
and emphasized missions, and both were transmitted to Lawler as 
he grew up. Hendley helped him interpret his call into the pastoral 
ministry. 
Lawler attended Texas Wesleyan College and Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth. While attending 
seminary he was pastor of the Gilead Baptist Church in Roanoke, 
Texas and then was called to the Richland Hills Baptist Church in 
a new northeast section of Ft. Worth. The Richland Hills Church 
building was constructed simultaneously with the subdivision. 
On the first Sunday services were held, more than 150 joined as 
charter members. 

In 1956 Lawler left the growing Richland Hills Church to 
become city missionary for Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The new 
work in Wisconsin and Minnesota was sponsored jointly by the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas and the Home Mission 
Board. Lawler was assigned the responsibility as coordinator of 
Southern Baptist work in Milwaukee along with his being called 
as pastor by the forty-member Northwest Baptist Church. 
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The new congregation was meeting in the funeral chapel of the 
Wisconsin Memorial Park Cemetery. After five years and four 
moves, the congregation owned twelve strategic acres. A 
$100,000 facility for a membership of 250 was constructed. Dur­ 
ing those years, Lawler also Jed Southern Baptists in securing ten 
acres and constructing a first building for the Brown Deer con­ 
gregation, and securing acreage for the Layton A venue Church. 

While the Northwest Church was struggling with a Sunday 
School attendance of ninety, Lawler led the church to start the 
South Milwaukee and Brown Deer missions on the same Sunday. 
With key leadership leaving that Sunday to help in the new mis­ 
sions, the Northwest Church had a record attendance of I 06 in 
Sunday School! During his pastorate in Milwaukee five men from 
the Northwest Church entered the ministry, three of them native 
Milwaukeans. Norman Plunkett and Harvey Nowland, both 
members of the First Baptist Church of Chamblee in 1975 are 
two of the Milwaukeans. Nowland and his wife Bobbie were 
appointed as Southern Baptist missionaries to Peru. Illness re­ 
quired them to return to the United States in 1972 when they 
moved to Chamblee. 
On March 5, 1961 Lawler assumed his pulpit responsibilities at 

Chamblee. His salary was $6 800 with housing and other benefits. 
His approach to the ministry was very "'clear,'' evangelism and 
missions. He felt he had no job description except his burning 
desire to ''preach the Word.'' 
Bill Cropper welcomed the new pastor with these words, "-Our 

church's history will be enriched with the coming of Tom C. 
Lawler this Sunday ... I know of no other church in the Southern 
Baptist Convention with any more opportunity than_ ours. 
Brother Lawler' s coming is an answer to many prayers, and he 
will be a blessing to us." 
Lawler's ministry began in a very ''clear'' manner. He im­ 

mediately taught a study in home missions and wrote the first 
three articles in the church paper The Call, entitled "Do you 
Need a Revival?', 'What About the Salvation of Our Chil­ 
dren?" and 'Let Him That Is Athirst, Come." 
The next month he led a Spring revival. With his evangelistic 
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thrust, more than I 00 people came forward twenty-three for 
baptism, eighteen by letter and fifty-nine rededications. The 
tempo was set for the next five and one-half years of his ministry 
at Chamblee. He had a brown strip of embossed plastic taped to 
the pulpit. The tape read, "Sir we would see Jesu " which was 
taken from John 12:21. Almost all of Lawler's preaching had an 
evangelistic thrust and was taken from the New Testament, espe­ 
cially the gospels. He enjoyed preaching message series, such as 
"The Family" in the morning service and "The Book of Heb­ 
rews" for the evening service. He used the church paper to react 
to social and moral issues such as the Supreme Court decisions 
regarding prayer in schools, federal aid to parochial schools, and 
commumty questions such as alcohol and gambling. 

Lawler increased the mission consciousness of the church in 
regards to finances. Within his first year as pastor gifts to the 
Cooperative Program doubled from five percent to ten percent of 
all undesignated gifts. From 1961-1966 undesignated receipts in­ 
creased from $88,262 to $150,871 or seventy percent. During 
that same period mission gifts increased from $7,994 to $30,694 or 
283 percent. 
Lawler resigned as pastor on October 23, 1966, to accept the 

pastorate of First Baptist Church of Norcross, Georgia. First 
Baptist Church, Chamblee, would be pastorless for the next 
twelve months. During this time the leadership used several 
methods to inform the membership of all actions, procedures, and 
reports. Each Saturday morning deacon officers Grant Curtis, 
Vernon Street, Clint Keown and Marvin Camp met with Bill 
Colle and Norman Plunkett to review the week, plan and 
evaluate. The treasurer's report was printed in the Call along with 
descriptions of church committees, a listing of committee mem­ 
bers, and business meeting ''gleanings.'' The business meeting 
reports included a summary of what each committee was doing. 
At various times, members were surveyed for their opinions. 

After Bill Cropper resigned in 1963 and the church decided to 
have two ministers in the area of music and education, two 
committees were formed to eek out two men. 
Tom Lawler telephoned the placement office of Southwestern 

Seminary for the names of possible ministers of education. One of 
the names given was that of Norman Plunkett, the young man 
with whom he had worked in Wisconsin. He asked how he could 
get in contact with Norman. As they were talking Norman 
Plunkett walked into the office and the initial contact was made. 
Plunkett was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1934 and was a 

graduate of the University of Wisconsin. He and his wife, Nancy 
became Southern Baptists as a result of the pioneer mission work 
in the Wisconsin-Minnesota area in the 1950's. 
Plunkett began his ministry with the First Baptist Church Oc­ 

tober 4, 1963 at a salary of $5 000 and the use of the church home 
at 2867 Dresden Way. Although his main responsibility was in the 
area of education the rapid growth of the church demanded 
heavy administrative responsibilities. He was appointed as busi­ 
ness administrator in addition to his education function in 1965. 
Plunkett served the church during the rest of the 1960's with the 

exception of a ten-month period in 1966 when he resigned to 
accept a similar position at the First Baptist Church of Oak Cliff, 
Dallas Texas. He returned to Chamblee in December of 1966, 
and moved into a new home. purchased by the church, at 4014 
Admiral Drive. For some time, he jokingly referred to the 
unusual event in 1966 as his· sabbatical leave for further study.'' 
During the 1960's a strong six-month teacher training course 

graduated more than J 00 trained prospective teachers. Started by 
Plunkett, the responsibility for the class was soon given to Ver­ 
non Street, Eunice Black and George Scarborough. Norman and 
his wife, Nancy, had three sons: Norman, Jr., Jonathan, and 
Christopher. 

In December 1963 the church called Don Jackson as minister 
of music and youth. Jackson, a native of Paducah, Kentucky, had 
attended Southwestern Seminary and served the Highland Bap­ 
tist Church in Arlington, Texas. He came to Chamblee from the 
N orthside Baptist Church in Chattanooga, Tenne see. His tenor 
voice and able choral direction added much to the church's music 
program. At socials, his imitation of Jerry Lee Lewi and "Great 
Balls of Fire" always brought down the house. 
In addition to his musical talent, he was an administrator. He 
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organized and conducted this church' first youth choir tour in 
1965. His decision to lead the pre chool mu ic activity was 
praised by the educators in the church who recognized the need 
for small children to be taught by men. 

Don and his wife Stella had two boy, Mark and Shannan. He 
resigned in October, 1965 to return to chool. In 1966 he was 
called to the Bethany Baptist Church, Dalla , Texa where he 
led out in an enormous graded choir program producing record­ 
ings and presenting community concert . He pioneered in the 
concept of choir mission tours and was one of the fir t to have his 
choirs sing in federal and state prisons acros the South. 

Bill Colle, a native of Pascagula, Mississippi, was called as 
minister of music and youth in July 1966. A graduate of Oklahoma 
Baptist University and New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi­ 
nary, Colle developed a strong graded choir program, especially 
in the area of youth. He took the youth choir on pioneer mission 
tours to Athens, Ohio in 1967 and Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
in 1968. 
His talent was in the area of music and humor. He always had 

people laughing at his jokes or his actions. He was an outstanding 
soloist, serving as a member of the Chamber Chorus of the 
Atlanta Symphony, directed by Robert Shaw, and singing with 
the Centurymen, an elite group of Southern Baptist ministers of 
music. He organized the Pacesetters, a folk singing group of 
young people from the church and directed BSU choirs at Geor­ 
gia Institute of Technology and Georgia State University. 

Bill and his wife, Karen, had three children: Jay, Krista, and 
Kyle. Bill resigned in October 1969 to accept the same position 
with the River Oaks Baptist Church in Houston, Texas. 
The church camp came of age during the I960's under the 

capable leadership of T. E. "Tommy" Boland. Camp Rutledge, 
conducted at Hard Labor Creek State Park, was reaching and 
mtluencmg hundreds of boys and girls. Volunteer staffers each 
year set the tone for camp. For several years the church invited 
the Glenwood Hills Baptist Church to share in the program. 
Many outside observers commented that Rutledge was the finest 
operated and most meaningful camp they had ever seen. Each 
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year Camp Rutledge improved. A young man who had to miss 
erving as a staffer for the first time in six years illustrates the 
spirit of Rutledge" in writing to Boland: 

"Although it may be a little out of the ordinary, I wish you 
would convey a message for me to all the campers. Tell them that 
I miss them all and I wish I could be there to enjoy the wonderful 
Christian fellowship with them. They are experiencing the most 
wonderful opportunity to combine a rich fellowship with their 
friends and with their Master that is afforded anywhere in all the 
world. This is the first time in six years I have had to miss camp, 
and the hollow feeling it has left already is worse than an empty 
stomach. Camp is one thing everyone looks forward to, but one 
can t really realize what its value is until he is unable to go. I don't 
really know how to put what I feel into writing, but if you will tell 
everyone to think about me to enjoy themselve to the fullest 
and to put Christ first in everything they do." 

Boland was awarded a loving cup in I 968. when he retired as 
camp director, as an expression of appreciation for his fifteen 
years of service to Camp Rutledge. 

Under the capable direction of Olivia Futrelle, the church 
library was reorganized in the early 1960'. The library grew in 
number of books and circulation. It was located on the main floor 
of the educational building nearest Hood A venue. At that time, 
the library contained 308 books and had a circulation of about fifty 
books each month. In the fall of 1963 Mrs. Futrelle resigned as 
librarian. Miss Addie Wright assumed the direction of the library 
and served until 1968. The library location was moved to the foyer 
of the auditorium in the fall of 1963. Circulation tripled ju t 
because books were now where the people were. Miss Addie was 
responsible for the addition of many new books through a memo­ 
rial gift program. By the end of 1969 the library contained more 
than 1500 hard bound volumes, an increase of 500 percent. 
The Woman's Missionary Union and Brotherhood began to 

change their organizations in regard to local mission activity. The 
move to "doing" rather than 'listening" began in 1967. The 

I 
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traditional WMS Circle concept gave way to mi ion action 
groups. These action group in the Brotherhood and WMS en­ 
gaged in ministry in the community, whether the people involved 
were prospects for the church or not. Thi concept wa. revolu­ 
tionary. Many leaders and member had difficulty reorienting 
their thinking to a ministry for need' ake rather than a ministry 
for the sake of an eventual member. 
The WMS began with three mis ion action group . The Law­ 

son Group provided a tuition free kindergarten for economically 
disadvantaged children. The Ashton Woods Group mini tered to 
the local convalescent home. The Cri is Room Group provided 
food and clothing to the needy. The WMS continued to have a 
monthly general meeting for mission support through prayer and 
study. 
The Brotherhood reorganized into mission action groups in 

September 1967. They provided ministry at the Atlanta Union 
Mission (a program that had been in operation since the early 
1960's), Ashton Woods Home, and the support of the WMS 
mission activity. They renewed their desire to study world mis­ 
sions. but all of this was postponed when the Committee of 100 
demanded the time of the men and replaced the Brotherhood. 

In July 1968, four college students were appointed as summer 
missionaries by their respective Baptist Student Unions. Marvin 
Camp Jr. served with the Indians in Arizona, Yvonne Brannon 
went to Malawi, Pete Brannan went to Malaysia, and Greg Sam­ 
ples served in the inner city in Baltimore, Maryland. During the 
1960's, five of the young people enrolled at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. They were Gene Wilson, Sylvia Wiley, 
Carol Bond, Larry Montgomery and Jere Wilson. 
R. Wilbur Herring became pastor on November 5, 1967 at a 

base salary of $12,500 plus housing and other benefits. Because of 
elderly parents living with him, the tri-level pastorium at 1824 
Chancery Lane was sold and a home was purchased at 5126 
Vernon Springs Drive. 

Born in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1911, Herring received his 
bachelor of laws degree (the school changed the of this d • . name 
egree to juris doctor in 1969) from the University of Arkansas. 

Prior to and during World War II, he worked in the areas of 
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finance and law. He enlisted in the Navy and attended the School 
of Military Government at the University of Virginia and the 
Civil Affairs Training School at Stanford. 
Following the war, Herring attended Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. Prior to coming to Chamblee he was 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church Little Rock· Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro; and North Jacksonville Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville Florida. He served the latter church for more than 
nine years. For a brief period of time Herring was president of the 
San Marco Academy in Texas. John Brown University in 
Siloam Springs Arkansas awarded him the honorary doctor of 
divinity degree. While pastor at Chamblee he served as a member 
of the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission. His 
wife, Mary Elizabeth assumed a strong helping role in his 
ministry. They had two grown children, Dr. Bill Herring and Mrs. 
Robert Harrison. 
Herring emphasized administration with an evangelistic drive. 

Within the first month of his pastorate there were fifty-two addi­ 
tions. His thrust was illustrated by the phrase, "God is in the 
adding business '' which was written and said often. One of his 
first actions at Chamblee was the sharing of his concept of the 
church with all the leaders. Herring likened the operation of the 
church to that of an army. There had to be good administration to 
produce an effective program of evangelism. There were four 
major divisions of re ponsibility: worship education, 
evangelism, and support included enlisting, training, 
sending and supplying. To carry out these he formed a worship 
arrangements committee to take care of everything from parking 
and ushering to the Lord's Supper and flowers. He also gave 
strong support to the educational units; formed a committee of 
100 to serve as an evangelistic infantry· and gave a new emphasis 
to the administrative support groups of the deacons personnel, 
properties, and finance committees. The operation of the church 
was patterned after the military with the concept of the pastor as 
chief-of-staff and the minister of education as executive officer. 
Herring's intensive training and experience as an officer in the 
Navy had greatly influenced him. 
In his first sermon in September 1967, he preached that the 
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church is not a democracy but a theocracy with Christ a it head. 
The members have to function through democratic procedures, 
but there has to be a "man in the gap" who leads the people as he 
interprets God's will. 
The fall of 1967 was spent organizing the elite group of men 

called the Committee of 100. It was patterned after the Chamber 
of Commerce's group which seeks to attract new business and 
industry to a community. The Brotherhood was disbanded in 
favor of this evangelistic group. J. D. Adams served a the first 
chairman and was succeeded by Dr. Roy Hall. Through ten vice 
chairmen serving as captains of ten-member teams, the commit­ 
tee was to visit and enlist members. The committee met every 
Tuesday for a year and a half. The highest attendance was kickoff 
night when 80 men were present. Attendances each week varied 
between 19 and 62 with 34 being the average. 
To support this group Herring led the church to employ a 

visitation secretary, responsible for visitation records and Com­ 
mittee of 100 administrative matters: He also led the church 
to call a minister of evangelism, Earl Craig, to give direction to 
all phases of soul winning and prospect visitation. 
Using this procedure, at the end of seven months, the church 

experienced 255 additions, ninety-eight of these by baptism. At 
the end of the 1967-1968 church year there were 407 additions 
with 147 baptisms which led all churches of the Atlanta Associa­ 
tion and was second highest in the state. Although Herring led the 
church in other areas, before resigning in October 1969 to pastor 
the Central Baptist Church in Jonesboro again, the main thrust of 
his ministry was additions. During his two year pastorate, 692 
joined the church with 249 by baptism. 
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THE WORD "TOGETHER" summed up the spirit of 
1970-1975. First Baptist Church of Chamblee was at a point in 
history in which decisions had to be made as to whether the 
church would remain a small town church or evolve into a cos­ 
mopolitan church. With this in mind, the church needed to find 
leadership. As the decade of the seventies began, the church was 
busy seeking a new pastor. 
The church was led to call Earl H. Craig, Jr. who had been 

serving on the staff as minister of evangelism for nearly two years. 
By action of the church in calling Craig, the decision was made to 
grow toward a metropolitan church with outreach and ministry as 
its goals. The thinking and the mood of the church was reflected 
and magnified in the words of Pastor Craig's acceptance and 
challenge to the church on February 1, 1970: 

'' I came to Chamblee one year and nine months ago. I came 
because I felt that God had opened to me a wonderful opportunity 
to learn and to serve. While I came desiring to be a blessing to the 
church, I soon realized that in actuality the church had been a 
blessing to me. It had given me more close friends than I had ever 
expected to have. It gave me some tremendous co-workers with 
whom to work. Both friends and co-workers alike were patient 
with me in my first few months on this field. 
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"I was able to learn a great deal. I learned that you must earn 
respect. There is nothing automatic about it. Respect comes 
when sincerity and ability are matched. I learned that the freedom 
to preach one's interpretation of God's Word comes from a prior 
recognition that you are 'just a man among men.' I learned that a 
minister must first be a pastor before he can be a prophet. I 
learned that you don't preach down to the people, but rather share 
as one saved sinner to other saved sinners. I learned that a 
preacher's hostility is not to be confused with the judgment of 
God. I learned that the staff and deacons must serve as a team if 
the church is expected to be a team. I learned that trust in elected 
leaders is basic for an orderly administering of the church's busi­ 
ness. I learned that church work is never done, and that it cannot 
be done by one or even fourfulltime men. It takes the cooperation 
of all. I learned that the 'back door' of the church can be a friend. 
There are those, I'm convinced, who expect a perfect church; 
when it is not found here, they must be allowed to look elsewhere. 
Some have already done that, and others will. I learned, however, 
that those who are faithful to God and His church, do not depend 
on a certam preacher or certain program on which to base their 
loyalty. These are always the backbone of the church When they 
Se imperfections, they are ready to stay and correct them. 

n light of these many learning experiences, I am deeply 
honored to be called to be your pastor. Beth Ann and I have 
P@yd together about it. We have consulted some of our most 
admired friends former pastors and laymen alike. We have dis- 
cussed it with m f . • 
fi I d . . any o you. Not a one has discouraged us. The mnar Iecision how . ] '· ever, was ours to make, and we have made it. 

accept with j th Il 
fid oy e ca to become your pastor your vote of con 1 ence after I . • believe that a most two years of service here, leads me to 

God's u . youl are ready to move out into this world as a part of 
nversan church I • • your daily TC. simply request three things from you' 

tent err;""Yers, your inexhaustive patience, and your persis- 
This acceptance stat . • ement was not to be Just talk C • ' gifts as pastor and l d .. raug s 

T h ea er would create a strong unity in spirit and purpose. o t at end th h . decade of th . e church began to seek its place in the e seventies. 

A humorous incident took place when Craig performed his first 
baptismal service as pastor. He put his hip boots over his pants 
assuming he would stay dry. He put the robe on over the hip boots 
and waded down into the pool ready for the curtain to open. He 
later commented, "I began to feel my toes getting wet and then 
my ankles and I realized I had a leak somewhere." He completed 
the baptismal service with water up above his waist inside the 
boots. When the curtain closed he was unable to move from the 
spot in which he was standing. He was indeed waterlogged. He 
turned to Deacon Roy Hall, who leaned over and literally pulled 
him up out of the baptistry. As he stood on the platform beside the 
baptistry he looked like the "fountain of youth," spurting in all 
directions. Upon examination of the boots, he discovered that 
some of the youth had put close to 100 slits in the boots. The joke 
was expensive because new boots had to be purchased. But Craig 
never forgot to check the boots before every subsequent baptism. 
To understand how the church moved under its new pastor, a 

look at the times as it related to the church is necessary. The 
community had become increasingly a bedroom area to Atlanta 
with more and more industry and office complexes moving to the 
church-served community. The economy was on the upward 
swing. 
The population growth of the immediate area had stabilized 

with an older population, as evidenced by the DeKalb County 
School Self Study which showed from 1968 to 1974 a decrease in 
elementary enrollment and an increase in total county population. 
The inference was drawn that families in DeKalb were having 
fewer children, reflecting a nationwide birth control trend. In 
1968-69 the elementary enrollment in DeKalb was 56,266; 
1970-71 was 57,068; 1972-73 was 56,971, and at the end of the first 
month of the 1973-74 school year 53,993. In 1972 the population 
for DeKalb was 400,000 which was an increase from 360,000 in 
1967. This indicated a need in outreach planning for a larger adult 
population. 
The immediate community had shown a slower population 

growth as the building area had largely become saturated. It 
continued to house a transient population due to many multi-unit 
dwellings and shifts in the population and economy. Three 

I 
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priorities were thus necessary: outreach, ministry and fellowship. 
The church needed to reach the lost, but also needed to teach and 
grow disciples. While doing these it must al o enrich the fellow­ 
ship. 
Among the community issues of the early eventies was the 

constant support of the church population for school bonds. In 
the Chamblee and Doraville area there was a larger than average 
voter turnout with a three to one vote in favor of the bonds. The 
church took many stands on local issues as well as national social 
Issues. 
First Baptist Church of Chamblee joined other churches in the 

area in voicing opposition to the passing of the law that legalized 
the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

All political elections were studied in light of the candidate's 
stand on social and moral issues, so that each member could use 
his ballot in an enlightened and meaningful manner as his respon­ 
sibility as a Christian citizen. In such civic areas the church felt its 
responsibility of outreach to the community. 
Craig led the church to observe Race Relations Sunday each 

February. Sermons and printed literature were always available. 
On one occasion several legislators from the Georgia House of 
Representatives came for an afternoon panel discussion on how 
the church could promote racial harmony. Two of these legis­ 
lators were black. This program was not well attended, but it was 
well received by those who came. 

In 1973 the church baptized the Mullicks, a young couple from 
India. No dissent was voiced. The church's spirit and attitude 
was one of openness to all brothers and sisters in Christ. 

An example of trying to meet the needs of the times occurred in 
April of 1970. First Baptist Church of Chamblee offered a six- 
week • . seminar on drug abuse. Adult education courses and other 
seminars of the time were provided in an effort to make the 
community more knowledgeable. 

In the state, the Jimmy Carter era was characterized by im­ 
provements in education, reorganization and honesty in govern- 
ment and th b • • • ·· e ringing of more tourism and industry to Georg1a· 
His term ended with the state, along with the nation, suffering a 
depressed econor 1d • ' ' my an a high rate of unemployment. 

THE NEW SANCTUARY FOR FIRST BAPTIST CHAMBLEE 
The long awaited dream became a reality on October 22, 1972. 

DEDICATION DAY CONGREGATION . . 
More than 1100 people were part of the Dedication Day worship service. 
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Governor Carter, a Southern Baptist, preached an evening ser­ 
mon in Rio de J aniero in the Copacabana Presbyterian Church 
in 1972. A statue of Christ stands on a mountaintop in that city. 
'"I've seen the symbol in your city of the Savior with Hi arms 
outstretched as though saying, 'Come unto me,''' arter aid. 
"That has become the most important aspect of my life." 
Despite the continued differences with hi Lieutenant Gover­ 

nor, Lester Maddox Carter left office with national recognition 
and as an announced presidential contender for the Democratic 
nomination in I 976. 
These four years found many changes in the national life tyle. 

The United States saw the end of the war in Viet Nam but not 
peace. With this came the problems of amnesty. Also the draft for 
selective service in the Armed Forces ended and, for the first time 
in over thirty years, the government would depend on a voluntary 
army. 
The nation grappled with the problems of corruption and dis­ 

honesty in the national government as evidenced by the Water­ 
gate Scandal. For the first time the nation had a vice president 
(Spiro Agnew) and president (Richard Nixon) to resign in shame 
resulting in a president (Gerald Ford) and vice president (Nelson 
Rockefeller) not elected by the people. 
Sociological aspects of national trends were as follows: strong 

measures for civil rights based on race, sex, and age; movement 
of youth away from the established churches· tremendous rise of 
crime; inflation and recession; severe fuel shortages; increased 
awareness of health hazards; Women's Lib; birth control; abor­ 
tion; increased divorce rate; increased alcohol and drug con­ 
sumption; and increased environmental awareness. All of these 
took their toll on the lifestyle of the local church 
The National Council of Churches issued in 1971 from data 

gathered during 1970, information that showed only .003 percent 
mncrease in total U.S. church membership over the previous 
report. The Southern Baptist Convention showed an increase, 
and remamed the single largest Protestant body, with 11.5 million 
members. In 1973, Southern Baptists grew by nearly 2 percent to 
12,067,284, second only to Roman Catholics among U.S. church 

Climaxing a Century Together 171 

bodie . Consideration was being given by some in the Southern 
Bapti t Convention to change the name. 
In 1971, a new Bible translation "The Living Bible", was 

i sued. 
The Southern Baptist Convention in 1972, defeated an effort 

by ultraconservatives to recall the twelve-volume Broadman 
Bible Commentary, published by the Convention's Sunday 
School Board on grounds that it is overly liberal. In 1970 the 
Convention had voted to withdraw Volume One because of its , 
liberal theology and critical approach to the Genesis account of 
creation. 
The Georgia Baptist Convention began construction of new 

facilitie in a $5 .5 million complex adjacent to the campu of 
Mercer Univer ity in Atlanta formerly known as Atlanta Baptist 
College. The growth of Mercer at Atlanta was an asset to the 
church becau e of its clo e proximity. Occupancy of the Baptist 
Convention complex was planned for 1976. 
At the beginning of the Seventies the ministerial taff of the 

church was composed of Earl H. Craig, Jr. mini ter of 
evangelism, and Norman P. Plunkett minister of education and 
administrator. Craig was called as pastor in January 1970. In July 
1970 he received his doctor of theology degree from Southwest­ 
ern Bapti t Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Upon Dr. Craig's 
acceptance, Harold Smith, chairman of the pulpit committee. 
expressed the feelings of the hurch in stating, "We are grateful to 
have as our pastor a young man who is keenly aware of the needs 
of society, our community, and our people· and can lift us to not 
only see these needs but motivate u to do something about 
them.' 
Craig was born August 24, 1940 in Columbia, South Carolina, 

where his father was a fireman, a position he was to hold for 27 
years. When ten, Earl Jr. became a Christian at a Billy Graham 
evangelistic crusade in the city, and was baptized at the Taberna­ 
cle Baptist Church. 
At Furman University he studied history and religion, while 

excelling on the golf team, and he graduated in 1962. By 1965 he 
had earned a bachelor of divinity degree from Southwestern 

.. 
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Baptist Theological Seminary, and immediately began work to­ 
ward his doctorate. At the seminary he served as president of the 
Theological Fellowship. He married Beth Ann Price of Dallas, 
Texas, and in 1975 they had a daughter, Stacie age five, and a 
son, Stephen, three. 
Craig accepted the challenge of the ministry at First Bapti t 

Church by presenting plans for an expanded program, including 
searching out a minister of music, as well as a person to be 
selected in the fall of 1970 as minister of youth and adult outreach. 
This was a new concept for the church. Up until this time the 
youth program was basically a music and summer camp program. 
Craig felt that the community in which the church ministered 
demanded a fulltime youth minister. 
Charles F. Passman was called as minister of music-associate 

pastor and began his service in July of 1970. He had previously 
served for four years as minister of music and education at Fel­ 
lowship Baptist Church, Smyrna, Georgia. In high school, Pass­ 
man was afour-year letterman in football, basketball, and track as 
well as valedictorian of his class. He attended Tulane University 
on a football scholarship. There he was active in the concert band 
and chorus, president of the Baptist Student Union and Disting­ 
uished Military Student and Graduate-ROTC. Passman re­ 
ceived his master of church music degree from New Orleans 
Baptist Seminary, majoring in music education. He married 
Paula Ann Wilbur and in 1975 they had two sons, Paul and 
Kenneth. 
As minister of music-associate pastor, Passman was responsi­ 

ble for the planning, conducting, and evaluating of a comprehen­ 
sive music program, which included music education as well as 
performance to enhance worship. He also assisted the pastor in 
the many pastoral care duties, helping with the visiting of the sick, 
homebound, and bereaved. 
Sidney A. Hopkins was called as minister of youth and outreach 

and began his service to the church in October of 1970. He had 
previously served as minister of education and youth for First 
Baptist Church of Washington, Georgia, and prior to that in the 
Brookhollow Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Hopkins attended high school in Washington, Georgia. He 
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began college as a co-op student in the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and transferred to Mercer University, Macon, 
Georgia, where he received his bachelor of arts degree in June 
1966. 
Hopkins received a full-tuition honors program scholarship 

from the Vanderbilt Divinity School where he received the mas­ 
ter of divinity in June, 1969. He married the former Janice Ro­ 
gers. In 1975 they had two daughters, Heather age five and 
Heidi, born in December, 1974. 
As minister of youth and outreach, Hopkins assisted in staffing 

youth leadership positions, advised in program materials and 
equipment for all youth groups, administered and coordinated the 
summer camp program and youth fellowship, counseled with 
youth and their parents; in outreach, he was in charge of the 
visitation program for the purpose of leading the church in reach­ 
ing its growth goals. 
Plunkett continued his service in the area of the education 

programs as well as the administration of the church. 
After the basic ministerial staff had been secured, Pastor Craig 

led the church to define its objectives. 'We must know who we 
are before we can know what we are to do," he said in one of his 
first sermons. The staff and church council presented the follow­ 
ing objectives, and they were adopted by the church in early 1971: 

Section I. General 

The First Baptist Church of Chamblee, using the Bible as our primary source of 
authority, is a fellowship composed of baptized believer who share a personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We seek to be a redemptive body 
in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. This church uses the facilities at 5303 
New Peachtree Road, Chamblee, Georgia to assist in carrying out its objectives. 
The following objectives are tatements of ultimate ends toward which this 

church aims its activities. These objectives are the church's answer to the crucial 
question: ''What do we understand to be God's purpose for our church? 
These objectives define our church's program in general terms and provide 

direction for our church's goals, programs, and plans. The objectives are state­ 
ments of our timeless intention to act. These objectives are intended to be reviewed 
regularly by the congregation. Long range and short term goals shall be developed 
and carried out in accordance with them. 

Section 2. Statement of Objectives 

Our objective in worship is to be a fellowship of believers through which we seek 
to provide opportunities for an encounter between God and man. 
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Our objective in evangelism is to witnes for and about Je u Chr t in loving 
word and unselfish deed to all persons in thi: community. 
Our objective in missions is to share Jesus Chri t through mini trie to people in 

the community who are not immediate prospect for our church, and with all other 
people throughout the world. 
Our objective in Christian education is to be a fell ow hip of maturing hri tians 

whose learning results in re ponsible living. 
Our objective in administration is to improve continually our organizational 

structure and functional responsibility o as to meet the objective and goal of our 
church. 
Our objective in Christian relations is to be a fellow hip that eek meaningful 

dialog and cooperation with other churches and various public in ministering to the 
community and the world. 

All programs services, and ministries were to be kept in har­ 
mony with these objectives. 
The lay leadership of the church continued to grow in numbers, 

dedicated service, and spirituality as evidenced by the change in 
philosophy of the· deacon body from that of administration to 
ministry. These ministry groups included: new member fellow­ 
ship, pastoral ministry, church family ministry, inactive deacon 
ministry, and special care ministry. It was begun in October, 
1970, and to handle the increased responsibility, the deacon body 
was expanded from 24 to 42. Chairmen of the deacon body 
included: 1970 Joe Hurley, 1971 Tom Jack, 1972 Jack Anthony, 
1973 Tom Palmer, 1974 John Dixon, and 1975 Phil McBride. 
Representative of the lay leadership was Dallas Gay, Sr., who 

was honored on June 2, 1974, by "Dallas Gay Day." Gay, a 
member of the church since 1939, had served as building superin­ 
tendent and had to resign for health reasons. In The Call on the 
day in his honor was written, "He has been more than our 
building superintendent. His love and devotion to the Lord and 
this church has motivated him to go 'extra miles' time and time 
again. He was honored at the morning service and at a church­ 
wide fellowship following the evening service. 
New church hymnals were given in memory of George W. 

Ray, Jr., by the children of the church. Ray was serving as adult 
division director in Sunday School at the time of his death on 
April 6, 1972. His wife, Mrs. Nina Ray, taught in the church 
kindergarten and Sunday School. 
In the building of buildings, it was imperative that there was 

also the building of men. Many young people were caJled into 
full time Christian vocational ministries. Greg Samples served in 
the summer of 1970 as a youth director. He later graduated from 
Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Tandy 
Brannan was licensed to preach by the church in March 1972. 
Tom Finley was baptized as a new Christian in late 1973 and later 
answered God's call to preach. He entered Southwestern Semi­ 
nary in the fall of 1974 to prepare. 
First Baptist Church of Chamblee joined the entire community 

in honoring Harold Smith, Sunday School director for 15 years 
and high school counselor and teacher for 43 years. Serving on the 
steering committee from the church were Mayor W. B. Malone of 
Chamblee, Ben Hyde, Pastor Craig, and Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Pierce. September 24, 1974, was set aside at Chamblee High 
School to honor "Mr. Harold" and his wife, Elizabeth. That 
night at a banquet, Mr. and Mrs. Smith were presented with a trip 
to the Baptist World Alliance in Sweden in the summer of 1975. 
As Dr. Holsclaw, chairman of the steering committee said, 
Perhaps Winston Churchill said it best: 'Never have so many 
owed so much to so few.' In this case 'few' is one man, Harold L. 
Smith." 
In April of I 97 l, after having felt the need for· more space and 

after having wanted a new sanctuary and more adequate educa­ 
tional space for many years, and knowing disappointment in the 
past, the church launched a challenging "Together We Build" 
building fund program-and launched it with prayer! Harold 
Smith led the campaign. Fred Henderson led in the spiritual 
preparation of the campaign. Eighty of the men visited in the 
homes of every member of the church for the purpose of prayer 
alone. Through these prayers God granted the response to the 
"Together We Build!" 
The objective was to receive pledges that would extend over a 

three-year period of time. The goal was to raise $225,000 over and 
above tithes and offerings to the regular budget. 'This wonderful 
fellowship of love and excitement pledged the tremendous sum of 
$240,000!" the pastor reported. 

On Sunday, June 13, 1971, the ground breaking service pro- 
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vided the realization that now was the time-Together We Build! 
The foundation was completed October 1 1971. 
The new sanctuary, furnishings, paved parking for 300 cars 

with adequate lighting, remodeling of the present auditorium, and 
educational facilities brought the cost to $1.2 million. At the time 
the church membership was 1,940. 
The sanctuary seated 1,200 and featured faceted glass­ 

windows, each with biblical stories told through symbolism. The 
building housed the music facilities as well as some Sunday 
School space. The lobby featured a bride's room in traditional 
decor. Dimensions of the building were eighty feet wide by 200 
feet long by forty feet high. Splayed walls helped the acoustics. 
The piano and electronic organ were placed in the music pit. 

The special $40,000 organ was a gift from a church member. The 
organ system included a console with three sixty-one note manu­ 
als and a thirty-two note concave radiating pedalboard two re­ 
mote tone and registration control system centers housing 5,140 
additive voice generating circuits energized by 960 separately 
turnable sources. There are ten audio amplifiers providing fifty 
watts of sustained audio power. Eleven speaker cabinets were 
included, containing 163 speakers. There was an antiphonal 
organ with twelve speaker cabinets at the rear of the sanctuary, 
containing eighty-nine speakers. 
The long-awaited day finally arrived. On October 22, 1972, the 

new building was dedicated to the Lord. This was "a glorious 
day" in the history of First Baptist Church of Chamblee. More 
than I ,300 people were present. 
The building committee, under the leadership ofT. E. Boland, 

was commended for their faith and perseverance. The following 
was used as the service of dedication: 

Climaxing a Century Together 

DEDICATION SERVICE 
October 22, 1972 
Eleven o'clock 

Organ Prelude: "Sing Praise to God" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paxton 
· Mrs. Neil White 

Call To Worship: "The Gu, »rH •• Th . a e OJ eaven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ompson 
Adult Choir 

'...the Lord is in this holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him.'' 
(Habakkuk 2:20) 
'...this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.'' 

(Genesis 28:17) 
Invocation Sid Hopkins 
Choral Response 
Hymn No. 380: "The Church's One Foundation" Wesley 
Recognition of Visitor Earl Craig 
Hymn No. 499: "Dedicatory Hymn'......... From Gesangbuch der Herzogl 
Reading of Scnpture: Psalm 84: 1-12 Earl Craig 
THE CEREMONY OF DEDICATION Pastor and Congregation 
Prayer of Dedication......................................Tommy Boland 
Hymn No. 379: "O Thou Whose Hand Hath Brought Us" Webb 
Offertory: "Allegretto" Dvorak 
Choral Worship: 'My Et lK; '> • ernai ng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marshall 

Adult Choir 
Dedication Sermon: THE CHURCH OF MY DREAMS......... Earl Craig 
Invitation Hymn No. 235: 'Only Trust Him''..................... Stockton 
Benediction Norman Plunkett 
Organ Postlude: "Festal Postlude with Chimes''.................... Spence 

EVENING WORSHIP 
Seven o'clock 

Organ Prelude: "My God cmt! /" Arr. Martin 
Mrs. Neil White 

Call to Worship: "From All that Dwell Below the Skies" Young 
Youth Choir 

Hymn No. 41: "To God Be the Glory" Doane 
Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earl Craig 
Welcome and Recognition of Guests Earl Craig 
Message in Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Dr. Paul Mccommon 
"Tl,e Stranger of Galilee" Morris 
"When They Ring the Golden Bells" DcMabelle 

Hymn No. 279: "He Lives''...................................... Ackley 
Offertory: "Great ls Thy Faithfulness''....................... Arr. Landon 
Message in Music Dr. Paul Mccommon 
"The Ninety and Nine" _ Sankey 
"Ch'et ls Al' .. ru s • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Williams 

Message............................................. Dr. Monroe Swilley 
Invitation Hymn No. 357: "Take My Life, and Let I Be'' Malan 
Ordinance of Baptism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor and Congregation 
Benediction 
Organ Postlude: "Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" Wilson 
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THE CEREMONY OF DEDICATION 

PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 

PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
PASTOR: 

PEOPLE: 
UNISON: 

A Century In North DeKalb 

Believing that Thou art, O Father. above all the Builder of this house 
through Thy servants we off er unto Thee our humble and grateful 
praise. Knowing that, ''Except the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it." e 

''Bless the Lord O my soul: and all that is within me, bless Hts holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.'' 
To the glory of God the Father, whose provident grace has circled all 
our needs; to the honor of His Son, who in love and self-sacrifice has 
secured for us redemption and eternal life; to the praise of the Holy 
Spirit who illumines comforts, and strengthen us; 
To Thee, the only true God, we gratefully dedicate this building. 
With thanksgiving to God for calling us together into a new church, 
and for the work of His grace within u:., thu bringing us to th, good 
hour 
We gladly dedicate this building. . . 
For the worship of God in prayer and praise; for the preaching of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ; for the teaching of.the Holy Scriptures; 
We humbly dedicate this building. 
For the observance of the sacred ordinances; for the comfort of those 
who mourn; for the encouragement of those who are weak; for the 
counsel of those seeking guidance; 
We faithfully dedicate this building. 
For the evangelization of our community and the world; for the 
promotion of righteousness; for the battle against evil; 
We obediently dedicate this building. . 
For the global extension of the kingdom of God; for the exaltation of 
Christian brotherhood; for the relief of human suffering; 
We hopefully dedicate this building. . . . . . . 
In the unity of the faith; in the bond of Christian discipleship; in 
acknowledgment of our affection for the cooperation with other 
churches: 
We joyfully dedicate this building. . 
In gratitude for the labors and gifts of all who love and serve this 
church; in loving remembrance of those who have finished their 
course; with constant expectancy toward those who shall follow us; 
We hopefully dedicate this building. 
We, the people of this church and congregation, grateful for our 
heritage, sensible of the sacrifices and zeal here made evident, mind­ 
ful of our responsibility to perpetuate the spirit and ministry of our 
Christian forefathers, do dedicate ourselves anew to the worship and 
service of God, through our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

J. W. Chupp and Sam Cox, losttheir lives on May 19, 1972, in a 
cave-in while installing a sewer pipe for the church sanctuary. 
The church held a service on May 21, 1973, in their memory. 
Craig quoted from Romans 14:7-8 (RSV) "None of us lives to 
himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord's." It is to be noted that both 
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men were Christians. On the car seat of Chupp was found an open 
Bible he had been reading at lunch. 
The pastor reminded the members that the new building 

facilities would be valid only if they improved the worship ser­ 
vices, enhanced the spiritual growth of the church, and gave 
impetus to outreach in improved programs to help meet the needs 
of the members and the community and all mission endeavors, 
local, state home, and foreign. To that end the church moved. 
Lay leadership under the guidance of the staff, with special 

direction by Plunkett resulted in a new constitution and bylaws. 
An elaborate, but efficient, salary program was adopted in Oc­ 
tober 1971. A set of very effective personnel policies aided in the 
smooth administration of the church. A definite "housekeeping 
plan" was followed. These basic improvements led to a better 
foundation for the operation of the programs to foster outreach 
and better reach the church goals. The Church Operations and 
Procedures Manual incorporates in file fashion these documents 
and others pertaining to the church program. The church secured 
computer services to help with contribution records and produce 
stewardship profiles. 
The church adopted the basic concept of the El Dorado Plan 

for Training Union which incorporates the church training cur­ 
riculum into the Sunday morning educational program. This was 
initiated in October, 1970. It proved highly successful among 
younger adults, but wa not well received by older adults. 
There was an emphasis on pupil involvement and "hands on" 

endeavors in teaching. Much audio visual material was used. 
More teacher training was given. Leadership adopted the '"ex­ 
tended term of service" concept in the program services_with an 
emphasis on constant 'improvement of skills, knowledge, and 
dedication. This meant that they served an indefinite term of ser­ 
vice and did not have to be elected annually. 
Preschool, Children's and Youth Division in all program or­ 

ganizations were promoted as of July 1. Adult divisions were 
promoted on January 1. This became effective on July 1, 1972. 

Member orientation classes and teacher training classes were 
provided as a part of the Sunday School Department. The Exten­ 
sion Department served those that were homebound. The use of 
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tapes was of value in this area of outreach. Pastor and deacons 
took the Lord's Supper into the homes of homebound people. 
Programs for children needing special education became a 

reality in February, 1974. For several years the leadership of the 
church wanted to begin a ministry for those children who were 
made special through mental retardation or loss of hearing. It was 
not until the fall of 1973 that qualified leaders could be found. 

Mrs. Leslie Saturday, an EMR teacher in Gwinnett County, 
joined the church and soon led out in starting the Sunday School 
class of mentally retarded children. Mrs. Barbara Parker, who 
had been a member for several years, was discovered as a teacher 
of EMR children and worked with Mrs. Saturday in setting up the 
program and finding and enlisting the children. . 

A class in sign language for the deaf was conducted in the fall of 
1973. A teacher from the Atlanta Area School for the Deaf taught 
twenty of the members in basic sign language. From the class the 
Lord called out Mrs. Teresa Wiley to begin a Sunday School 
ministry for the deaf. In February, 1974, Mrs. Wiley and Mike 
McLean, a twelve-year-old deaf boy, who was already a member, 
began their journey together learning about Jesus.. ... 
The youth ministry under Hopkins expanded its activities. In 

accordance with the church's desire for a broader based youth 
ministry a youth council composed of youth representatives and a 
youth committee composed of adults were formed to give ul­ 
dance to the program. The primary objective of the youth minis­ 
try was to introduce young people to the Christian life and to help 
them mature as Christian young men and young women. The 
basic approach of the youth ministry was to involve the young 
people through fellowships, retreats, church camp, mission 
emphases, and special summer activities so that they would form 
friendships and positive attitudes toward the church. As they 
participated in the various activities they would be exposed to 
principles of Christian living and receive encouragement in fol­ 
lowing in Christ's footsteps. 
In 1971, the church sought to build involvement of the young 

people by reaching out to those who had not previously been 
involved, even though they were church members or Sunday 
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School members. As the number grew there was a need to build a 
spirit of unity so that each of those involved felt they were a vital 
part of what was happening. This emphasis upon group unity with 
continued growth characterized the youth ministry in I 972. Hav­ 
ing broadened the participation and created a spirit of group 
unity, the primary objective for 1973-74 was to deepen the spiritu­ 
ality of the young people. 
In the summer of 1973 the youth participated in the Billy 

Graham Crusade, worked in Vacation Bible School shared once 
again·in Camp Rutledge, and had a mission trip to three mission 
churches in south Louisiana. In addition, the church s involve­ 
ment in lay renewal provided another avenue for deepening the 
spiritual insight of youth. In June of 1974 they participated in a 
mission week during which they worked in five of the Baptist 
Centers in Atlanta, ministered to the church's homebound mem­ 
bers, and attended the Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts. In July 
of 1974, the church received delivery on its new church bus which 
represented the possibility of even greater things for the youth in 
the future. 
The music ministry likewise expanded. At the end of the 60's 

the music program consisted of five choirs and a fully graded 
program. In the 70's, Passman, minister of music, stated. ''The 
purpose and philosophy of the music ministry is (1) to glorify God 
through music, (2) to uplift and inspire Christians to greater 
service and dedication-to lead people of all ages to u e their 
talents in praising God, (3) to win the lost through music 
evangelism and training in the children's choirs, and (4) to de­ 
velop church musicians now and for the future.,, 

Leadership in the music program under Passman's direction 
included: 
Organists, Mrs. Neil White, Chester King; pianist, Mr . Vera 

Bettis. Children's choirs Mrs. Julia Henderson, Mrs. Joan 
Branyon Mrs. Nancy Hightower, Mrs. Patty Pratt, Mrs. David 
Dailey, Mrs. Martin Parham, Mrs. Suzanne Burnette, Miss Re­ 
becca Gillian, Miss Joy Maxey. Miss Tina Meade, Mrs. Jo 
Davis, Mrs. Joan Hicks, Mrs. Pat Carpenter, Mrs. Linda Bever. 
Mrs. Irma Small. 
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Under this leadership the music ministry grew from a total 
enrollment of 220 in 1970 to over 300 in September of 1974. 

Among the accomplishments and special highlights were: 

(1) "What's It All About, Anyhow?'', May 16, 1971, at 
Chamblee and June 6, First Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
Tenn., Youth Choir . 

(2) 'God's Trombone", October 17. 1971, Adult Choir; sec- 
ond presentation at Timber Ridge Baptist Church, 
Gainesville, Ga. 

(3) "It's the Lord's Thing", December 15, 1971 Youth Choir 
(4) "Eastertide", March 26, 1972, Adult Choir 
(5) "Purpose", May 28, 1972, Youth Choir 
(6) Allen Digital Computer Organ, System 1500 installed 

Sept. 1972 
(7) "Who Is My Neighbor?", November 22, 1972, Adult 

Choir and drama group; "A City of the King'', December 
17, 1972, Adult Choir 

(8) Four Great Sunday Nights of Music, March, 1973 (Youth 
Handbell Choir, First Baptist Church, Macon, Paul 
McCommon, tenor, Sir James Singers, Wendall Kitchens, 
tenor) . 

(9) "The Seven Last Words"', April 15, 1973, Adult Choir 
(10) "Real", June, 1973, Youth Choir; "'Messiah"', December 

1973, Adult Choir 
(1 I) Furman Singers at Chamblee, March 3, 1974 . 
(12) "It's Cool In the Furnace"', June 2, 1974, Young Must- 

cians Choir 
(13) "The Holy City", May 1974, Adult Choir 
(14) "I'm Here, God's Here, Now We Can Start", July 13, 

1974, at Camp Rutledge and August 4, Chamblee, Youth 
Choir 

(15) Four Great Sunday Nights of Music, September, 1974 
(SING, AMERICA, Adult Choir; THE TURNING 
POINT: Miss Joan Pritcher, Folk Singer; Miss Laverne 
Melton and Miss Hildegard Stanley, Duet) 
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(16) August, 1974, church received set of handbells, memorial 
gift for Lonny Williams, by Linda 

(17) September, 1974, Adult Choir auditions for and is ac­ 
cepted as an official ST A Y AND SEE AMERICA IN 
GEORGIA American Bicentennial Music Group, on call 
for local and statewide Bicentennial events January 1, 
1975, through December 31, 1976 

The recreational program had something of interest for all ages. 
Some of the organized programs were: softball basketball bowl- . . , ' 
mg, shmnastics, and games. All programs included some recrea- 
tion and fellowship. 
The Woman's Missionary Union provided continued service in 

a mission outreach program with Mrs. Frances Hudson serving 
as director in 1973 and 1974. The Baptist Young Women (both 
married and single through age 35) and the Baptist Women or­ 
ganized into three board areas: mission action, mission study, and 
mission support. The Young Women centered their service in 
sponsoring and staffing the Lawson Kindergarten. There was 
disappointment in the first response for the free kindergarten for 
the children from Lawson. After much prayer it was attempted 
again in September of 1974. Prayers were answered. Twenty­ 
three children, three and four years of age, were enrolled and 
were excited as they rode the church bus to the kindergarten at 
the church building. The church paid a lead teacher and the 
Baptist Young Women provided two volunteers each day to help. 
Special interest of outreach for the Baptist Women was Ashton 

Woods Convalescent Home. Both groups worked in sewing for 
Grady and Georgia Baptist, serving city missions, meeting needs 
of individuals, and working in the Blessing Room, formerly 
known as the Crisis Room. The theme for 1974 was ''Love thy 
neighbor' which involved all types of mission action in outreach 
The dedication of the WMU was felt in all mission oriented 
programs. This group helped the church in observing the weeks of 
prayer and offerings for missions. 
The WMU continued to sponsor Mission Friends and Girls in 

Action. In 1974, the Girls in Action were divided into five groups 
I 

I 
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and Mission Friends in three groups. According to the minutes of 
April, 1974, Girls in Action had fifty-two enrolled and Mission 
Friends forty-one enrolled. 
In the late summer of 1974,a coeducational organization for the 

youth division was organized, known as Youth On Mission, with 
Mrs. Beth Ann Boland as director. The objectives were: 

(I) to teach missions, (2) to engage in mission upport, (3) to 
engage in mission action, (4) to create an environment for growth 
in the Christian life which will reflect itself in re ponsible in­ 
volvement in the youth mission, (5) to provide opportunities that 
would enhance the development of a special relationship between 
Christian adults and youth,· (6) to provide opportunities that 
would enhance the involvement of young adults in leadership 
roles in "Youth on Mission" and (7) to be a stimulant to the 
missions nerve of the church by drawing the church into a greater 
m1ssons awareness. 

These objectives were to be met by areas of involvement. They 
were: The Equipping Ministry, The Mission Action Project, The 
Reachout Ministry, and Joy Explosion. According to the church 
minutes, this organization had an enrollment of thirty-five in 
September, 1974. 
The Baptist Brotherhood continued to progress. Ralph Purcell 

and Robert McFarland gave leadership. Special emphasis was 
placed on service to the Atlanta Union Mission and sponsoring 
the Royal Ambassadors. 
The kindergarten program continued to exert an influence on 

the community. In the 70's, there was an average enrollment of 
100 plus the tuition-free school sponsored by the church. The 
church kindergarten was self-supported. Programs were pro­ 
vided for two days for three-year-old, three or two days for 
four-year-olds, and five days a week for five-year-olds. This was 
conducted by a staff of nine, with Mrs. Joyce Harris serving as 
director. The program was structured to serve the individual 
child. 
The Wednesday Family Night met with great success. Prayer 

meetings and business meetings were held at the dinner table. 
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Average attendance from 1973-1975 was approximately 285. AII 
choirs, except the youth choir, rehearsed on Wednesday night. 
Sunday School planning meetings and all youth mission groups 
met on Wednesday night making this a real family night. The 
success led to the renovation of the kitchen in 1974 with plans 
later to renovate fellowship hall. 
Lay workers contributed hundreds of hours to the kitchen 

renovation, painting of the educational building and the addition 
of bookshelves, bulletin board, and the tremendous undertaking 
of landscaping after the addition of the new sanctuary. 
The audio-visual education, under the direction of Tom Jack 

began providing, in December of 1973, means where cassette 
tapes containing sermons, musical and other programs could be 
bought for a nominal fee with complimentary copies of the service· 
to be given to the person in charge of the service. 
The First Baptist Church of Chamblee held a brief dedication 

ceremony officially opening its new Media Center, Sunday 
January 13, 1974. Professor William Hendricks of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and Mrs. Florence Galloway, 
Media Center director, took part in the ceremony. Following a 
brief word by Craig, and a prayer of dedication by Hendricks the 
ribbon, composed of book jackets, was officially cut by Hen­ 
dricks. The center contained 3, I 00 volumes and a tape ministry 
for use by members of the church. 

More and more the denomination was calling on the pastor for 
service. He served the Atlanta Baptist Association on its 
evangelism committee and was chairman of the program commit­ 
tee for 1974. He served the Georgia Baptist Convention as a vice 
president in 1974, as a member of the Christian Life Commission 
and as a member of the 1975 Cooperative Program committee: 

Others called on him as well. He served the North DeKalb 
Lions Club as chaplain, was a member of the N orthside Hospital 
clergy staff, and in 1970 was included in the book, Personalities of 
the South. The 1976-77 edition of Who's Who in Religion will 
include his name. Other Baptist ministers, however, best knew 
him for his skill at golf. He won the Georgia Preachers Golf 
Association Tournament five of six years, the fifth championship 
in September 1973 at Callaway Gardens. 

, 
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Dr. Craig resigned effective March 30, 1975 to accept the 
pastorate of the Richardson Heights Baptist Church, Richard- 
son, Texas. . . . 

With the intent of growing Christians, Craig had led the church 
in expanding and emphasizing Bible study. January Bible study 
each year became a highlight with such scholars a. William Hen­ 
dricks and Leon McBeth of Southwestern Seminary, and Presi­ 
dent William Tanner of Oklahoma Baptist University. Two lay 
renewal weekends, under the leadership of Home Mission Board 
personnel, resulted in a new revitalized intere tin Bible study and 
Christian living. "Dry bones" came to life again. 
The First Baptist Church of Chamblee faced a tremendous 

challenge for outreach as it approached its centennial celebration. 
With this challenge there was so much for which to be thankful; 
the leadership, the fellowship, the church programs, the facili­ 
ties, and the spiritual environment. 
Dr. Craig believed, in early 1970, that a united and sweet spirit 

was necessary for lasting progress to be achieved. That unity and 
spirit was there. It was for that reason that the church began, in 
1972, to sing regularly, "Sweet, Sweet Spirit." 

There's a sweet, sweet spirit in this place 
And I know that it's the spirit of the Lord. 

There are sweet expressions on each face 
And I know that it's the presence of the Lord. 

Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heav'nly Dove, 
Stay right here with us, Filling us with your love. 

And for these blessings • 
We lift our hearts with praise; 

Without a doubt we'll know that we have been 
revived, 

When we shall leave this place. 
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We agree in the belief that the following doctrings are taught in the Scriptures and 
receive them without question upon the testimony of God 

There is one and only one true and living God he Subsist in three per ons 
The Father Son and Holy Spirit These three person are not three gods but 
one God 

I st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the word of God given by 
inspiration and arc the only rule of faith and practice 

Adam fell and all men fell in him By this fall the race became totally deprived 
and powerless to recover themselves from their lost estate 

God from eternity loved his people and before the world began cho e them in 
Christ to grace and glory The effectual calling justification and glorification 
of each is infalibly Secured through an eternal covenent between the Father 
the Son and the Holy Spirit 

Sinners are justified before God only by the righteousness of Christ wrought 
out in his vicarious attonement for Sin and imputed to. them through faith 

The Spirit and powerof God will effectively call all the elect and will Support 
Sustain and keep them through faith So that they will perserve to the end and 
not one be lost 

Good works are fruits of faith they follow justification and are evidences of a 
gracious State 

There will be a resurection of the dead and a general judgment and the 
hapiness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will be con­ 
sciously eternal 

From Church Minute Book, 1889-1921 
Adopted prior to 1895 
(actual spelling and punctuation) 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

CHURCH ORDER 
A gospel church is a congregation of baptized believers agreeing in the belief 
of what Christ has said and convenanting to do what he has commanded Its 
nature powers and duties are to be learned from the new Testament model 

Of the church Jesus Christ is the head and only law giver By his appointment 
his church is the Sole executive and authoritative expounder of his law 
independant of all other governments and responsible Solely to him for what 
it does 

Baptism in water and the Lord's Supper are ordinances of Jesus Christ to be 
ob erved till his Second coming 

The Scriptures prescribe no mode of baptism The Lord commands the 
immersion of a believer in water into the name of The Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit and a change of this in any particular violates the 
command and what is done is not baptism 

The Lords Supper is to be observed by the church as a body and not by 
individual members Hence terms of church fellowship are terms of commun­ 
ion· Its designs is memorial and Symbolic a perversion of its designs is its 
destruction as an ordinance of Christ. 

It is the duty of every regenerate Soul to put on Christ by baptism to become 
a member of a gospel church and to discharge every duty which the relation 
imposes. 

From Church Minute Book, 1889-1921 
Adopted prior to 1895 
(actual spelling and punctuation) 
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Item 2 

Item 3 

Item l 

Item 4 

Item 5 

Item 6 

Item 7 

Item 8 

Item 9 

RULES OF DECORUM 
The church Shall have a moderator and clerk The Preacher by them chosen 
Shall be the moderator when present if absent the clerk Shall call to order 
and the church choose them a moderator 

Any member intending to Speak Shall arise from his Seat and address the 
moderator and Shall not be interrupted except he depart from the Subject or 
use improper language in either case it Shall be the duty of the moderator to 
call to order but any brother may have the opinion of the conference 

No member Shall Speak more than thrice to the Same Subject without leave 
of the conference And no motion Shall claim the attention of the moderator 
except it be Seconded 

No male member Shall absent himself from the conference without leave of 
the conference 

That all the members indiscriminantly attend every quarterly meeting espe­ 
cially at communion conference in which conference the rules of this de­ 
corum Shall be read together with the church covenant on failure to attend 
they Shall be considered under the censure of the church until satisfaction 
be given for his absence. 

In all cases a majority ShaJl rule except touching fellowship and that shall be 
unanimous. 

When any member of this church shall commit the offence of getting drunk 
dancing cursing or acting in any way to bring a reproach upon the cause of 
Christ and they failing to come and Set themselves aright before the next 
conference thereafter the church having evidence of their guilt Shall prefer 
charges against them and exclud them from the church 

If deemed necessary any of the above rules may be changed or amended by a 
majority of the members present by notice being given the preceeding 
meeting 

That each male member is hereby assessed annually one dollar and fifty 
cents and each female fifty cents for the support of their pastor and the 
church shall elect a treasurer to whome said assessment shall be paid They 
failing to pay said assessment and having the ability to do so the church shall 
exclude them from the church Said treasurer shall keep a list of the members 
paying their assessment and make their annal report to the church at the 
close of the year 

Original was read and adopted 1889. Later amendments were made. The above represents 
how It read in 1908. 
(Actual spelling and punctuation) 

Item 1 

Item 2 

Item 3 

Item 4 

Sample Record of an Early Business Meeting 

The Baptist church of Christ at Corinth met on Saturday before the Ist Sabbath in June 
1892. After devine Services by Bro. M Purcell (A. J. Goss, pastor, was absent) met in 
conference. 

Opened the doors of the church Also invited visiting brethern to seats with 
us 

(Usually Item 2 was reasons for absence - not included this meeting) 

Called for acknowledgements Bro made satisfactory ac- 
knowledgements and on motion was restored to fellowship 

Called for peace of the church All is at peace 

Called for Gen or misclanious business On motion the church appointed 
Bros R T Brown J W Spinks W H Brooks H G A Honey and J Evins as 
committee to lay off church ground into burial ground Church and commu­ 
nity requested to meet com on Monday at - l p m On motion Bro W S 
Johnson was appointed to confer with Bro Goss in regard to commencing a 
protract meeting on 5th Sunday August 1892 On motion granted letters of 
dismissal to Bro and Sister Purcell There being no further business the 
minutes was read and adopted 

J Evins, Clerk 

T.T. Twitty Mod 

(Actual spelling and punctuation) 
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Resolutions of Respect Regarding Rev. J as. P. McConnell 

Resolved, that we, the committee appointed to draft resolution a ate timony of the 
noble Christian character, of our much loved brother who while gifted with the power of 
making money as a successful business man yet in his devotion to the CaJI of his Heavenly 
Father preferred the humble life of a lowly follower of Chri t to the accumulation of great 
riches 

Whereas God, in his allwise Providence, has seen fit to remove from earthly scenes our 
beloved brother Rev. James. P. McConnell, who for twenty one years was the faithful 
pastor of Corinth Baptist Church, of Chamblee, Ga., and 

Whereas, we the members of said church recall with deep appreciation his devout life 
and untiring labors among us for so long a period, and deplore our great loss, therefore be 
it, 

Resolved, that while we bow in humble submission to the will of "Him who doeth all 
things well" that while we mourn the loss of our brother who after So many years of 
faithful service has been called to his reward only answering the Summons of his master 
"Well done, thou good and faithful Servant enter thou into the joys of thy Lord". 

Resolved further, that we tender our heart felt Sympathy to the bereaved family. 
directing them to the only Source of comfort and Solace in their heart crush sorrow. 

Resolved further that a copy of these resolutions be sent to the bereaved family of our 
deceased brother, also to the Christian Index for publication, and a copy be placed on the 
church record. 

Committee 

J. W. Chapman, Chairman 
Miss Anna Evins, ' 
Ren neon Sudderth, 

Adopted by church in conference Apr. 11- 1926. 

Random Notes of the Early Years 
In November 1893, S; ,. committ (Thi h' Woman, Sister Addie Brooks, was appointed to the finance 
r'?' _Ms a to be a most unique event for the era involved). 
soi}"",,";%,2;"y Society yas organized i January 1894. sister Aaaie Brooks 
Johnson 4', ' and Sister Minnie Brooks appointed as secretary. Sister Ollie 
Organized ."];}", ",",2,"g Corinth to organize it was rid s1.00 for expenses". 

rs a at School March 1894 After the delegates returned f h •. . • 
was given. As aresult, a'M.,''{""""heir meeting at Roswell March 1896, a mission report 
W.S.Carroll. w.H.Bi ""[,"""ionary Society" ' was formed including W.J.Johnson. 

• • .. irool;s, omas Phil]- W ±, .: D. T. Donahoo and Justinian ;~. lIps. ·.B. Tribble, John Warren, T. T.Twitty. 
not organize nationally , 'Yins. This was another unique event. The Brotherhood did 

or many more years. 

EARLY CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
The church minutes indicate the following members held positions as indicated up to 

1933. Printed elsewhere is an associationaJ letter chart for leadership from 1934 to present. 

Church Clerk 

1889-1925 Justinian Evins 
1925-1933 Anna Evins 

Treasurer 

1890-1908 W. S. Carroll 
1909-1925 C. P. Warnock 
1925-1928 Robert Warnock 
1928-1933 Anna Evins 

OTHER CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

Assistant Treasurer 

1960-1975 Harold '"Ned" Scroggins 

1960-1964 
1965-1969 
1970- 
1971- 
1972- 
1973-1975 

Olivia Futrelle 
Addie Wright 
Peggy House 
Paula Passman 
Frances Armour 
Florence Galloway 

DIRECTOR OF AUDIO VISUAL EDUCATION 

1962-1969 Roy Bruce 
1971-1975 Tom Jack 

Sunday School Superintendent 

1894-1898 
1899-1901 
1902-1907 
1908- 
1925- 
1925- 
1926-1933 

LIBRARIA S 

Library was begun in 1941 but no record of leadership 

W. S. Johnson 
W.S. Carroll 
A. R. Council 
C. P. Warnock 
Renneon Sudderth 
G. H. Ivey 
W. A. Ayers 

BYPU DIRECTOR 

1929- Hale Kellogg 
1932- Raymond Chatham 
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CHURCH 
The following information was taken from associational letters. Letters 
are available only going back to 1934. Any blank represent no informa­ 
tion available either in associational records or church minutes. The 

LEADERSHIP 
year indicated represents January to September of that year and Oc­ 
tober and December of the previous year. 

Chairman 
Year of Deacons Church Clerk Treasurer Sunday School Woman's Missionary BYPUIT raining Brotherhood Superintendent President/Director Union Director President/Director 1934 Miss Anna J. Evins Miss Anna J. Evins 
1935 J. M. Allen Mrs. D. G. Chestnut J. F. Dyer, Jr. 
1936 w. B. Hyde 
1937 C. P. Warnock Mrs. W. A. Ayers 

Dwight Kirby 
Ray Suddeth 

1938 Mrs. W. A. Ayers Mr . W. A. Ayers .. 
1939 R. L. Sheffield 
1940 C. P. Warnock 
1941 Ernest Jameson 
1942 Mrs. C. F. Kellam 
1943 Mrs. W. H. Ward 
1944 Mrs. J. F. Barton 
1945 Mrs. Hazel Bray 
1946 Mrs. Cora Lee Hyde H. E. Hyde 
1947 
1948 
1949 Harold Smith Edgar R. Pinson 
1950 W.R. Rigell Miss Eva Warren J. B. Head 
1951 " Robert Gunter Edwin C. Daniel 
1952 M. O. Jinks. 
1953 Grant Curtis George 8. Taylor Mrs. A. P. Douglas George Taylor Charles Smith 
1954 .. 
1955 J. Edward Barton Mrs. Herman Burnett 

Grant Curtis ,. Herbert A. Schutte C. D. MeCurdy 
1956 Tommy Boland Irvin Bramlett George B. Taylor Marvin D. Camp 
1957 Robert Gunter W. 0. Brannan H. J. Alexander 
1958 Joe Hurley Thomas P. Carter Ozella Head Marvin F. Blair Herman Burnett 1959 Dawin Gault 1960 W. B. Hyde Grant B. Curtis 8t Mrs. Harold T. Dotson William E. Cropper Robert McFarland 
1961 Harold Smith « Wm. E. Cropper W. 0. Brannan George B. Taylor 1962 Irvin Bramlett Harold Smith Mrs. Callie Kellam Orlan Jenkins. W. 0. Brannan 
1963 Marvin Camp George Taylor 
1964 Harold Smith Helen Brown Larry Adams Doug Price. 
1965 Robert McFarland Robert McFarland 
1966 Doyle Chasteen Florence Galloway W. 0. Brannan Clatie Lewis 
1967 Grant Curtis 

.. 
Dick Wolf 

1968 Tommy Malone Eunice Black George Scarborough J. D. Adams 
1969 Paul Davidson Dot Davidson Tye Hill 
1970 Joe Hurley Faye Ratledge 
1971 Alberta Schulherr Roy Hall 

Tom Jack Helen Brown Ed Boniol Clatie Lewis 
1972 Jack Anthony Ann Barringer Ron Buchanan 
1973 Tom Palmer 1974 John Dixon Ruth Sperry Frances Hudson 
1975 Phil McBride Frances Hudson 

Ralph Purcell 

I Judy Hargrove 
Robert McFarl d 

t 
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Men in War VIETNAM WAR 

No record of any men who served in World War l 

Adams, Charles 
Ayers, William E. 
Barley, Albert J. 
Black, William G. 
Brooks, T.H. 
Brown, Harold B. 
Brown Johnson W. 
Brown. Joseph C. 
Brown, Laren D. 
Brown, Robert F. 
Byrd, George D.. Jr. 
Cash, Connie M. 
Castleberry, Charles G. 
Chatham, James Harley 
Cline, George H. 
Cole, James H. 
Coleman, C. B. 
Cook, Charles W. 
Cook, Thomas B. 
Cross, Sarah L. 
Curtis, Glenn 
Daniel, Edwin C. 
Daniel, Lucien H. 
Daniel, William H. 
Duval, James B. 
Dyer, Dewey D. 
Dyer, Raymond C. 
Dyer, T.F., Jr. 
Earley, Elbert 
Eller, James B. 
Ellis, Boone H. 
English, Earnest L. 
Estridge, Adio 
Etheredge, Albert F .. Jr. 
Farmer, Manor Hollis 
Field, George M. 
Ford, James W. 

WORLD WAR II 

Fox, Jame H. 
Fox, John W. 
Fox, R. D. 
France , Phillip 
Gamble, Luther H. 
Garmon, Fred 
Gay Jack H. 
Greenway, Aubrey E. 
Greenway, W. J., Jr. 
Groover, Earl A., Jr. 
Harless, Charles R. 
Harrison, I van H. 
Haynes, John H., Jr. 
Henderson, Fred 
Henderson, James G. 
Henderson, Lewis J. 
Henderson, Walter 
Holmes, Richard L. 
Hunter, William J. 
Ivey, George H., Jr. 
Ivey, Harold 
Ivy, Billy 
Jenkins, James H. 
Jenkins, William H. 
Jett, Calvin 
Jones, Claude 
Jordan, R. G. 
Key, Jack W. 
Ling, Edward 
Long, Hubert M., Jr. 
Morris, Gordon 
Moss, John E. 
Pinson, Edgar 
Porter, Glenn W. 
Sheffield, Earnest W. 
Smith, Harold 
Smith, Ralph L. 
Thomas, Albert Lamar 

No complete record of men who served in Viet Nam. Sgt. Billy Barnes was stationed in 
Thailand in the middle 1960's and started an orphanage. 

In December 1968, Mrs. Brenda Hall, as an Intermediate class project researched who 
was in Viet Nam at that time. She listed ei.eht men: 

L-CPL. Roger Dale Cruse 
D. C. Ist BN 7th Marine Reg. 
1st Marine Div. 

Sp. 4 Richard C. Daniel 
HHC 31st Engr. BN 

Sp. 4 Richard E. Eason 
HQ & Supt Co., 15 Med. BN 
I st Calvary 

M/Sgt. Isaac L. Evans USMC 
Hd MS-36 MAG-36 (Maint. Control) 

S. Sgt. Dawin Gault, Jr. 
Bandido Charlie 1-16 

Pvt. Charles B. O'Neal 
Co. A. 3-21-196th Inf. 

Sgt. Rick S. Pettepher 
Co. B 4h-23rd 25th Div. 

Sp. 5 Gerald C. Weaver 
413th Finance Disb. Sect. F-3 

Awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, and Bronze Star with Valor. 

During the 1970's the following men served: 

1st Lt. Phillip O. Bruce 
334th Attack Helicopter Co. 
Spec. 4 Ron Pettepher 
America! Division 1st 46th BN 
Sgt. Donald Conyers 
Tank Corps 4th Division 

KOREAN WAR 

No record of men who served in the Korean War. Only one man is known to have 
served, although there were others. 

Virgil S. Price 
Marines 

I 
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PASTORS The Church And the Ministry 

1881- 
1885- 
1889-1891 
1892-1893 
1894-1897 
1898- 
1899-1901 
1902-1923 
1924-1926 

W. B. Haslett (Haslet) 
A. J. Gos° 
B. B. Sargent 
A. J. Gos· 
T. T. Twitty 
J. H. Weaver 
B. B. Sargent 
J. P. Mc onnell 
J. H. Cowart 

1927-1928 
1929-1930 
1931-1937 
1937-1940 
1941-1956 
1956-1960 
1961-1966 
1967-1969 
1970-197 

Lee F. Herring 
Y. T. She hand 
J. T. Widener 
T. J. Tribble 
Joe Frank Barton 
ecil herman 

Tom . Lawler 
R. Wilbur Herring 
Earl H. raig. Jr. 

We have no record of their total ervice. We do know that they were pa tors at those 
specific year . 

Church minute begin in 1889. 

MINISTERS OTHER THAN PASTORS 
1953-1955 Hazel Boyd. 

Educational Director 

1958-1962 Bill Cropper. 
Minister of Music and 
Education 

1963-present Norman Plunkett. 
Minister of Education-Administrator 

1964-1965 Don Jackson. 
Minister of Musi • and Youth 

1966-1969 Bill Colic. 
Minister of Music and Youth 

1968-1970 Earl Craig. 
Minister of Evangelism 

1970-prcscnt Charles Passman. 
Minister of Music-Associate Pastor 

1970-present Sid Hopkins, 
Minister of Youth and Outreach 

Ministers Ordained 

1890T. T. Twitty 

1912-J. H. Taylor-(Called as pastor of 
Emison Baptist Church) 

1942-Dr. T. 8. Meadows (Professor at 
Oglethorpe University) 

1948-Herbert E. Hyde (Grew up in 
this church and became pastor of 
Buckhead Bapti t. Atlanta. Ga .. 
Riverside Baptist. Rome. Ga .. 
Norton Park Bapti t. Smyrna. 
Ga.) 

1966-Jere Wilson-Went to South­ 
western Seminary and now a mis­ 
sionary to Phillippines. 

1967-Norman P. Plunkett-{Ministerof 
Education in this church.) 

1942- 

Licensed To Preach 

1890Bro. T. T. Twitty was the "fir t 
licentiate"'. Later became pa tor 
of many churche in thi area. 

1915-Bro. Pickell Sheffield "liberated 
to speak in public". 

1927-W. R. Sudderth 

1928G. H. Ivey 

1968-Wm. L. "Pc:te .. Brannan 

1969-Charlie B. Bogg 

1971-Michael W. Sperry 

1972--Tandy T. Brannan 

Ordained Ministers Who Were Members 

Dr. T. B. Meadows. professor at Oglethorpe 

1943-1945 Rev. R. L. Holmes, chaplain, Lawson General Army Hospital 

1965- Wyatt Bradberry 

1964-1968 Iris Benefield 

1966- Rev. C, f. Caudell 
Rev. Dan Marshall 

1969-1970 Dr. Eddie Rickenbaker 

1971-1973 Rev. William Sperry 

1970-1975 Rev. Harvey Nowland 
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MINISTERIAL STUDENTS 

1938 R. L. Sheffield 
G. H. Ivey 

1947 Herbert E. Hyde, Mercer, became pastor of River ide Baptist, Rome, Ga.; Buck­ 
head Baptist, Atlanta; and Norton Park, Smyrna. 
W. H. Gary, ministerial tudent. 

1951 Pearl Holmes Duvall, missionary to Nigeria, Africa 
Helen Holmes Ruchti, missionary to Rome, Italy 
Agnes Thurman, educational director, Ben Hill Baptist 

1955 Rev. Elmer White, Mercer 

1962 Gene Wilson, Southwestern Seminary 
Served as minister of education in several churche including North Peachtree. R. 
A. Director for the Georgia Baptist Convention in 1975. 

1962 Carol Bond Andrews, attended Southwe tern Seminary 

1962 Sylvia Wiley Zellner, Southwestern Seminary 
Married Dan Zellner, present pastor of Amboy Baptist Church, Ashburn, Ga. 

1966 Larry Montgomery, Southwestern Seminary 
Served as minister of education in Norfolk, Va. and Scott Boulevard Baptist and 
First Baptist Church, Norcross, Ga. 

1966 Jere Wilson, Southwestern Seminary 
A missionary in Southeast Asia in 1975. 

1969 Greg Samples, Southern Seminary 
Served in Christian Social Ministries on associational level in Louisville. Social 
worker in Louisville in 1975. 

1970 Joe Emory, Atlanta Baptist College 
Attending Southwestern and serving as a minister of education in 1975. 

1972 Tandy Brannan, Georgia Southern 

1973 David Brown, Furman University 

1974 Tom Finley, Southwesterm Seminary 

RECENT MUSIC PROGRAM STAFF 
1943-1945 Ernestine Jameson, Pianist and Choir Director 
1946-1947 Mrs. Frances Haynes, Frances Jameson, Geneva Brown--pianists 
1948-1949 Ernestine Jameson, Doris Turpin, Betty Ivey--pianists 

1951-1952° 
1952-1953 
1953-1954 
1954-1957 
1958- 

PIANIST 

Position of pianist established in 1960 
1960-1975 Mrs. Vera Bettis, pianist 

ORGANISTS 

1957-1965 
1965- 
1966-1968 
1968-1970 
1970-1972 
1973-1975 

First paid po ition 

1903 

1908 
1920's 
1930's 
1942-1957 

1963-1965 
1965-1974 
1974-present 

1963-present 
1972-1974 
1971-1973 
1973-present 

Mrs. Dorothy Duncan, organist and choir director 
Mrs. M. E. Blair, Choir director and Mrs. Dorothy Curtis, organist 
Miss Ellen Hudson, organist and choir director 
George A. Neely, organist and choir director 
Went to Minister of Music 

Mrs. Dorothy Curtis 
Laura Netherton 
Raeburn Parks 
Sara Stepp 
Jane White 
Chester King 

HOUSEKEEPERS 

"Employed Brother W.S. Carroll to look after lights and cleaning up of 
the church for $.50 a month" 
C. P. Warnock 
B. T. Sheffield 
John Banks 
Fred Garmon 

BUILDING SUPERINTENDENTS 

Travis Cater 
Dallas Gay, Sr. 
James H. Davis 

MAINTENANCE STAFF 

Gene Adams 
J. M. Allen (Part-time) 
Pete Sexton 
Wayne Steadham 
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CHURCH SECRET ARIAL STAFF 
Mrs. N. H. Wood 
Church Secretary1951 

Mrs. Helen Schutte 
Church Secretary-1952 

Mrs. Gladys Farr 
Church Secretary-1955 

Mrs. June Williams 
Church Secretary--1958-1962 

Mrs. Evella Scroggins 
Records Secretary--1958-1962 
Church Secretary- 1962-1968 
Educational Secretary-1970-present 

Mrs. Joyce Pattillo 
Church Secretary-1962 
Records Secretary-1963 

Mrs. Dot Davidson 
Records Secretary--1964-1965 
Youth Secretary-1970-1 972 

Mrs. Louise Barrett 
Records Secretary--1965 

Mrs. Carolyn Willis Herbig 
Records Secretary-1965 

Mrs. Kaye Hyde 
Records Secretary--1966-1968 

Mrs. Faye Patterson 
Educational Secretary--1967 

Mrs. Alice Johnson 
Visitation Secretary (part time) 1968 

Mrs. Carolyn Lewis 
Visitation Secretary (part time) 1968 

Mrs. Margaret Boniol 
Pastor's Secretary-1968 
Financial Secretarv--1969 

Miss Jenny Whisenant 
Record: Secretary- 1968 

Mr . Sara Stepp 
Organist-Mu ic Secretary 1968 

Mrs. Julia Hender on 
Records Secretary--1969-1970 

Mr . Clara Whisenant 
Pa tor' Secretary--1969 

Mrs. Jane White 
Organist-Music Secretary-1970- I 972 

Mrs. Sue Rogers 
Pastor's Secretary--1970-1972 

Mrs. Peggy Durham· 
Financial Secretary--1970-1972 

Mrs. Dee Berry 
Pastor's Secretary-1972 

Mrs. Sandy Vaillancourt 
Music & Youth Secretary-1972 

Mrs. Judy Ridgeway 
Music & Youth Secretary-1972 

Mrs. Nancy Wyatt 
Music Secretary-1972-1973 

Mrs. Ruth Willbanks 
Financial Sccretary-1972-present 

Mrs. Bobbie Heard 
Music & Youth Secretary-1973-present 

Mrs. Beverly Brodie 
Pastor's Secretary--1973-present 

1966-1967 
1966-1975 
1967-1968 
1967-1970 
1967-1972 
1968-1975 
1968-1975 
1968-1973 
1969-1974 
1970-1975 
1971-1974 
1971-1975 
1972-1973 
1973-1975 
1973-1974 
1974-1975 
1975- 

KINDERGARTEN STAFF 
Jan Chasteen, Director 
Joyce Harris, Director 
Janey Garrett, Lead Teacher 
Helen Brown, Assistant and Lead Teacher 
Christine Meade, Lead Teacher 
Cynthia McClain, Assistant Teacher 
Nina Ray, Assistant Teacher 
Katherine Lancaster, Lead Teacher 
Bernice Adams, Lead Teacher 
Myrtle Apple, Lead Teacher 
Janice Hopkins. Lead Teacher 
Jeanette Dempsey, Assistant Teacher 
Pat Seabolt, Lead Teacher 
Joan Branyon, Lead Teacher 
Nancy Pryor, Lead Teacher 
Marsha Hunter, Lead Teacher 
Margaret Ellis. Lead Teacher 

SUMMER YOUTH WORKERS 

1961 - Jim Westbrook 

CHURCH HOSTESSES 

1955-1957 Ginny Hurley- 1966-1968 Edith Lyon 
Mrs. H. A. Burnett 

1969-1972 Joan Daniel 
1957-1960 Ginny Hurley- 

Meta Alexander 1972-1974 Alice Johnson 

1961-1965 Ginny Hurley 1974-present Judy Carter 

CHILD CARE SUPERVISORS 

202 

1965-1968 Jeanette Jenkins 

1968- Ann Barringer 

1969- Kaye Hyde 

1970 - Greg Sample 

1970- B tty All n 

1970-1972 Joan dam 

1972-pr ·nt Oli • Dodson 
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THE COVER PICTURES: the abstract 
picture on the front cover is a reproduc­ 
tion of the baptistry window in the newest 
of the buildings constructed by First Bap­ 
tist Church of Chamblee. The painting on 
the back by Matt Stephens is of the build­ 
ing used in 1918, when the property was a 
part of the Camp Gordon military reser­ 
vation. "The old white building" stands 
today. 

HOW THIS BOOK WAS WRITTEN: 
more than thirty members of First Baptist 
Church worked intensively in the re­ 
searching and writing of this history. The 
discerning reader will detect a shift of 
writing style in each chapter, under­ 
standably since each chapter has a differ­ 
ent author. The reader will also detect a 
unity of spirit and purpose to this book, 
characteristics of those who are members 
of First Baptist Church. 
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